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Protest  Police  Harassment 


Video  Surveillance  in  ‘ Gay  Zone 9 

Indianapolis  Gays 


By  James  C.  Jackson 

INDIANAPOLIS  —  Indiana 
lesbians  and  gay  men  are  in  their 
fifth  week  of  protest  against  al¬ 
leged  efforts  by  Indianapolis 
police  to  “purge”  the  city’s  down¬ 
town  streets  of  homosexuals,  hust¬ 
lers,  and  “child  pornographers.” 

Gathering  every  Friday  night  in 
the  city’s  center,  the  protesters  are 
calling  for  an  end  to  police  harass¬ 
ment  and  to  the  videotaping  of 
pedestrians  in  the  “gay  zone” 
video  surveillance  program  now  in 
its  third  year. 

The  protests  were  organized  af¬ 
ter  more  than  23  reports  of  police 
harassment  and  brutality  were 
filed  with  the  Indiana  Civil  Liber¬ 


ties  Union  last  month.  Two  of¬ 
ficers  of  the  Indianapolis  Police 
Department’s  (IPD)  downtown 
Tactical  Crime  Unit  are  now  under 
investigation  for  allegedly 
“beating  on  the  face”  and  “chok¬ 
ing  to  near-unconsciousness”  a 
young  gay  man  they  arrested 
where  the  protests  are  now  held. 

“The  gay  community  deplores 
violence  of  any  sort,  but  especially 
that  violence  that  comes  from  the 
police  whose  specific  job  it  is  to 
protect  the  community,”  said  In¬ 
diana  gay  community  leaders 
through  a  press  release  last  month. 
The  protests  have  drawn  about  300 
gay  men  and  lesbians  each  week, 


making  the  “sit-in”  demonstra¬ 
tions  the  largest  Indiana  has  held 
in  eight  years. 

The  IPD’s  Tactical  Crime  Unit 
was  called  off  after  the  complaints 
were  filed  and  replaced  by  vice 
squad  officers  with  video  cameras 
in  unmarked  cars  and  vans.  The 
late-night  surveillance  of  four 
downtown  “vice”  areas  has  con¬ 
tinued  sporadically  during  warm- 
weather  months  for  about  three 
years,  according  to  several  sources 
and  eyewitnesses.  Police  did  not 
acknowledge  the  surveillance, 
however,  until  late  1982.  Since 
then,  the  police  chief  and  depart¬ 
ment  spokespersons  have  said 


Mississippi  Parents  Group 
Wins  State  Charter 


By  Christine  Guilfoy 

JACKSON,  MS  —  The  Missis¬ 
sippi  Parents  and  Friends  of  Les¬ 
bians  and  Gay  Men  (PFLAG)  has 
succeeded  in  obtaining  approval 
for  a  non-profit  corpqrate  charter, 
following  several  attempts  and  two 
denials.  The  approval  of  the 
charter  apparently  came  as  a  result 
of  the  intervention  of  attorneys  for 
the  group. 

Eddie  Sandifer,  an  incorporator 
of  both  PFLAG  and  the  Mississip¬ 
pi  Gay  Alliance  (MGA),  another 
gay  group  that  applied  for  a 
charter  and  was  refused,  said  the 
battle  will  continue  over  the  MGA 
charter.  The  MGA  was  founded  in 
1973  and  has  now  been  refused  a 
charter  on  three  separate  oc¬ 
casions. 

As  part  of  a  strategy  to  begin  a 
legal  challenge,  a  third  charter  was 
submitted  to  the  attorney  general’s 
office  that  is  identical  with  the 
MGA  charter,  with  the  exception 
that  the  group’s  name  is  “The 
Mississippi  Alliance  for  Human 
Rights.  *  That  charter  received  ap¬ 
proval  on  April  19. 

At  issue,  according  to  Richard 
Allen,  Mississippi  Special  As¬ 
sistant  Attorney  General,  is  the 
MGA’s  alleged  subversion  of  the 
sodomy  statute. 

However,  Sandifer  calls  it  just 
plain  discrimination  and  told  GCN 
that  Mississippi  state  government 
has  a  history  of  stonewalling  pro¬ 
gressive  social  issues,  including 
prison  reform  and  civil  rights.  San¬ 
difer  complains  that  elected  of¬ 
ficials,  all  of  whom  are  Demo¬ 
crats,  can  act  contrary  to  the 
Democratic  national  party 
platform. 

A  charter  incorporating  an 
organization  as  a  non-profit  group 
is  a  necessary  first  step  in  attaining 
federal  tax-exempt  status.  Tax- 
exempt  status  can  have  a  major 
impact  on  an  organization’s 
financial  health  because  it  allows 
access  to  more  foundation  grants 
and  allows  individuals  to  deduct 
donations  from  their  taxes. 

Abby  Rubenfeld  of  the  Lambda 
Legal  Defense  and  Education 
Fund,  in  an  interview  with  GCN 
last  February,  called  the  issue  of 
the  charter  a  “classic  free  speech 
issue”  and  characterized  the  Attor¬ 
ney  general’s  ruling  as  “stifling.” 

In  a  summary  of  the  case, 
Lambda  described  the  sodomy 
laws  still  on  the  books  in  24  states 
as  a  “fundamental  problem”  and 


said  they  are  a  weapon  often  used 
in  the  denial  of  lesbian  and  gay 
civil  rights.  Lambda  called  the 
challenge  of  these  sodomy  statutes 
“one  of  [its]  top  legal  priorities.” 

In  an  earlier  interview  (See  GCN 
Vol.  11,  No.  29),  Sandifer  re¬ 
counted  the  several  unsuccessful 
attempts  since  the  mid-1970s  that 
MGA  and  PFLAG  had  made  to 
become  chartered.  The  initial  at¬ 
tempt,  he  said,  left  the  group  feel¬ 
ing  resigned.  “We  figured,  what 
the  hell,  we’re  going  to  do  what 
we’re  going  to  do  anyway.  At  that 
time  it  looked  like  there  was 
no  possibility  of  getting  any 
grants  from  any  foundations  or 
anything.” 

But  in  August  1983,  a  local 
Metropolitan  Community  Church 
was  approved  and  Sandifer  felt  it 
was  time  to  reapply.  However,  the 
second  application  for  both 
PFLAG  and  MGA  were  disap¬ 
proved  on  November  30,  1983.  At 
that  time,  the  Attorney  General’s 
office  sent  letters  to  both  groups 
with  familiar  reasoning.  The  letter 
to  MGA  said  that  “for  the  state  of 
Mississippi  to  approve  a  non¬ 
profit  corporate  charter  of  the 
type  you  submit  would  ostensibly 
give  official  legal  status  to  an 
organization  dedicated  on  its  face 
to  subverting  this  criminal 
statute.”  The  letter  also  quotes  the 
relevant  portion  of  the  Mississippi 
sodomy  statute.  The  statute  was 
originally  passed,  according  to 
Lambda,  in  1848. 

While  the  statute  applies  to 
heterosexuals  as  well  as  homo¬ 
sexuals,  heterosexual  groups  are 
not  excluded  from  incorporating 
on  the  theory  that  they  may  be 
subverting  the  statute.  Both  the 
PFLAG  and  MGA  charters  em¬ 
phasize  education  and  civil  rights. 

Shirley  Payne,  an  attorney  who 
initially  handled  the  case  for  the 
ACLU,  told  GCN  there  was 
nothing  in  the  charters  to  subvert 
the  state’s  statute  against  sodomy. 
“The  charters  themselves  use 
language  from  other  charters 
which  have  already  been  approved 

for  non-gay  organizations _ 

Other  than  the  name  of  the  cor¬ 
porations  there  would  be  nothing  I 
saw  to  even  indicate  that  it  was  a 
gay  organization.” 

Lambda  engaged  the  New  York 
law  firm  of  Baer,  Marks,  and  Up- 
ham  on  a  pro  bono  basis  and  the 
case  was  taken  on  by  Mark  Turkel, 


who  is  also  a  member  of  the  board 
of  Lambda. 

Turkel  told  GCN  the  Mississippi 
ACLU  is  acting  as  a  consultant  in 
the  case  and  is  researching  state 
law  as  he  prepares  the  case. 

Payne,  who  is  no  longer  in¬ 
volved  in  the  case,  had  suggested 
to  Sandifer  that  he  resubmit  the 
application  for  both  PFLAG  and 
MGA  but  at  the  same  time  submit 
an  application  for  a  third  organi¬ 
zation  that  would  have  the  same 
charter  as  the  MGA  but  would  be 
called  the  “Mississippi  Alliance 
for  Human  Rights.”  Sandifer 
Continued  on  page  3 


By  John  Kyper 

MEXICO  CITY  —  An 
estimated  3000  people  participated 
in  the  sixth  annual  Mexican  Gay 
Pride  March,  held  here  on  Satur¬ 
day,  June  30.  The  event  was  mark¬ 
ed  by  angry  charges  and  counter¬ 
charges  between  factions  of  the 
gay  movement,  however,  in¬ 
cluding  accusations  that  the  move¬ 
ment  in  Mexico  was  “dead.” 

As  in  previous  years,  the  late 
afternoon,  march  took  the  two- 
mile  route  from  the  Monumento  a 
los  Ninos  Heroes  in  Chapultepec 
Park,  up  the  Paseo  de  la  Reforma 
to  the  Hemiciclo  a  Juarez  in  the 
Alameda,  located  in  the  center  of 
the  city.  Unlike  last  year,  when 
movement  dissidence  resulted  in 
two  separate  marches,  there  was  a 
single  march,  but  it  was  a  march 
characterized  by  a  struggle  be¬ 
tween  representatives  of  the  now- 
dissolved  Frente  Homosexual  de 
Accion  Revolucionaria  (FHAR) 
and  the  other  groups  over  which 
would  lead.  The  majority,  in¬ 
cluding  Grupo  Lambda  de 
Liberacibn  Homosexual 
Oikabeth,  Comunidad  Gay,  and 
Grupo  Orgullo  Homosexual  de 
Liberacion  of  Guadalajara, 
sought  to  place  at  the  head  a  con¬ 
tingent  of  marchers  dressed  in 
black  to  mourn  recent  murders  of 
gays.  This  was  opposed  by  Juan 
Jacobo  Hern&ndezof  FHAR,  who 
charged  the  others  with  holding  a 
“funeral”  for  the  movement.  He 


their  “Selective  Site  Deterrence 
Surveillance”  program  was 
designed  to  catch  a  “psychopath¬ 
ic”  killer,  while  deterring  trans¬ 
vestites,  prostitutes,  hustlers,  and 
most  recently,  “child  pornog¬ 
raphers”  from  committing  crim¬ 
inal  activities  in  the  area. 

One  year  ago,  the  Indiana  Civil 
Liberties  Union  threatened  legal 
action  against  Indianapolis  police 
if  the  video  surveillance  program 
was  not  stopped  and  all  video¬ 
tapes  destroyed.  After  negotia¬ 
tions,  the  ICLU  agreed  to  with¬ 
hold  its  lawsuit  if  police  volun¬ 
tarily  adhered  to  eight  guidelines  in 
a  “gentlemen’s  agreement”  that 
“satisfied  the  ICLU’s  constitu¬ 
tional  objections,”  said  ICLU  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Director  Michael  Gradi- 
son.  “Ideally  we  don’t  want  any 
surveillance  at  all,  but  we  have 
faith  in  the  word  of  the  police,” 
he  said. 

Gradison  concedes  that  because 
no  agreement  to  monitor  police 
surveillance  activities  was  made, 
only  citizens  can  hold  the  police 
accountable  through  their  own  ob¬ 
servations.  Indianapolis  gay  com¬ 
munity  leaders  have  not  an¬ 
nounced  plans  to  monitor  police 
or  record  their  visible  surveillance 
activities. 

Currently  the  ICLU  and  the 
police  are,  negotiating  an  addi¬ 
tional  guideline  which  would  in¬ 
troduce  an  independent  third  par¬ 
ty  to  monitor  police  taping  pro¬ 
cedures  and  examine  videotapes 
when  complaints  are  filed.  To 
date,  police  have  not  allowed  any 
viewing  of  the  videotapes  by  any¬ 
one,  despite  an  earlier  announce- 


demanded  that  FHAR,  “the  first 
gay  group  in  Mexico”  (a  claim 
contested  by  Lambda),  should 
lead  the  march. 

Representatives  of  Lambda  and 
Comunidad  Gay  attempted,  un¬ 
successfully,  to  get  the  police  to 
separate  the  two  factions.  Instead, 
the  FHAR  contingent,  numbering 
over  500  and  composed  of  many 
drag  queens  and  punk  rockers, 
marched  first.  They  were 
separated  from  the  other  con¬ 
tingents  by  a  van  driven  by  the 
Partido  Revolucionario  de  los 
Trabajadores  (PRT).  Members  of 
the  former  group  burned  an 
American  flag  when  the  march 
passed  the  United  States  Embassy. 
Ignacio  Alvarez,  a  long-time  gay 
activist,  complained  that  machos 
kept  hassling  the  drag  queens  and 
those  who  were  in  couples. 

The  main  group  of  marchers 
voiced  more  traditional  demands, 
presenting  a  petition  to  the 
Secretary  of  Gobernacion  (Inter¬ 
nal  Affairs)  demanding  full  civil 
rights  for  gays,  a  halt  to  police 
raids,  legalized  abortion,  and  the 
elimination  of  prejudicial 
references  to  homosexuality  in  the 
laws  against  “perversion  of 
minors.”  Arturo  Vazquez,  a  mili-. 
tant  Guerrilla  Gay  28  de  Junio, 
characterized  this  procession  as 
“full  of  anxiety,”  not  really  cer¬ 
tain  of  what  was  happening  in 
front  of  them.  “There  were  more 


ment  that  any  citizen  could  review 
the  tapes. 

Meanwhile,  the  Indianapolis 
Police  Department’s  Board  of 
Captains  will  judge  the  cases  of 
two  IPD  officers  accused  of  har¬ 
assing  and  beating  19-year-old 
David  W.  Molden. 

Molden  was  arrested  at  1  a.m. 
on  July  6  in  downtown  Indianap¬ 
olis  while  walking  home  from 
work.  He  charges  that  he  was 
beaten  that  he  was  beaten  and 
choked  by  Officer  Michael  A. 
Gruner  in  front  of  a  group  of  “five 
to  seven”  police  officers  who 
laughed  as  he  was  arrested  for 
possession  of  false  identification. 

Molden  was  “grabbed  by  the 
front  of  the  shirt,”  called  a 
“mouthy  little  son-of-a-bitch,” 
and  then  hit  twice,  he  said.  “And 
[Officer  Gruner]  got  right  on  top 
of  me,  put  his  hands  on  my  throat, 
pushed  me  down  on  the  hood  of 
the  car,  then  kept  pushing  on  my 
throat  with  his  body  weight....” 
Molden  also  charges  that  police 
called  him  a  “fucking  queer” 
twice  and  detained  him  for  more 
than  10  hours  without  charge  and 
without  allowing  access  to  a 
phone. 

Molden’s  accusations  follow  at 
least  a  year  of  similar  complaints 
from  other  young  men.  Late  last 
year,  for  example,  three  young 
men  said  they  were  publicly  strip- 
searched  and  threatened  while 
downtown  by  two  officers,  and 
only  two  days  later,  one  gay 
19-year-old  was  accidentally  ar¬ 
rested  and  jailed  for  the  third  time 
after  the  police  confused  him  with 
a  wanted  man. 


people  than  last  year,”  he  said, 
“but  they  were  quieter,  less  en¬ 
thusiastic.” 

When  the  slow-moving  proces¬ 
sion  finally  reached  the  Hemiciclo 
a  Juarez  more  than  two  hours  after 
it  had  started,  the  microphones 
which  had  been  set  up  for  a  rally 
were  found  to  have  been  unac¬ 
countably  disconnected.  Attempts 
to  begin  the  rally  then  dissolved  in¬ 
to  chaos,  and  members  of  the 
FHAR  contingent  took  over  the 
stage  and  began  to  put  on  a  dis¬ 
jointed  guerilla  theater  perfor¬ 
mance.  When  Juan  Jacobo 
Hernandez  started  to  address  the 
crowd,  the  rally  quickly 
degenerated  into  a  shouting  match 
and  the  majority  of  the  spectators, 
still  unsure  of  what  was  happen¬ 
ing,  left  the  area. 

Recriminations  continued  to 
flow  during  the  following  days.  In 
an  open  letter  published  in  the 
daily  Uno  Mas  Uno,  the 
mainstream  gay  groups  in¬ 
congruously  saluted  the  march  as 
“evidence  of  the  advances  of  the 
gay  movement”  and  accused 
Hernandez  and  his  supporters  of 
“irrationality  typical  of  the  ex¬ 
treme  right.”  A  letter  by 
Hernandez  in  the  same  issue  at¬ 
tacked  the  leaders  of  Grupo 
Lambda  for  attempting  to  get  the 
police  to  intervene  in  the  march. 

— filed from  Boston 


Divisions  Mar  Events 
In  Mexico  City  Pride 
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News  Notes 


quote  of  the  week 

‘‘Don't  come  to  Dallas  for  the  Republican  Na¬ 
tional  Convention.  You  are  an  embarrassment  and  a 
threat  to  the  gay  movement.  America  has  seen 
enough  of  you.  Every  time  you  are  on  television  or 
your  picture  is  in  the  newspapers,  a  false,  and  bizarre 
stereotype  of  gay  men  and  lesbians  is  reinforced  to 
people  across  the  country.  The  gay  movement  does 
not  need  that....  Our  goal  is  to  show  people  that  gays 
are  just  like  everybody  else.” 

—  Dallas  Voice  gay  columnist  Joe  Baker  blasts 
Sister  Boom-Boom  and  the  Sisters  of  Perpetual  In¬ 
dulgence  in  a  recent  column. 


longstaff  deportation  delayed 

WASHINGTON  DC  —  A  legislative  maneuver  by 
the  House  Judiciary  Subcommittee  on  Immigration, 
Refugees  and  International  Law  has,  for  the  time  be¬ 
ing,  protected  a  gay  man  threatened  with  deportation, 
according  to  the  Washington  Blade.  The  subcommit¬ 
tee  voted  recently  to  send  a  request  “for  more  infor¬ 
mation”  to  the  Immigration  and  Naturalization  Ser¬ 
vice  which  has  been  trying  to  deport  Richard  Long- 
staff  of  Texas.  The  move,  taken  during  work  on  a 
private  bill  introduced  by  Mickey  Leland  (D-TX)  to  pre¬ 
vent  Longstaff’s  deportation,  effectively  stymies  any 
INS  action  against  Longstaff  until  the  committee 
receives  the  report. 

Leland  introduced  the  bill  in  June  after  the 
Supreme  Court  refused  to  hear  Longstaff’s  appeal  of 
an  unfavorable  ruling  by  the  Fifth  Circuit  Court  of  Ap¬ 
peals  which  said  Longstaff  had  not  been  lawfully  ad¬ 
mitted  to  the  country  when  he  did  not  identify  himself 
as  a  “psychopathic  personality,”  the  INS  code  words 
for  homosexual. 


US  to  push  anti-abortion  restrictions 
at  world  conference 

MEXICO  CITY  —  The  U.S.  representative  to  a 
conference  on  world  population  announced  on  Aug¬ 
ust  5  that  the  Reagan  administration  intends  to  deny 
funding  to  organizations  with  family  planning  pro¬ 
grams  that  include  abortion.  According  to  the  Boston 
Globe ,  the  government’s  new  policy  to  restrict  abor¬ 
tions  worldwide  will  result -in  funding  cuts  to  groups 
such  as  the  International  Planned  Parenthood 
Federation  and  others  with  possible  birth-control  ser¬ 
vices  to  Third  World  countries. 

James  Buckley,  a  former  Republican  senator, 
was  appointed  by  Reagan  to  head  the  U.S.  delegation 
to  the  Conference.  Buckley  said  no  matter  how  lim¬ 
ited  its  involvement  with  abortion,  or  how  small  the 
abortion  budgets,  or  how  private  the  contributions  for 
the  abortion  segment  of  their  work,  an  organization 
can  lose  all  federal  funding  for  family  planning  —  at 
home  or  abroad. 


houston  bill  challenged 

HOUSTON  —  A  group  led  by  five  city  council 
members  and  backed  by  150  churches  has  turned  in 
petitions  to  force  a  referendum  on  Houston’s  law  ban¬ 
ning  job  discrimination  against  lesbians  and  gay 
men,  according  to  USA  Today. 

The  Committee  for  Public  Awareness  spent 
$20,000  while  collecting  60,000  signatures  —  three 
times  the  number  needed  —  in  three  weeks.  A  vote  on 
the  referendum  would  not  take  place  until  next  year. 

Gay  activists  in  Houston  are  forming  Citizens  for 
a  United  Houston  and  hope  to  raise  $300,000  to  save 
the  law. 

The  ordinance  was  passed  last  in  June  by  an  8-7 
vote  as  400  people  jammed  the  council  chambers. 


boston  lesbians  win  strongest 
woman  contest 

HOLYOKE,  MA  —  Two  Boston  lesbians  bested 
all  other  entrants  in  their  weight  classes  in  the  New 
England’s  Strongest  Woman  Contest,  held  here  on 
July  29.  South  End  residents  Connie  Meredith  and  Cat 
Chase  won  the  under-145  lb.  division  and  the  heavy¬ 
weight  division,  respectively. 

Meredith  threw  a  13-inch  tire  23  feet,  3  inches; 
ran  100  yards  with  a  pair  of  45-pound  dumbbells  in  28 
seconds;  benchpressed  100  lbs.  20  times;  deadlifted 
225  lbs.  12  times;  and  cheat-curled  85  lbs.  nine  times. 

Chase  threw  a  14-inch  tire  39  feet,  6  inches;  com¬ 
pleted  the  dumbbell  run  in  30  seconds  with  a  pair  of 
65-lb.  weights;  pressed  135  lbs.  15  times;  deadlifted 
275  lbs.  17  times;  and  cheat-curled  115  lbs.  16  times. 

Meredity  and  Chase  own  and  work  out  at 
Boston’s  South  End  Gym. 


Oakland  mom  sees  red  over  color  purple 

OAKLAND,  CA  —  Alice  Walker’s  novel  The  Color 
Purple  was  the  subject  of  a  complaint  by  the  mother 
of  an  Oakland  School  District  high  school  student 
who  was  assigned  to  read  the  book  in  an  honors  Eng¬ 
lish  class.  A  six-member  review  panel  unanimously 
ruled  the  teacher’s  use  of  the  book  was  “entirely  ap¬ 
propriate  for  Oakland  public  high  schools.” 

Donna  Green  objected  to  her  daughter’s  reading 
assignment  because  the  novel  is  sexually  explicit, 
contained  negative  racial  stereotypes,  dubious 
theological  explanations  and  extreme  violence. 
Green  also  objected  to  the  representation  of  les¬ 
bianism  and  bisexuality  as  preferable  to  heterosexual 
relationships  and,  finally,  to  the  grammer  and  folk 
language  Walker  uses  in  her  award-winning  book. 

Panel  members  praised  Walker’s  use  of  black 
English.  And  one  woman  on  the  panel  noted,  “The 
book  celebrates  the  beauty  of  life.  Alice  Walker  does 
not  condemn  or  approve  her  characters’  rich  experi¬ 
ences;  the  book  offers  an  enriching  experience  for  a 
16-year-old.” 


cuomo  calls  for  new  york  state  gay 
rights  bill,  appoints  task  force 

ALBANY,  NY  —  New  York  Governor  Mario 
Cuomo  (above)  appointed  a  state  Task  Force  on  Gay 
issues,  created  by  his  Executive  Order  28  which  bars 
discrimination  on  the  basis  of  sexual  orientation  in 
the  provision  of  state  services  and  in  state  employ¬ 
ment.  Cuomo,  at  a  July  31  press  conference,  also 
called  for  a  state  law  to  bar  discrimination  against 
lesbians  and  gay  men. 

“This  Executive  Order  represents  a  failure,  it’s  a 
failure  of  government  that  I  have  to  issue  an  Execu¬ 
tive  Order  to  protect  lesbians  and  gay  men  from  dis¬ 
crimination.  Non-discrimination  should  be  a  matter  of 
public  policy,”  Cuomo  declared. 


gay  man  dies  following 
queerbash  attack 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  A  gay  man  died  here  after 
he  was  attacked  by  a  group  of  teenagers  near  the  cor¬ 
ner  of  Polk  and  California  Streets  on  July  29,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Bay  Area  Reporter. 

John  O’Connell,  40,  was  beaten  by  about  six 
young  men,  “about  17  to  20  years  old,”  according  to  a 
police  inspector.  The  police  have  issued  a  call  for  wit¬ 
nesses  to  the  attack,  which  took  place  on  a  busy 
street  at  9:30  p.m. 

O’Connell  was  walking  with  a  friend  when  the 
pair  was  set  upon  by  the  teenagers.  They  beat  O’Con¬ 
nell  and  knocked  him  to  the  ground.  O’Connell  struck 
his  head  on  the  pavement,  and  the  resulting  injury  ap¬ 
parently  caused  his  death. 

Tavern  owners  in  the  area  reported  at  least  one 
other  attack  on  gay  men  that  same  evening,  but  a 
clear  link  has  yet  to  be  established. 

In  a  related  development,  a  bill  to  make  anti-gay 
and  -lesbian  violence  a  civil  rights  violation  will  come 
up  for  a  vote  in  the  California  Senate,  possibly  as 
soon  as  August  16.  AB  848,  already  passed  by  the 
state  Assembly,  would  amend  the  state  civil  code  to 
add  sexual  orientation  to  the  categories  of  race,  col¬ 
or,  religion,  sex,  political  beliefs,  ancestry  and  na¬ 
tional  origin  “to  a  person’s  right  to  be  free  from 
violence.” 

Gay  Republicans  have  said  that  Governor 
George  Deukmejian  will  sign  the  bill,  but  Senate 
sponsor  David  Roberti  told  reporters  he  has  received 
no  word  from  the  governor  on  his  position.  The  bill 
would  also  add  age  and  disability  to  the  list  of  pro¬ 
tected  categories. 


aids  appropriations  “not  enough” 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The  House  Appropriations 
Committee  on  July  26  approved  an  additional  $8.3 
million  for  AIDS-related  funding  for  fiscal  year  1984, 
according  to  the  Washington  Blade.  The  amount  is 
substantially  less  than  the  $20  million  requested  by 
Health  and  Human  Services  Assistant  Secretary  Dr. 
Edward  Brandt. 

Jeff  Levi,  National  Gay  Task  Force  Washington 
staffperson,  said  FY  ’84  supplemental  appropriation 
is  “not  enough.”  Included  in  it  is  $1.75  million  for  the 
Centers  for  Disease  Control  and  $6.55  million  for  the 
National  Institutes  of  Health.  Levi  noted  that  the 
House  Appropriations  Committee  did  not  “take  into 
account  the  unofficial  requests  that  were  circulating 
among  health  officials.”  Brandt’s  suggested  figure  of 
$20  million  was  contained  in  a  memo  written  to  HHS 
Secretary  Margaret  Heckler.  The  May  25  memo  has  to 
date  not  been  acted  on  by  Heckler. 

Both  Levi  and  Vickey  Monrean,  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Gay  Rights  National  Lobby,  said  the  FY  ’85 
appropriation  would  provide  adequate  levels  of  fund¬ 
ing  in  some  areas,  if  successful  lobbying  takes  place. 
Monrean  described  the  FY  ’85  appropriation  as  “sort 
of  like  a  big  pot.”  She  said,  “We’ll  have  to  deal  with 
the  Administration  to  make  sure  the  money  is  direc¬ 
ted  to  [AIDS.]” 


failed  self-abortion 

WHITE  PLAINS,  NY  —  A  20-year-old  Yonkers 
woman  was  indicted  on  August  6  for  criminally  negli¬ 
gent  homicide  and  manslaughter  in  the  death  of  a  girl 
born  to  her  after  a  failed  self-abortion,  according  to 
the  New  York  Times.  It  is  the  first  known  case  in  New 
York  State  in  which  an  indictment  has  resulted  from  a 
failed  abortion.  Had  the  baby  been  born  dead,  the 
woman  would  not  have  been  charged  with  homicide. 

On  May  10,  the  woman  cut  herself  with  a  scalpel 
in  the  abdomenwhenshe  waseight  and  a  half  months 
pregnant.  She  was  taken  to  a  hospital  and  gave  birth 
to  a  girl  who  lived  for  30  hours. 

A  state  lawyer  for  the  New  York  Civil  Liberties 
Union  called  the  manslaughter  and  homicide  charges 
“inappropriate.”  “Under  the  constitution  and  New 
York  State  law,  a  person  can  only  be  charged  with 
manslaughter  if  it  involves  a  living  person  —  some¬ 
one  already  born,”  the  attorney  said.  “At  the  time  she 
acted,  it  was  only  a  fetus.  She  attempted  to  commit 
an  act  of  self-abortion.  The  fact  that  the  baby  was 
born  and  lived  does  not  say  anything  about  her  initial 
attempt.” 


We  at  the  GCN  Prisoner  Project  often  get 
letters  from  prisoners  who  are  really  being 
treated  rudely  (above  and  beyond  the  usual  ter¬ 
rorism  of  the  prison  business)  because  of  their 
being  queer:  sexual  assaults,  denial  of  lesbian 
and  gay  publications,  transfer  to  other  prisons 
when  they  try  to  file  protests.  It’s  a  frustrating 
experience  for  us  because,  to  begin  with,  pri¬ 
soners  are  often  hard  to  contact  (even  by  mail!) 
especially  at  times  when  the  prison  is  harassing 
them.  This  is  one  of  the  tools  of  the  prison  trade: 
what  the  folks  outside  don’t  know  about  won’t 
make  them  angry. 

But  prisoners  are  especially  hard  to  con¬ 
tact  and  support  from  long  distances.  Prison  of¬ 
ficials  in  Attica,  N.Y.  and  Soledad,  Calif,  are 
much  more  responsive  to  letters,  etc.  from  Buf¬ 
falo/Rochester  and  San  Francisco  than  they  are 
to  letters  and  press  coverage  from  Boston. 
They’re  afraid  that  local  media  or  some  local 
group  or  lawyer  might  get  involved  and  burst 
their  net  of  secrecy  and  call  public  attention  to 
something  the  officials  want  to  keep  behind 
their  walls. 

So  we’re  going  to  try  to  put  together  some 
information  about  individuals,  groups,  media, 
etc.,  in  the  vicinity  of  prisons  where  we  have  les¬ 
bian  or  gay  readers.  Any  information  of  this  sort 
that  you  might  have  is  of  interest  to  us.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  information  about  individuals  who 
would  be  willing  on  a  now-and-then  basis  to 
write  a  letter  of  support  at  a  critical  moment  to  a 
x  prisoner  (not  necessarily  as  a  penpal,  just  help¬ 
ing  out  in  a  hard  time  and  at  the  same  time  let¬ 
ting  the  prison  officials  know  that  the  person 
does  have  some  contact  with  the  outside),  or 
maybe  a  letter  of  protest  to  a  warden  or  to  the 
local  media:  such  information  would  be  very 
helpful  in  critical  moments  for  these  incredibly 
vulnerable  people. 

Let  us  hear  from  you  so  we  can  begin  to 
compile  a  network  of  resources  in  the  vicinity  of 
each  prison  where  we  have  readers.  Any  infor¬ 
mation  at  all  (it  needn’t  be  strictly  lesbian  or  gay 
reesources)  would  be  appreciated,  as  would  any 
relevant  ideas  or  experience  you  want  to  add 
regarding  prisoner  support. 

Thank  you. 


News  Notes  compiled  by  Sue  Hyde. 
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Casa  Myrna  Vasquez  Employee  Reinstated 


Firing  Prompts  Union  Drive  at 


Shelter 


with  other  agencies  and  agency  staffers  describe  the  harassment 
directors,  say  the  workers.  In  their  they  face  on  the  job.  Most  are  “de¬ 
emphasis  on  professionalism,  they  moralized  and  frustrated,”  she 
fail  to  understand  or  represent  the  said.  She  herself  is  burned  out,  not 
community.  Their  lack  of  direct  because  of  the  women  she  deals 
involvement  with  women  who  with,  but  because  of  the  manage- 
come  there  tends  to  make  them  ment.  The  hierarchy  that  exists 
“more  conservative”  and  doesn’t  there,  she  believes,  is  a  “contradic- 
“build  tolerance”  of  the  dif-  tion  to  what  they’re  trying  to  do... 
ferences  between  people,  one  staff  [which  is]  empower  women.” 
member  told  GCN. 

Management  also  tends  to  GCN  contacted  Casa  Myrna 
blame  staff/management  conflicts  director  Clare  Garcia  to  ask  for  a 
on  “cultural  differences.”  While  response  to  the  issues  raised  by  the 
there  was  racial  tension  at  Casa  workers.  Garcia  demanded  to 
Myrna  in  the  past,  staffers  dismiss  know  “by  whose  permission'’ 
that  explanation.  One  woman  ex-  GCN  was  researching  this  article 
plained  that  the  women  who  or-  and  refused  to  comment,  saying 
ganized  the  union  made  a  very  she  was  unable  to  discuss  any 
mixed  group,  “white,  black,  His-  issues  related  to  unionization.  She 
panic,  lesbians,  Pentecostal.”  referred  questions  to  the  president 
One  staffer  said  that  what  of  the  Casa  Myrna  Board  ofDirec- 
angered  and  frustrated  her  the  ,ors  but  refused  to  identify  her, 
most  was  the  “basic  disrespect  for  saying  the  woman  would  call  and 
people”  exhibited  by  the  manage-  introduce  herself.  At  presstime, 
ment.  This,  she  explained,  was  GCN  had  received  no  call  and 
evidenced  in  staff  meetings  held  no  further  response  from  the  man- 
outside  of  Casa  Myrna  at  which  agement. 

Black/White  Men  Together 


By  Ann  Holder 

BOSTON  —  The  firing  and  sub¬ 
sequent  reinstatement  of  a  staff 
member  at  a  local  battered 
women’s  shelter  has  triggered  a 
unionizing  drive  by  workers  there. 

The  management  of  Casa  Myr¬ 
na  Vasquez  fired  and  then  rein¬ 
stated  Aura  Suarez,  but  on  the 
condition  she  not  speak  with  the 
press.  GCN  conducted  interviews 
with  other  staff  members  and 
volunteers  at  Casa  Myrna  and  at 
the  Mary  Lawson  Foreman 
House.  Most  of  the  women  con¬ 
tacted  preferred  to  remain  anony¬ 
mous,  citing  fears  of  retaliation 
and  harassment  by  management. 

The  interviews  reveal  that  while 
the  handling  of  Suarez’s  job  status 
precipitated  the  union  drive,  long¬ 
term  disagreements  between  staff 
and  management  were  exacer¬ 
bated  by  Suarez’s  situation.  A 
tense  atmosphere  remains  in  the 
wake  of  a  unanimous  vote  by  staff 
members  to  accept  representation 
by  District  65,  United  Auto 
Workers  (UAW)  in  contract  nego¬ 
tiations  with  shelter  management. 

The  incident  began  with  a  dis¬ 
agreement  between  Suarez,  a  staff 
member  for  three  years,  and  her 
supervisor.  The  supervisor  later 
charged  Suarez  with  “questioning 
authority”  and  “disrespect.” 
Suarez  was  immediately  placed  on 
a  three-month  “new  employee” 
probation,  even  though  this  vio¬ 
lated  sections  of  the  personnel  pol¬ 
icy  which  required  written  notice, 
specific  charges  and  prior  rep¬ 
rimands  and  limited  the  probation 
period  to  one  month.  Suarez  at¬ 
tempted  to  initiate  the  grievance 
procedure,  but  was  sent  back  to 
the  director  and  the  supervisor  in 
question  with  instructions  to  work 
it  out. 

As  further  management  charges 
against  her  began  to  pile  up, 
Suarez  retained  a  lawyer.  She  and 
other  staff  then  learned  that  the 
shelter’s  personnel  policy  and  the 
grievance  procedure  did  not  legally 
bind  management,  nor  did  it  pro¬ 
tect  any  workers  from  receiving 
treatment  similar  to  that  of 
Suarez.  Suarez  was  eventually  re¬ 
instated  but  with  three-months’ 
probation  and  under  extreme  con¬ 
ditions,  including  waiving  her 


right  to  contest  any  further  proba¬ 
tion  period  and  loss  of  access  to 
the  grievance  procedure. 

During  this  time,  staff  organ¬ 
ized  and  contacted  Nancy  De- 
Prosse  of  District  65  to  advise 
them  on  the  procedures  for  union¬ 
izing.  On  May  18,  three  days  after 
Suarez’s  probationary  reinstate¬ 
ment,  the  staff  voted  to  accept  the 
union.  Staff  members  are  now 
drawing  up  contract  proposals 
with  an  eye  toward  fall  negotia¬ 
tions  with  management,  according 
to  DeProsse. 

Management,  meanwhile,  re¬ 
tained  Hale  and  Dorr,  a  prominent 
Boston  law  firm.  Their  work  has 
consisted  mostly  of  appeals  to  the 
National  Labor  Relations  Board 
concerning  the  composition  of  the 
allowable  bargaining  unit.  The 
June-July  issue  of  City  Life  noted 
that  Hale  and  Dorr  donates  its 
time,  and  considers  representing 
Casa  Myrna  management  against 
the  unionized  workers  to  be  pro 
bono  “community  work.” 

While  the  Suarez  case  inspired 
the  current  union  activity,  it  is  only 
the  most  recent  example,  say  staff¬ 
ers,  of  tensions  between  workers 
and  management.  Women  inter¬ 
viewed  by  GCN  discussed  several 
issues,  many  of  which  seem 
endemic  to  the  shelter  movement 
in  general.  (See  GCN,  Vol.  1 1 ,  No. 
42.)  Several  women  raised  their 
concerns  within  the  context  of  the 
larger  battered  women’s  move¬ 
ment,  saying  that  problems  have 
arisen  as  the  movement  grew 
beyond  its  grassroots  beginnings, 
sought  widespread  public  accep¬ 
tance  and  began  competing  with 
other  service  agencies  for  its  share 
of  dwindling  funds. 

The  issues  raised  by  workers  at 
Casa  Myrna  are:  growing  em¬ 
phasis  on  professionalism  and  a 
distance  from  the  community  on 
the  part  of  management;  hierarch¬ 
ical  structure  with  a  top-heavy  dis¬ 
tribution  of  administrators  and 
supervisors  who  rarely  deal  direct¬ 
ly  with  the  women  served  by  the 
shelter;  lack  of  staff  participation 
in  the  decision-making  process 
despite  their  responsibility  for  the 
bulk  of  direct-service  work  and 
their  strong  connections  with  the 


community;  lack  of  job  security, 
arbitrary  decision-making  and  the 
absence  of  a  binding  personnel 
policy  or  grievance  procedure,  as 
highlighted  by  the  Suarez  case. 

Although  Aura  Suarez  was  the 
first  worker  actually  fired  from 
Casa  Myrna,  shelter  workers  told 
GCN  of  others  who  have  been 
forced  out.  The  reasons  cited  were 
disagreements  and  dissatisfaction 
with  agency  policy  and  the  inabil¬ 
ity  of  agency  management  to  deal 
with  “outspoken  women.”  This 
translates,  some  say,  into  a  fear  of 
women  who  identify  themselves  as 
lesbians  and  feminists. 

“The  organization,”  said  one 
woman,  “is  actively  anti-feminist 
and  anti-lesbian.”  Management, 
say  the  workers,  blames  its  atti¬ 
tudes  on  the  community  and  the 
women  served  by  the  shelter.  Not 
so,  say  staffers,  who  claim 
management  and  supervisors  are 
out  of  touch  with  the  community 
and  the  clients  they  serve. 

The  management  deals  mainly 


By  Ollie  Lee  Taylor 

ATLANTA  —  More  than  250 
members  of  the  International 
Association  of  Black  and  White 
Men  Together  (BWMT)  convened 
here  July  2-7  for  the  group’s 
fourth  annual  convention.  Two 
keynote  speeches,  28  workshops, 
caucuses  of  black  members  and 
white  members  and  an  awards 
banquet  were  featured  at  the  con¬ 
vention,  hosted  by  the  Atlanta 
chapter  of  BWMT. 

The  organization’s  board  of 
directors  met  prior  to  the  opening 
of  the  general  convention  on  July 
5.  In  its  business  meetings,  the 
board  approved  a  proposal  to 
change  the  name  of  the  group  — 
from  the  International  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Black  and  White  Men 
Together  to  the  “National  Associ¬ 
ation  of  Black  and  White  Men 
Together:  a  multi-racial  organiza¬ 
tion  of  all  people.”  The  new  name 
will  appear  on  all  of  the  group’s 
documents  and  letterhead. 

Both  keynote  speakers  were 
women.  The  first,  writer  and  poet 
Minnie  Bruce  Pratt,  offered  the 


convention  a  “psychosexual  dis¬ 
cussion.”  Pratt  said  she  came  out 
nine  years  ago  in  Fayetteville, 
N.C.  because  she  didn’t  wish  to 
continue  “a  relationship  of 
domination  and  power  where 
rapes,  wife  beating,  torture  and 
humiliation”  are  condoned. 

Pratt  concluded  with  the  hope 
that  “friendship  in  love  will  con¬ 
tinue  in  the  future.  The  old  powers 
used  to  control  people  —  eco¬ 
nomic  restraints,  skin,  and  gender 
—  may  be  transformed  into  some 
kind  of  creative  future.” 

Lea  Hopkins,  a  former  Playboy 
bunny  and  currently  a  gay  rights 
activist  in  Kansas  City,  delivered 
the  other  keynote  speech.  She 
noted  that  at  one  time,  she  thought 
only  white  men  were  gay;  there 
were  no  black  gay  men,  nor  black 
lesbians. 

Addressing  discrimination,  she 
said,  “I  don’t  like  nigger  and 
queer.  We  cannot  dictate  to  the 
greater  society  to  accept  us  if  we 
don’t  stop  doing  things  to  our¬ 
selves.  Discrimination  will  not  be 
tolerated  in  this  country  any  more. 
There  is  no  reason  for  it.” 

Workshops  dealt  with  relation¬ 
ships,  gay  oppression  in  South 
Africa,  the  political  situation  in 
Central  America,  AIDS,  making 

Charter 

Continued  from  page  1 

resubmitted  the  three  charters  in 
February  1984.  MAHR  received 
approval  on  April  19.  The  PFLAG 
charter  received  approval  on  July 
16,  but  only  after  some  prodding 
from  attorney  Turkel. 

“The  representative  from  the 
governor’s  office  I  spoke  to  about 
the  parents  group  told  me  that 
there  were  words  in  the  corporate 
charter  which  might  be  deemed 
pornographic  or  obscene,”  said 
Turkel  in  a  statement  released  by 
Lambda.  “I  told  her  that  was 
totally  ludicrous,  and  that  we  were 
prepared  to  file  a  lawsuit  if  we 
didn’t  get  the  charter.”  The 
charter  was  approved  shortly 
thereafter. 

Asked  why  the  PFLAG  charter 
was  approved  the  third  time 
around,  Special  Assistant  At¬ 
torney  General  Richard  Allen  said, 
“We  re-looked  at  it.  I’m  not  sure 
why.”  Allen  declined  to  discuss 
the  MGA  charter,  saying  “[The 
MGA  charter]  has  been  disap¬ 
proved.  [The  disapproval]  speaks 
for  itself.”  Allen  refused  to  say 
which  part  of  the  charter  sub¬ 
verted  the  sodomy  statute. 

Turkel  told  GCN  he  believes  the 
issue  boils  down  to  the  names  of 
the  organizations,  and  cites  the  ap¬ 
proval  of  the  Mississippi  Alliance 


organizations  more  effective,  poli¬ 
tical  expectations  and  electoral 
politics,  bar  discrimination,  sub¬ 
stance  abuse  and  legal  issues. 

Gilberto  Gerald,  executive 
director  of  the  National  Coalition 
of  Black  Gays  (NCBG),  gave  a 
short  presentation  on  behalf  of  his 
group.  Gerald,  a  Panamanian,  ex¬ 
pressed  his  concern  about  U.S. 
foreign  policy  in  Central  America, 
Grenada  and  South  Africa. 

Gerald  called  on  the  members  of 
BWMT  and  NCBG  to  become 
partners  in  the  struggle  to  human¬ 
ize  all  people.  “People  who  break 
social  and  sexual  taboos  have 
something  to  tell  Americans  about 
pride  and  dignity.”  Gerald  urged 
the  groups  to  cooperate  where  pos¬ 
sible,  especially  in  interacting  with 
black  institutions,  acknowledging 
feelings  of  differences  and  keeping 
the  lines  of  communication  open 
between  them.  There  is  a  proposal 
in  the  works  for  the  two  groups  to 
conduct  a  survey  of  black  elected 
officials  on  a  variety  of  lesbian  and 
gay  issues. 

New  officers  were  elected  for 
terms  beginning  October  4,  1984. 
They  are:  co-chairs  John  Bush 
(Boston)  and  Tim  Wilson  (Den¬ 
ver);  secretary  Jerry  Mallon 
(Philadelphia);  and  treasurer 
Wendell  Roberson  (Chicago). 


for  Human  Rights  while  disap¬ 
proving  the  Mississippi  Gay  Alli¬ 
ance’s  identical  charter  as 
evidence. 

Turkel  also  told  GCN  that  in  a 
letter  sent  to  MGA  and  PFLAG 
from  the  Attorney  General,  there 
was  an  implication  “‘You  have 
two  corporate  entities,  now  leave 
us  alone,  we’ll  only  go  this  far.’ 
Clearly  the  word  ‘gay’  is  troubling 
to  them.”  Turkel  added  that  they 
have  made  their  position  less  tena¬ 
ble  by  approving  the  PFLAG 
charter. 

While  Allen  would  not  com¬ 
ment  on  the  reasons  for  approval 
of  the  PFLAG  charter,  it  is  likely 
the  government  believed  it  could 
not  withstand  a  court  challenge. 

Turkel  believes  the  main  issue  in 
the  MGA  case  will  be  the  freedom 
to  advocate  changes  in  the  laws. 
He  sees  an  analogy  in  the  groups 
that  advocate  changes  in  the  mari- 
out  that  the  sodomy  law  forbids 
certain  acts  but  does  not  prevent 
MGA  from  speaking  out  against 
these  laws. 

While  Turkel  and  MGA  have 
devised  a  strategy  to  continue  their 
fight,  they  did  not  wish  to  discuss 
specifics  at  this  time. 

—  filed  from  Boston 


i Overabundance  of  Males 9 

State  Police  Escalate 


Arrests  at  Rest  Stops 


By  Larry  Goldsmith 


NORWELL,  MA  —  The  arrest 
of  eight  men  at  a  Rte.  3  rest  area 
on  charges  of  “lewd  and  lascivious 
behavior”  has  drawn  the  attention 
of  local  media  and  gay  activists  to 
escalating  undercover  operations 
by  state  troopers  and  Metropolitan 
District  Commission  (MDC) 
police. 

The  eight,  who  were  photo¬ 
graphed  by  WNEV-TV  and  iden¬ 
tified  by  name  and  town  in  both 
the  Boston  Globe  and  the  Boston 
Herald,  all  pleaded  innocent  in 
Hingham  District  Court  on  Aug¬ 
ust  1,  one  day  after  the  arrests. 
Both  newspapers  gave  significant 
play  to  the  fact  that  one  of  the  men 
arrested  was  a  Roman  Catholic 
priest  from  Vermont;  the  Rupert 
rested  was  a  Roman  Catholic 
priests  from  Vermont;  the  Rupert 
Murdoch-owned  Herald  bannered 
its  story  with  the  one-inch  headline 
“‘DEDICATED’  PRIEST  DE¬ 
NIES  LEWD  ACT.” 

Police  promised  even  more  ar¬ 
rests  at  various  sites  along  Rtes.  3, 
195,  95,  495  and  128.  “We  have 
had  a  heck  of  a  lot  more  com¬ 
plaints. ..front  people  who  stop  [at 
the  rest  areas]  and  local  resi¬ 
dents,”  State  Police  Capt.  George 
Shea  told  the  Globe.  “There  is  go¬ 
ing  to  be  increased  enforcement.” 

State  Police  Lt.  Robert  Comtois 


told  GCN  the  increased  enforce¬ 
ment  was  in  response  to  “numer¬ 
ous  complaints”  by  people  who  re¬ 
ported  “seeing  an  overabundance 
of  males  walking  around  in  sec¬ 
tions  of  the  rest  area.” 

“You  know  as  well  as  I  know, 
you  can  pick  up  the  vibes,  over- 
friendliness,”  he  added. 

Comtois  said  that  arrests  have 
been  made  “where  private  parts 
have  been  exposed”  and  where 
“there  has  been  an  act  of  touch¬ 
ing.”  Arrests  are  typically  made 
either  by  police  who  claim  to  have 
observed  men  touching  one 
another  or  having  sex,  or  by 
undercover  officers  who  cruise  the 
areas  and  wait  to  be  approached. 

While  the  state  troopers  have 
been  operating  in  highway  rest 
areas,  the  MDC  police  patrol  pub¬ 
lic  parklands,  particularly  the  Bird 
Sanctuary  in  Cambridge,  parts  of 
the  Blue  Hills  Reservation  and  the 
Sheep’s  Fold  section  of  the  Fells- 
way  in  Medford. 

“The  police  say  they’re  keeping 
the  parklands  safe  for  families,  but 
I  seriously  doubt  that,”  says  Kevin 
Cathcart  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Ad¬ 
vocates  and  Defenders  (GLAD). 
“1  spoke  to  a  man  a  couple  of  days 
ago  who  was  arrested  in  the  Blue 
Hills  at  two  a.m.  The  police  told 
him,  ‘We’re  keeping  this  area  safe 


for  families.’  The  police  also  say 
they’re  responding  to  complaints. 

I  don’t  believe  the  police  were 
responding  to  complaints  in  the 
Blue  Hills  at  two  o’clock  in  the 
morning.  I  don’t  believe  there  are 
families  picknicking  at  that  time.” 

Cathcart  says  the  police  often 
harass  or  arrest  men  who  are  just 
sitting  in  their  cars  or  walking 
around  the  rest  areas.  “The  police 
are  creating  a  situation  where  it 
isn’t  safe  for  single  men  or  men  in 
groups  to  go  out  and  use  public 
parkland  because  they’re  risking 
harassment  and  often  arrest.” 

And  Cathcart  notes  that  police 
seldom  arrrest  heterosexuals  in 
parks  and  rest  areas.  “Gay  men 
are  not  the  only  people  who  have 
sex  in  parks,”  he  says.  “There  is  a 
great  deal  of  heterosexual  activity 
that  goes  on  in  cars  in  these  areas, 
or  probably  in  the  woods,  for  that 
matter.  I’m  not  arguing  for  the 
police  to  start  busting  up  straight 
lovers’  lanes.  Better  yet,  let’s  deal 
with  car  theft  or  people  getting  hit 
over  the  head  or  women  getting 
raped  because  that  happens  on 
MDC  land  on  the  time  while 
they’re  chasing  men  through  the 
woods  with  flashlights.” 
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htlv?  screening 
clarification 

Dear  GCN: 

Regarding  my  “Speaking  Out’’  on  HTLV, 
screening,  I  would  appreciate  your  making  the 
following  clarification  in  GCN. 

I  feel  it  is  important  to  clarify  two  points 
regarding  my  concerns  about  HTLV,  screening. 
First,  1  did  not  mean  to  imply  that  Mass  General 
Hospital  does  not  have  the  same  moral  integrity 
as  the  Fenway  Community  Health  Center.  I  have 
in  the  past,  and  continue  to  have,  trust  in  my  doc¬ 
tors  and  in  MGH.  It  is  important,  however,  that 
we  question  our  providers  on  issues  of  confiden¬ 
tiality.  This  has  never  been  a  greater  concern  for 
us,  as  a  community,  than  during  this  particular 
health  crisis. 

I  also  realize  that  I  was  less  than  clear  on  my 
cautions  regarding  research.  My  advice  “not  to 
participate  in  this  study  at  this  time”  is  a 
reference  to  HTLV,  only.  Each  individual  will 
have  to  make  his  (her)  own  decision  on  whether 
they  want  to  be  tested  for  HTLV,  exposure.  They 
should  know  that  this  information  is  useful  for 
research  only  and  may  increase  stress.  As  a  diag¬ 
nostic  tool,  this  screening  has  not  proven  useful. 

Again,  I  feel  we  have  to  be  cooperative  with  the 
medical/scientific  community  if  we  want  to  cure 
AIDS.  We  must  also  insist  that  our  rights  to  con¬ 
fidentiality  and  treatment  be  respected.  Get  to 
know  your  provider,  ask  questions  and  solicit 
their  support  in  lobbying  our  government  for 
research  leading  to  a  cure,  not  just  screening. 
Sincerely, 

Bob  Andrews 
Boston,  MA 

mgh  responds 

To  the  Editor: 

We  appreciate  very  much  the  concerns  raised 
by  Mr.  Andrews  in  his  thoughtful  letter.  There 
are,  however,  several  issues  which  we  feel  warrant 
a  response. 

Over  the  past  several  months,  strong  biologic 
and  serologic  evidence  has  been  accumulating 
which  links  HTLV-I11  to  the  acquired  immune 
deficiency  syndrome  (AIDS).  The  complexities 
involved  with  HTLV-1II  serologic  testing  are 
myriad.  As  with  many  other  infectious  agents,  in¬ 
fection  with  HTLV-II1  may  result  in  any  one  of  a 
number  of  clinical  syndromes.  It  is  clear  both 
from  our  prospective  study,  and  from  the  efforts 
of  other  groups,  that  although  infection  with 
HTLV-11I  may  result  in  AIDS,  many  more  in¬ 
dividuals  experience  either  subclinical  infection 
(infection  without  discernable  symptoms)  or 
develop  AIDS  related  complex  (ARC),  a  condi¬ 
tion  in  which  an  individual  may  experience  fever, 
swollen  lymph  nodes,  weight  loss,  diarrhea,  or 
any  number  of  other  non-specific  symptoms.  At 
present  we  do  not  know  the  variables  which  ac¬ 
count  for  the  differences  between  the  way  HTLV- 
1 1 1  affects  different  individuals.  One  of  the  major 
aims  of  our  longitudinal  study  is  to  learn  what 
other  factors  account  for  the  spectrum  of  effects 
of  HTLV-111.  By  gathering  these  data  we  hope  to 
be  able  to  tell  an  individual  the  implications  of 
prior  or  present  HTLV-111  infection  with  greater 
precision. 

Unfortunately,  we  are  currently  in  the  position 
of  having  a  marker  for  past  or  present  infection 
with  the  agent  which  we  believe  causes  AIDS  in 
some  individuals,  but  not  knowing  how  to  inter¬ 
pret  the  implications  of  this  marker  for  the  in¬ 
dividual  patient.  As  we  discussed  with  Mr.  An¬ 
drews,  this  is  a  problem  both  from  the  standpoint 
of  prognosis  for  the  individual  patient,  and  from 
the  standpoint  of  counseling  with  regards  to  risk 
for  others. 

We  have  spent  a  great  deal  of  effort  trying  to 
come  to  grips  with  how  to  handle  information 
regarding  an  individual’s  HTLV-III  serology.  Al¬ 
though  there  are  clearly  several  positions  which 
are  defensible,  our  feeling  is  that- individuals  in 
our  study  have  the  right  to  know  about  their 
HTLV-111  serologic  status,  if  they  so  desire.  Peo¬ 
ple  have  joined  this  study  for  a  variety  of  reasons. 
We  suspect  the  two  major  motivations  were  the 
desire  to  participate  in  the  effort  to  end  the  AIDS 
tragedy,  and  to  learn  more  about  their  individual 
health.  Thus,  we  have  made  every  effort  to  be 
open  with  all  study  members  with  respect  to  any 
questions  they  have  had  about  our  findings.  We 
have  tried  to  relate  to  them  the  limitations  which 
accompany  this  information.  This  was  true  for 
T-cell  subsets  two  years  ago,  and  is  true  for 
HTLV-111  serology  now.  We  do  not  advocate 
HTLV-III  serologic  studies  for  the  community  as 
a  whole  until  we  know  better  the  implications  of 
positive  and  negative  tests.  The  only  way  to 
gather  these  data  is  through  longitudinal  studies 
such  as  the  one  in  which  Mr.  Andrews  is  partic¬ 
ipating.  We  don’t  feel  indiviuduals  in  the  study 
should  be  told  their  HTLV-III  status  unless  they 
wish  to  know.  If  they  wish  to  know,  we  have  tried 
very  hard  to  relate  to  them  the  difficulties  in¬ 
herent  in  interpretation  of  the  results.  Although 
this  may  generate  much  anxiety,  we  cannot,  in 
good  conscience,  withhold  information  from  our 
study  participants  if  they  express  a  desire  to  know 
a  specific  result.  We  feel  participating  in  the 
prospective  study  and  learning  about  one’s 
HTLV-III  serologic  status  are  separate  issues.  If 
study  members  don’t  wish  to  know  about  either 
immunologic  or  virologic  studies,  we  don’t  tell 
them.  We  have  found  that  most  study  partiepants 


we  have  encountered  since  May  have  asked  about 
their  HTLV-III  status.  We  fully  appreciate  Mr. 
Andrews’  concerns  about  the  impact  of  this  infor¬ 
mation  on  the  individual,  and  feel  that  many 
study  participants  may  not  wish  to  know  their 
HTLV-III  status.  We  encourage  them  to  consider 
Mr.  Andrews’  thoughts. 

Over  the  past  year  and  a  half,  the  AIDS  Action 
Committee  has  coordinated  excellent  support 
groups  for  patients  with  AIDS,  and  with  AIDS 
Related  Complex.  We  have  found  that  these  sup¬ 
port  groups  have  provided  innumerable  benefits 
to  patients  we  have  referred.  Larry  Kessler  is  or¬ 
ganizing  new  support  groups  directed  at  concerns 
raised  by  HTLV-III  seropositivity.  We  expect 
these  groups  will  provide  many  of  the  benefits  af¬ 
forded  by  the  currently  ongoing  support  groups. 

As  stated  in  the  consent  form,  we  feel  very 
strongly  about  the  importance  of  confidentiality. 
We  hope  study  members  will  continue  to  trust  our 
moral  integrity  in  this  respect. 

HTLV-III  seropositivity  is  not  synonymous 
with  AIDS  Related  Complex  (ARC).  ARC  refers 
to  a  group  of  clinical  symptoms  which,  in  some 
patients,  precedes  AIDS.  Most  patients  with 
ARC  do  not  develop  AIDS.  One  of  the  thrusts  of 
our  efforts  is  to  develop  a  means  to  determine 
which  ARC  patients  are  more  likely  to  develop 
AIDS.  Current  therapeutic  protocols  are  directed 
at  development  of  a  means  to  prevent  this  pro¬ 
gression. 

We  agree  that  we  need  to  learn  to  prevent  and 
cure  AIDS  now  that  HTLV-III  has  been  iden¬ 
tified.  We  are  working  very  hard  at  the  bench 
level  in  the  laboratory  and  at  the  bedside  to 
develop  a  means  for  treating  the  underlying  im¬ 
munologic  disorder.  We  are  currently  studying 
interferon  and  other  antiviral  drugs.  We  hope  to 
start  clinical  interleukin-2  studies  shortly.  As 
other  potential  modes  of  therapy  are  developed, 
we  will  evaluate  them  and  make  the  most  pro¬ 
mising  ones  available. 

We  appreciate  the  time  and  interest  study 
members  have  expended  with  us  in  this  effort  to 
meet  the  threat  posed  by  AIDS.  We  are  aware  that 
study  members  run  the  risk  of  learning  informa¬ 
tion  which  may  be  anxiety  provoking.  We  hope  it 
will  continue  to  be  possible  to  distinguish  between 
the  message  and  the  messengers.  We  welcome  in¬ 
put  from  our  study  members  and  from  the  com¬ 
munity  at  large  with  respect  to  proceeding  with 
this  work  in  a  sensitive,  compassionate,  effective 
manner.  If  other  concerns  are  raised,  as  we  carry 
out  this  work  we  would  appreciate  the  advice  of 
all  concerned. 

Sincerely, 

Robert  T.  Schooley,  M.D. 

Martin  S.  Hirsh,  M.D. 

Teri  Flynn,  R.N. 

Boston,  MA 

fag  rag’s  5  Ps 

Dear  GCN: 

I  am  appalled  that  someone  of  Robert  Mitten- 
buler’s  obvious  moral  character  (Community 
Voices,  GCN  8/11/84)  would  steal  so  blatantly 
from  FAG  RAG’s  GUILT  RELIEF  SHOW  — 
(Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Nashua,  NH,  1982, 
Toronto,  Boston,  1983).  Some  of  our  best  lines 
and  not  a  word  of  acknowledgment.  To  quote 
just  a  few  lines  from  our  opening  act  for  com¬ 
parison: 

“...and  those  FAG  RAG  anarchists  and 
Public  sexers,  what  have  they  ever  done 
for  the  Gay  Community  except  to  embar¬ 
rass  us  —  always  out  in  the  streets  shouting 
about  Paedophilia,  Promiscuity,  Pornog¬ 
raphy,  Public  sex  and  Prostitution.  How 
do  they  expect  straight  people  —  especially 
the  Police  —  to  accept  us  if  we  cannot 
show  them  that,  except  for  what  we  do  in 

bed,  we  are  just  like  them . ” 

Plagiarism  is  one  of  the  few  P  acts  that  we,  at 
FAG  RAG  do  not  always  support.  Either  that  or 
Mr.  Mittenbuhler  is  trying  to  Parody  our  Parody, 
which  we  think  is  rather  “far  off-base.” 

Go  think  up  your  own  lines. 

Sincerely, 

S.H.,  member 

FAG  RAG  Editorial  Board 

Boston,  MA 

P.S.  FAG  RAG’s  Guilt  Relief  Show  (with  Bad 
Attitude)  is  scheduled  to  appear  at  A  Different 
Light  Bookstore,  NY  this  fall. 


Pick  Up  a  Friend 


You  all  probably  know  by  now  that 
GCN  is  largely  supported  by  sub¬ 
scription  revenue.  Because  we  don’t 
have  the  money  for  expensive  adver¬ 
tizing  campaigns,  we  depend  on  our 
loyal  readers  (that’s  you)  to  promote 
the  paper  and  to  convince  others  to 
subscribe.  If  you’d  like,  we’ll 
even  send  you  special  subscription 
form/reply  envelopes.  (Just  let  our 
Promotion  Department  know  if 
you’d  like  some.)  So  encourage  a 
friend  to  subscribe.  Thanks. 


coming  out  help 

Dear  GCN, 

As  we  who  are  inside  these  walls,  whether  here 
in  Kansas  or  any  other  prison  in  the  country,  find 
ourselves  finally  becoming  ready  to  see  a  parole 
board,  we  are  often  amazed  that  over  the  years  we 
have  lost  the  contacts  (friends,  references,  etc.) 
that  we  need  to  make  ourselves  independent 
again. 

Some  of  us  are  lucky  enough  to  still  have 
families  that  care.  But  more  often  than  not,  we 
find  that  we  have  lost  contact  with  the  outside 
world,  which  leaves  us  very  vulnerable  in  the 
merry-go-round  of  the  parole  process. 

But  in  addition  to  this,  gay  prisoners  like 
myself  often  have  to  serve  more  time  than  the 
others  just  because  the  parole  boards  have  the 
power  to  deny  us  freedom  on  the  basis  of  not  hav¬ 
ing  “sufficient”  job  and  housing  security.  This  is 
especially  true  if  you  are  a  strong  gay  person  who 
will  not  allow  the  sickness  of  the  homophobic 
ideas  in  here  rule  your  life.  The  idea  that  a  queer 
fag  should  fight  back  is  more  than  the  fools  that 
control  the  place  can  stand.  I  have  been  tagged  as 
a  trouble  maker  and  a  “security  threat,”  which 
means  I  won’t  take  the  shit  they  pass  out.  So  I  am 
punished  [isolation]  while  here  and  kept  here  for 
as  long  as  they  can  before  parole. 

Many  of  us  find  that  when  the  time  comes  to 
meet  the  requirements  that  have  been  set  by  the 
parole  board,  such  as  a  place  to  live  and  a  place  of 
employment,  that  we  have  fallen  completely  out 
of  the  job  market  because  we  have  been  denied 
skills  that  would  allow  us  to  be  a  part  of  the  socie¬ 
ty  that  we  have  been  away  from  so  long. 

We  cannot  become  a  part  of  the  job  market 
because  not  only  have  we  been  denied  skills  and 
education  but  we  have  built  up  strong  habits  out 
of  necessity  of  just  following  orders  and  not 
thinking  for  ourselves,  unless  very  strong. 

I  have  been  told  that  it  would  depreciate  the 
seriousness  of  the  crime  to  release  me  at  this  time, 
yet  they  have  released  the  straight  person  that  was 
my  partner  years  ago.  I  was  attacked  by  a 
policeman  who  said  that  no  fag  disobeyed  him 
and  slapped  me,  so  I  cut  the  shit  out  of  the  big 
bastard  and  was  given  25  years. They  listed  me  as 
a  security  threat  because  I  was  a  queer  who  whip¬ 
ped  up  on  one  of  the  macho  police  (who  are  often 
just  frustrated  queers  themselves  who  just  don’t 
know  how  else  to  make  contact  than  through 
violence). 

But  I  say  all  this  because  there  really  is  a  strong 
need  for  people  out  there  who  have  information 
about  places  where  we  can,  get  jobs  and  housing 
support,  gay  businesses  and  landlords  and  others, 
to  let  us  know  about  this  by  sending  the  info  to 
prisoner  groups  like  GCN  (or  start  a  local 
“resources”  bank  of  your  own  —  GCN  can’t  do 
everything!). 

There  are  plenty  of  places  like  this  for  the 
straights  or  for  those  willing  to  play  the  straight 
game,  but  for  those  of  us  too  out  to  go  back  in,  we 
need  our  own  places. 

I  would  like  to  see  this  happen  on  a  state  by 
state  basis  because  it’s  always  better  to  keep  the 
info  about  resources  up  to  date  when  its  about 
your  own  area. 

Have  those  of  you  who’ve  already  come  out 
forgotten  the  ridicule  that  you  used  to  have  to  suf¬ 
fer  years  ago  when  you  didn’t  have  the  support 
network  that  exists  today  (that  prisoners  don’t 
have)?  Let  us  not  forget  that  everyone  doesn’t 
have  the  support  you  do,  and  how  important  it  is 
for  our  survival  to  have  a  little  help  from  our 
friends  in  hard  times. 

In  struggle  and  solidarity, 

LaVille  Hannon 
PO  Box  2  -  14594 
Lansing,  KS  66043 

[Ed.  Note:  See  page  2  News  Notes  for  Prisoner 
Project  call  for  resource  info.  Thanks!] 


continue  the 
questioning 

Friends: 

I  received  the  July  28  issue  a  couple  of  days  ago 
and  the  Aug.  4  issue  today.  I  am  regretably  still 
silenced  by  my  lawyers  so  that  I  am  unable  to 
comment  as  I  would  like.  Many  points  raised  by 
Nora  Mitchell  and  by  Emily  Matilda  Kahn  (I  was 
upset  by  the  limitation  of  gay  pedophilia  to 
“man-boy  love;”  women  pedophiles  [korephiles] 
have  been  silenced  again),  and  the  unfortunate 
mischaracterization  of  the  pamphlet  by  Sue  Hyde 
all  need  elaboration. 

I  can  now  only  urge  continued  questioning  by 
everyone,  and  I  cannot  emphasize  too  strongly 
the  need  for  careful  conscious  readings  of  mate¬ 
rials  in  question.  Nearly  all  the  trouble  so  far  has 
been  due  to  people  overlaying  stereotypes  and 
fantasies  of  what  pedophilia  is  onto  statements 
and  documents  by  people  —  including  kids  — 
who  are  trying  to  say  and  testify  to  significantly 
different  experiences.  There  are,  however,  clearly 
creative,  critical,  and  radical  sensibilities  at  work 
on  this  is  both  the  lesbian  and  gay  male  communi¬ 
ties,  and  until  such  time  as  1  and  others  again  find 
voices,  we  have  to  look  toward  the  efforts  repre¬ 
sented  in  such  publications  as  GCN. 

Regards, 

David  Sonenschein 
Austin,  TX 
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Speaking  Out - 

Pride  —  D.C.  Style 

By  Jim  Ryan 


Item:  Without  the  consent  or  knowledge  of  the  artists,  several  works  are  pulled  from  a 
Pride  Week  art  show  in  the  District  Building,  Washington  D.C.’s  city  hall.  The  drawings  are 
not  pornographic,  but  all  show  same-sex  couples  embracing.  Other  drawings  are  rematted 
to  mask  their  homoeroticism.  A  guide  to  the  art  show  which  includes  biographies  of  the 
artists  is  changed,  with  references  made  to  lovers  deleted.  Doug  Bailey,  who  organized  the 
show  of  lesbian  and  gay  art,  quietly  acquiesces  to  these  changes  requested  by  the  Mayor’s 
office.  “This  is,  after  all,  a  public  building,”  he  says.  “We  wouldn’t  want  to  offend 
anybody.”  Bailey  describes  himself  as  “apolitical.” 

Item :  Georgetown  University,  an  institution  which  has  been  found  guilty  of 
discriminating  against  two  gay  and  lesbian  student  groups,  is  one  of  seven  “non-profit” 
institutions  set  to  benefit  from  the  city’s  bond  issuance.  The  Gay  Activists  Alliance  gets 
Councilmember  John  Wilson  to  tack  on  an  amendment  denying  funds  to  any  institution 
that  violates  the  city’s  Human  Rights  Act.  The  Gertrude  Stein  Democratic  Club,  which  has  a 
long  history  and  a  great  track  record  of  lobbying  the  City  Council,  opts  not  to  push  for  the 
amendment  because  its  passage  is  not  a  certainty.  Says  Stein  president  Bill  Bogan,  “1  don’t 
feel  it  would  be  wise  to  place  the  gay  community  and  this  organization  out  on  a  limb  until  we 
determine  what  kind  of  support  this  proposal  will  receive.” 

Ah,  yes,  Pride  Week  in  Washington.  Time  to  don  our  gay  apparel,  at  least  for  the  parade, 
rejoice  in  the  attention  we’re  getting  from  politicians,  and  congratulate  ourselves  on  having 
come  so  far  in  the  15  years  since  Stonewall.  If  the  events  of  that  week  tell  us  anything,  it’s 
that  in  this  city,  where  people  speak  so  often  of  the  clout  of  the  gay  and  lesbian  community, 
we  are  still  basically  powerless.  We  seem  to  do  a  mediocre  job  of  organizing  for  laws, 
festivals,  appointments,  etc.,  but  we  have  hardly  begun  to  think  about  organizing  for 
power.  1  remember  the  CBS  News  program  entitled  “Gay  Power,  Gay  Politics”  which 
showed  those  villainous  faggots  and  dykes  in  San  Francisco  withholding  their  support  from 
politicians  until  they  extracted  concessions.  The  program  concluded  with  Harry  Reasoner 
standing  in  a  Bay  Area  breeze  warning  America  that  “this  can  happen  in  your  town,  too!” 

Damn  right,  Harry.  Given  our  numbers  and  our  money,  there’s  no  reason  why  we 
shouldn’t  be  a  power  to  be  reckoned  with  in  this  country.  Of  course,  we  need  to  consider  the 
ways  in  which  we  deny  ourselves  the  very  future  we  seek.  I  would  suggest  the  following: 

1.  NO  MORE  PANDERING  TO  HOMOPHOBIA.  We  lose  any  time  we  acquiesce  to 
anyone  else’s  desire  that  we  step  back  into  the  closet.  When  the  Mayor  implies  that 
acceptable  gay  and  lesbian  art  is  limited  to  landscapes  and  paintings  of  Marilyn  Monroe,  the 
proper  response  is  a  hearty  “Up  yours!”  The  entire  art  show  should  have  been  pulled  and  a 
giant  protest  organized.  We  have  been  subjected  to  images  of  heterosexuality  all  our  lives. 
We  will  cease  to  be  powerless  when  we  cease  to  be  invisible.  And  creating  and  displaying 
images  of  our  lives  is  an  important  part  of  the  process  of  shattering  our  invisibility.  A 
drawing  of  two  men  embracing  speaks  more  to  my  experience  than  any  of  the  works  hanging 
in  the  National  Gallery.  That  the  Mayor  would  insinuate  that  such  works  are  inappropriate 
for  public  display  and  that  a  gay  male  artist  who  posits  himself  as  a  leader  of  the  community 
would  simply  agree  with  that  assessment  disgusts  me.  It’s  a  rerun  of  the  old  “It’s  okay,  just 
don’t  be  blatant”  response  to  homosexuality.  The  fact  is,  it  will  never  be  okay  until  it  is 
always  blatant. 

We  hide  ourselves  in  so  many  ways,  even  those  of  us  who  are  “out.”  We  don’t  think  we 
live  in  the  closet,  but  we  certainly  visit  it  often  enough.  Do  you  find  yourself  using  words  like 
“friend”  or  “housemate”  when  discussing  your  lover  with  someone?  Do  you  have 
difficulty  at  marches  and  rallies  shouting  pro-gay  slogans?  Do  they  sound  trite?  Do  you  feel 
awkward  walking  down  the  street  holding  your  lover’s  hand?  Even  in  the  gayest  of  ghettos? 
How  often  have  you  seen  two  people  who  are  obviously  lovers  reunited  at  the  airport  with  a 
handshake  or  a  stilted  embrace?  Why  do  such  simple  expressions  of  love  make  us  so  self- 
conscious,  when  behind  closed  doors  we  are  capable  of  expressing  our  love  in  a  myriad  of 
wonderful  ways? 

I  am  as  guilty  of  this  as  anyone.  In  college,  I  used  to  wear  gay  pride  t-shirts  to  any  class 
taught  by  a  Jesuit.  Now,  I  find  myself  thinking  twice  before  pulling  a  gay  paper  out  of  my 
briefcase  on  the  subways.  My  palms  sweat  when  I  turn  in  an  insurance  form  naming  my 
lover  as  the  beneficiary.  It’s  not  a  question  of  beliefs.  I  know  that  there  is  absolutely  nothing 
wrong  with  what  I  am  and  what  he  and  I  feel  for  and  do  to  each  other.  No,  it’s  that  every  day 
I  find  myself  challenged  —  placed  in  situations  in  which  there  exists  the  possibility  that 
someone  will  be  unpleasant  because  I’m  gay.  Sometimes  I  opt  to  disguise  or  skirt  or  tone 


down  my  homosexuality  in  order  to  avoid  someone  else's  unpleasant  reaction.  In  ether 
words,  I  deny  being  what  I  am.  I,  as  an  individual,  and  we,  as  a  community,  must  learn  that 
such  self-denial  is  a  terrible  mistake.  People  will  only  stop  hating  us  when  they  know  us. 
They  will  only  know  us  when  we  make  ourselves  obvious. 

By  responding  to  those  daily  challenges  in  a  self-affirming  way,  we  get  into  a  habit 
that’s  empowering.  By  daring  to  read  GCN  on  the  subway,  I  give  encouragement  to 
someone  who’s  Blade  is  languishing  in  their  knapsack,  and  hasten  the  day  when  the  sight  of 
a  gay  newspaper  (read,  a  gay  person)  will  not  shock  anyone.  There  will  come  a  time  when  we 
can  be  as  relaxed  and  natural  about  our  behavior  in  public  as  we  are  in  private.  We  can  reach 
that  point  only  by  a  constant  effort  to  be  open  and  obvious;  otherwise  it  only  serves  the 
interests  of  those  who  oppress  us.  It  is  difficult  to  put  yourself  on  the  line,  I  know,  but  we 
only  overcome  our  reticence  with  practice,  and  it’s  only  when  more  of  us  are  open  that 
openness  will  be  easy.  Our  daring  and  our  numbers  make  it  easy  to  be  gay  and  lesbian  on 
Pride  Day.  The  challenge  before  us  is  to  make  every  day  like  Pride  Day. 

2.  LEARN  TO  RECOGNIZE  THE  ENEMY  and  be  prepared  for  the  sad  truth  that  he 
or  she  often  comes  from  our  own  ranks.  At  Georgetown,  our  greatest  opposition  came  not 
from  administrators  who  were  straight,  but  from  those  who  were  living  in  the  closet,  and 
who  had  hidden  their  .homosexuality  their  whole  lives,  deeply  resenting  young  people 
determined  not  to  hide.  Does  anyone  really  wonder  why  the  Catholic  Church  is  so 
steadfastly  homophobic? 

Furthermore,  we  have  to  realize  that  our  community  is  not  well-served  by  leaders  like 
Bailey  and  Bogan,  who  respond  to  threats  by  mixing  Bloody  Marys  and  who  run  from  fights 
because  victory  is  not  certain. 

3.  TO  HELL  WITH  BEING  LIKED.  As  Saul  Alinsky  taught,  people  are  kept 
powerless  by  the  wedge  driven  between  our  public  and  private  selves.  In  politics,  commerce, 
in  all  forms  of  social  interaction,  we  abide  by  rules  of  civil  behavior  —  rules  that  are 
somehow  violated  when  we  make  demands  on  the  system  and  the  people  who  run  it.  We 
hesitate  to  make  demands  because  it  means  that  people  with  power  will  not  like  us  and  we 
will  run  the  risk  of  being  labelled  “uppity  blacks,”  “pushy  women,”  or  “blatant 
homosexuals.”  We  have  to  run  that  risk  because  the  only  people  who  eventually  get  their 
piece  of  the  pie  are  those  who  are  uppity,  pushy,  and  blatant.  Squeaky  wheels  get  oiled. 

In  addition,  we  have  to  recognize  the  danger  inherent  in  cozy  relationships  with  those 
who  already  have  power.  The  Mayor  says  he’s  “our  friend.”  He  comes  to  our  functions,  he 
pats  us  on  the  back,  calls  us  by  our  first  names.  That  might  be  an  indication  of  how  much 
clout  we  have;  it  may  also  be  a  way  of  disarming  us.  It  is,  after  all,  far  more  difficult  to  call  a 
friend  to  task  for  a  homophobic  action  than  someone  we  view  as  an  opponent.  Friendship  is 
a  two-way  street.  Our  interests  are  not  served  by  someone  who  patronizes  us  and  takes  us  for 
granted.  Our  powerlessness  is  underscored  when  we  find  ourselves  unwilling  to  press 
legitimate  demands  when  it  might  upset  our  relationship  with  the  powerful.  You  can  label  it 
friendship,  but  we’re  still  on  a  leash. 

4.  DREAM  BIG.  We  need  to  stop  denying  what  it  is  we  want.  Opponents  say,  “You 
want  homosexuality  taught  in  schools!”  We  say,  “No,  not  us!”  They  say,  “Soon  there  will 
be  homosexual  marriages,  adoption,  sit-coms  on  TV!”  We  say,  “No,  not  us!” 

I  may  be  in  the  minority,  but  I  believe  that  children  should  be  taught  that  homosexuality  is 
as  natural  and  fulfilling  as  heterosexuality.  It  is.  I  believe  that  the  state  should  recognize  our 
relationships  and  reward  them  with  the  same  legal  and  financial  benefits  afforded 
heterosexual  marriages.  We  should  be  able  to  adopt  children.  Positive  images  of  gay  men 
and  lesbians  should  be  beamed  into  America’s  living  rooms,  especially  on  Saturday 
mornings.  I  want  to  be  able  to  embrace  my  lover  on  any  street  in  this  country.  Even  in  Utah! 
Yes,  I  do  want  to  dance  at  Disneyland.  And  while  we’re  on  the  subject,  how  about  a  gay  and 
lesbian  airlines  with  convenient  flights  connecting  the  places  we  live  and  play.  That  would 
certainly  make  traveling  an  adventure  again.  How  about  a  film  studio  where  the  talents  of 
gay  and  lesbian  artists,  actors,  cinematographers,  and  musicians  will  be  pooled  to  create 
films  that  discuss  our  lives,  recover  our  past,  and  explore  our  future?  I  could  go  on,  ad 
nauseum.  My  point  is  simply  that  we  need  to  stop  denying  what  it  is  we’re  about.  We  need  to 
stop  denying  that  what  we’re  about  is  a  complete  overhaul  of  American  society  and  its 
vaules.  We  may  never  see  those  changes  in  our  lifetimes,  but  one  thing  is  certain:  self-denial 
will  never  make  it  happen. 


Community  Voices 


meow,  meow 

Dear  Jason: 

My  palace  spies  have  informed  me  that  a  cer¬ 
tain  tacky  queen  going  by  the  pseudonym  “Joey 
Ganimeed”  has  been  presuming  to  offer  you  the 
‘facts  of  life’  about  gay  existence  (GCN,  August 
11,  1984).  The  next  time  you  see  him,  tell  him 
from  me,  “Come  off  it,  Mary.” 

The  way  he  tells  it,  his  ten  rules  of  gay  life  were 
presumably  intended  to  explain  to  you  why  that 
bastard  broke  your  heart.  As  far  as  1  can  see,  the 
reasons  are,  according  to  him,  that: 

1.  Gay  Life  is  Not  a  William  Higgins  Movie. 
You  think  Kip  Knoll  wouldn’t  break  your  heart? 
Listen,  chickie,  my  problem  is  that  1  am  con¬ 
stantly  being  taken  home  by  boys  who  do  look  ex¬ 
actly  like  Kip  Knoll,  and  who  (a)  turn  out  to  be 
assholes  (b)  behave  like  Gumby  dolls  in  bed  (c)  get 
up  in  the  middle  of  the  night  to  put  money  in  the 
parking  meter  and  never  come  back  (d)  give  me 
phone  numbers  that  turn  out  to  have  been  dis¬ 
connected. 

2.  You  Look  Wrong.  People  who  look  “right” 
aren’t  interested  in  other  people.  In  fact,  besides 
the  weight-lifting  and  the  wardrobe,  Joey  left  out 
one  essential  ingredient:  to  look  “right,”  you 
must  cultivate  a  case  of  Attitude  that  couldn’t  be 
penetrated  by  a  pneumatic  drill.  Thereupon  you 
will  indeed  look  "right,”  you  will  be  enviously 
ogled  by  everyone  in  the  bar  all  night  long,  and  at 
closing  time  you  will  go  home  alone. 

3.  You  didn’t  pay  for  your  own  drinks,  or 
something.  What  kind  of  a  gold-digger  does  he 
think  you  are,  anyway?  Of  course,  if  you  are,  as 
he  says,  21  years  old,  you  can’t  be  expected  to  pay 
for  the  other  guy’s  drinks,  too.  When  I  was  21 
years  old,  1  was  earning  about  $30  a  week,  swat¬ 
ting  flies.  1  got  30  cents  a  fly.  1  had  to  walk  to 
school,  too,  and  1  had  to  break  the  ice  in  the  pit¬ 
cher  before  1  could  was  in  the  morning.  You 


young  kids  have  it  easy.  Why,  I  could  tell  you 
stories.... 

4.  He  was  bigger  than  you.  Sounds  like  he 
broke  something  besides  your  heart.  Maybe  your 
sacroiliac?  Poor  Joey  was  scared  the  first  time 
somebody  offered  to  tie  him  up  with  a  belt.  The 
first  time  that  happened  to  me,  by  the  time  the 
guy  figured  out  how  to  do  it,  1  was  asleep. 

5.  He  wasn’t  being  a  “friend  as  well  as  a 
lover.”  See  Fran  Lebowitz  on  the  irreplaceable 
necessity  of  the  “empty,  meaningless  fuck”  in  a 
person’s  life.  These  gentlemen  are  known  as 
“tricks,”  and  they  are  like  pennies  from  heaven. 
You  don’t  have  to  do  anything  to  deserve  them  — 
they  just  arrive.  And,  thank  God,  leave. 

6.  AH  Men  Are  Bastards.  1  learned  this  self- 
evident  statement  from  Joan  Crawford  at  age 
eighteen  months.  (Me,  not  her.) 

7.  Straight  people  don’t  like  gay  people.  What 
this  has  to  do  with  that  bastard  breaking  your 
heart  1  don’t  know,  unless  he  was  straight.  Frank¬ 
ly,  the  most  alarming  thing  a  lover  of  mine  ever 
did  was  invite  me  home  for  a  weekend  with  the 
wife  and  kids  —  none  of  whom  knew  about  the 
nature  of  our  relationship.  I  conveniently  mis- 
remembered  the  date  of  the  invitation:  “1  was 
waiting  on  that  street  corner  for  you  all  Sunday. 
Oh,  you  meant  Saturday^. 

8.  All  Hairdressers  are  Killers.  He  adds  a 
corollary  that  “I’ve  met  more  than  my  share  of 
leather  men  who  are  real  pussycats.”  Darling, 
I’ve  never  met  one  leather  man  who,  upon  our  ar¬ 
riving  at  his  place,  could  be  persuaded  to  dispense 
with  a  demonstration  of  his  Barbra  Streisand  lip- 
synching  technique,  in  costume.  In  fact,  you 
might  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  “All  Leather  Men 
are  Hairdresssers.”  Which,  combined  with  the 
foregoing  statement,  makes  a  pretty  syllogism. 

9.  “Get  a  Good  Doctor.”  Sounds  like  some¬ 
body  gave  somebody  a  “souvenir  d  amour, 
hmm?  The  reaction  to  this  all  depends  on  the 


situation.  If  all  cards  were  on  the  table,  it  should 
be  relatively  easy  to  sort  through  the  emotions 
over  time.  But  if  you  had  both  sworn  eternal 
monogamous  devotion  months  beforehand,  then 
in  the  immortal  words  of  Dorothy  Parker,  “one 
of  you  is  lying.”  No  matter  what  your  mommy  or 
sugar-daddy  told  you,  you  can’t  get  it  from  a 
toilet  seat. 

10.  You  didn’t  “find  an  interesting  hobby.” 
Joey’s,  for  instance,  is  writing  humorous  articles 
for  GCN  under  a  cutesy  pseudonym.  At  least,  1 
certainly  hope  it’s  a  pseudonym.  If  it  isn’t,  he’d 
better  find  one.  The  American  Heritage  Diction¬ 
ary  (the  one  with  the  entry  for  “fuck”)  lists  two 
definitions  of  “Ganymede”  :  “A  Trojan  boy  of 
great  beauty  whom  Zeus  carried  away  to  be  cup¬ 
bearer  to  the  gods”  (really,  my  dear,  somebody 
fancies  himself);  or  “a  young  waiter  or  bar  at¬ 
tendant.”  We  know  he  attends  the  bars,  but  who 
would  have  ever  thought  he  had  to  wait  in  them, 
with  all  the  sage  advice  he’s  been  handing  out? 

Meow,  meow,  darlings  — 

Gary  Ralph 
Cambridge,  MA 

Charlie 

Cunningham 

Dear  People: 

Just  a  note  to  tell  you  of  the  passing  of  former 
GCN  staff  member  (1974-75)  Charlie  Cunning¬ 
ham.  He  died  last  month  after  a  year  of  fighting 
AIDS. 

Let’s  send  his  soul  onward  in  peace  and  let’s 
double  our  efforts  to  conquer  the  killer. 

Take  care, 

Satya  Littlebear 
Oakland,  CA 


a  resource  is  lost 

Dear  GCN: 

We  wish  to  express  our  regret  and  disappoint¬ 
ment  that  Jeremy  Grainger  no  longer  works  at 
Glad  Day  Bookshop.  He  was  recently  fired  by  the 
owner  of  the  store  owing  to  a  conflict  of  per¬ 
sonalities. 

Jeremy’s  expertise  and  devotion  during  his 
time  at  Glad  Day  have  contributed  a  great  deal  to 
the  store’s  high  quality,  diversity  and  appealing 
atmosphere.  It  was  always  a  refreshing  experience 
to  walk  into  Glad  Day  and  be  greeted  by  Jeremy’s 
friendliness  and  the  latest  tidbit  of  gay-publishing 
news  that  he  knew  we’d  find  relevant.  We 
especially  appreciate  his  efforts  to  make  women 
feel  welcome  at  Glad  Day,  which  has  historically 
attracted  a  predominantly  male  clientele.  We  feel 
that  the  store  has  lost  a  valuable  resource  in 
Jeremy. 

We  continue  to  respect  Glad  Day  Bookshop  for 
its  superb  selection  of  gay  literature  and  its  daring 
radicalness.  It  is  an  oasis  of  gay  and  feminist 
spirit  in  the  mainstream  desert  of  dow  ntown  Bos¬ 
ton.  But  Glad  Day’s  specialness,  like  that  of  most 
institutions  in  the  gay  community,  is  due  very 
largely  to  the  spirit  and  dedication  of  the  people 
who  work  there.  That  the  owner  of  the  store 
would  arbitrarily  dismiss  and  particularly  dedi¬ 
cated  and  community-oriented  employee  for  no 
other  reason  that  personal  dislike  will,  iaour  opi¬ 
nion,  lower  the  store’s  standing  within  the  com¬ 
munity.  Our  own  visits  there  are  likely  to  be  much 
less  frequent  from  now  on. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy  Duren 
Beryl-Elise  Hoffstein 
Jassy  Kowalski 
Susan  Rust 
Boston,  MA 
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AWESOME! 


“If  you  liked  the  280  ZX  you'll  love 
the  300!" 

Car  &  Driver: 

"Fast  and  furious.  The  fastest 
Z  ever!" 

You  have  to  drive  it  to  believe  it. 

At  the  Z  Place  we  always  have  Z's 
in  stock.  Come  in  for  a  test  drive. 

Buy  one  or  lease  one  ...  but  drive 
your  own  Z. 


THE  ZZZZZ  PLACE 


1180  Washington  Street 
From  the  Mass  Pike  take  exit  17E 
(going  towards  Boston) 
or  16W  (away  from  Boston) 
then  curl  back  onto 
Washington  Street. 
Telephone  332-7800 


GAYELL0W  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  19/3 
Accommodations,  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  book¬ 
stores,  businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors, 
hotels,  lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications, 
organizations,  religious  groups,  services,  social 
groups,  switchboards,  therapists,  travel  agents, 
etc  ,  etc  ,  etc.  (area  codes  &  zip  codes  too1 ) 

USA  &  CANADA  S10. 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $3.50;  includes 
Manhattan  par  notes  &  women's  section. 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $3.50;  Alabama.  Arkansas, 
N  &  S.  Carolina.  Florida.  Georgia,  Kansas,  Ken¬ 
tucky,  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Missouri,  New. 
Mexico,  Oklahoma,  Puerto  Rico.  Tennessee, 
Texas,  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $3.50;  Connecticut. 
Delaware,  District  of  Columbia.  Maine,  Maryland, 
Massachusetts.  New  Hampshire.  Ohio,  Pennsylva¬ 
nia,  Rhode  Island,  Vermont,  W.  Virginia. 

SPARTACUS  INTERNATIONAL  GAY  GUIDE  tor  men 
$20;  The  rest  of  the  world;  does  not  include  USA  or 
Canada;  men's  coverage  only. 

Renaissance  House,  Box  292GCN  Village  Station, 
NY,  NY  10014  212-929-7720.  All  books  discreetly 
by  first  class  mail;  your  name  kept  strictly  confiden¬ 
tial.  To  list  a  business  or  organization,  or  for  further 
information,  send  stamped  self-addressed 
business-size  envelope  Please  contact  us  for 
prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order  from  Glad 
Day  Books,  648A  Yonge  St.,  Toronto.  Ontario  M4'Y 
2A6  416-961-4161  (check  for  prices). 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


LOOKING  AT 
USED  CARS  ? 

Before  buying  one,  bring  it  to 
us  for  a  complete  evaluation. 
&20.  for  4  or  6  cylinder  cars  — 
$5.  extra  for  V-8,  van  or  A/C 
(with  this  ad).  If  you  would  like 
a  woman  mechanic  to  work  on 
your  car,  please  say  so  when 
you  make  your  appointment. 

J.&S.  AUTOMOTIVE 
277  Northampton  Street 
2670300 


mam 


THE  GAY  GUY’S  GUIDE 


NO.  STATION 
CINEMA  2  •  22 


227-0513 


-  DIRECT  FROM  NEW  YORK 

“BOYS  ACADEMY” 
AND 

“DISCHARGE” 


°ston'S  Best  *«  *ale  Sh o*! 


10%  off  all  Services  With  This  Ad 

Printing  131 

(formerly  Copy  Cellar) 

Printing  •  Copying 
•  Typesetting  • 

Opening  Evenings  and  Saturday 
Mon.-Fri.  9am-8pm  Sat.  llam-4pm 

REDUCTIONS,  ENLARGEMENTS, 

ARTWORK  AND  TYPING  SERVICE 

131  Charles  Street,  Boston  (617)  723-5130 


N*' 

Freedom’s  Just 

Between  Attack  and  Abandonment 

Women  In  Cages 


The  following  are  several  pieces 
compiled  from  letters  and  articles 
written  by  lesbians  in  prison.  They 
speak  for  themselves.  White  they 
don’t  give  a  complete  picture  of 
the  scene ,  of  course,  they  do  give 
the  flavor(lessness)  of  the  minds/ 
attitudes  that  manage  the  prison 
business.  ( It’s  very  profitable  for 
some!)  And  also  the  attitudes,  on 
ail  of  our  parts  to  some  extent,  that 
the  definition  of  what  is  a  “crime” 
(and  the  management  of 
“ criminals ”,  like  queers,  for  ex¬ 
ample)  should  be  left  largely  to  ex¬ 
perts:  lawyers,  judges,  social 
workers,  psychologists, 
preachers  /  priests,  cops, 
legislators,  etc.  Community  in¬ 
volvement  is  actively  discouraged 
in  prisons,  even  though  they  claim 
out  of  the  other  side  of  their 
mouths  that  they’re  interested  in 
‘  ‘rehabilitation  ”  and  reintegrating 
the  prisoner  into  the  community. 

Prisons  can  only  be  the  terrible 
threats  they  are  for  keeping  us  all 
“in  line”  as  long  as  we  on  the  out¬ 
side  show  so  little  interest  in  what 
goes  on  behind  the  walls  (or  in 
legislative  and  judicial  “back 
rooms.  ” 

We  would  love  to  hear  more  on 
these  issues  from  people  inside  and 
outside  the  prison  system. 

Please  check  the  Prisoner  Pro¬ 
ject  News  Note  on  page  2  of  this 
week ’s  paper  for  ways  you  can  get 
involved.  Every  other  week  (not 
this  one,  however)  there  is  a  half 
page  of  “Prisoners  Seeking 
Friends”  (penpals)  with  notes  on 
Prisoner  Project  activities.  The 
last  of  these  pieces  (by  “X-Con”) 
is  taken  from  an  excellent  issue  of 
Through  The  Looking  Glass 
(May -June,  1984),  (a  woman  and 
youth  prison  newsletter),  c/o  Gay 
Community  Social  Services,  PO 
Box  22228,  Seattle,  WA  98122. 


The  prison  system  is  so 
homophobic  that  it  bounces  from 
one  extreme  to  the  other.  On  the 
one  hand  it  goes  around  refusing 
to  even  admit  that  homosexuality 
exists.  I  once  heard  a  female 
superintendent  in  here  telling 
someone  that,  “We  have  no  les¬ 
bians  here.” 

On  the  other  hand  California 
Institution  for  Women  (CIW)  is 
so  paranoid  that  is  states  explicitly 
in  its  regulations  the  the  “consent¬ 
ing  adult  law”  in  California  does 
not  apply  to  prisoners.  I  asked  one 
official  why  we  were  not  afforded 
the  protection  of  the  law  in  this 
case.  His  answer:  “You’re  not  in 
California.”  He  added  that,  “As 
long  as  you’re  a  prisoner  you’re 
not  protected  by  any  flaky 
California  laws.  You  don’t  need  it 
because  you  don’t  exist.” 

Now  that’s  a  funny  damn  thing 
since  neither  our  existence  nor  our 
residency  in  this  state  is  in  ques¬ 
tion  when  they  want  to  prosecute 
us  for  “crimes”  committed  in  the 
prison. 

He  cut  the  “conversation”  off 
at  that  point  and  walked  off 
swearing  at  the  stupid  “bitches.” 

Such  is  the  life  of  a  lesbian  in 
the  pen.  There  are  a  few  who  are 
for  real,  but  they  often  have  their 
women  in  here  with  them.  I’m  not 
sure  if  they  don’t  trust  them,  or  if 
they  just  like  keeping  the  family 
together. 

So  many  times  you  reach  out, 
hoping,  needing  desperately  to 


feel  the  bonds  of  true  intimacy, 
only  to  find  another  jailhouse 
game. 

Oh,  the  yard  is  full  of  “want  to 
he’s”  and  “pretend  to  he’s”,  but 
it  is  definitely  lacking  in  those  who 
“are”  (upfront)!  There  are  those 
who  play  the  “hot  shot  stud”  in 
here;  then,  the  day  they  parole, 
it’s  all  about  the  high  heels,  a 
dress,  make-up  and  their  ‘old 
man.’ 

Then  there’s  the  sad  fact  that 
for  many,  this  place  is  all  they 
know.  It’s  home.  Soooo,  conver¬ 
sation  relating  to  living  beyond 
the  walls  falls  on  deaf  ears  some¬ 
times. 


There’s  always  masturbation, 
of  course,  providing  you  don’t  get 
caught.  They  have  this  archaic 
sense  of  morals  around  here:  you 
can’t  play  with  anything  that 
belongs  to  anyone  else  and  you 
can’t  play  with  yours  either. 

The  head  games  that  get  played 
with  the  lesbian  population 
bounce  back  and  forth  between 
attack  and  total  abandonment. 
This  only  serves  to  reinforce  the 
confusion  which  is  all  too 
prevalent  within  the  system  and 
society. 

It’s  difficult  to  maintain  our 
dignity  in  the  best  of  cir¬ 
cumstances,  and  it’s  damn  near 
impossible  when  you  need  to  “ex¬ 
ist”  where  you  “don’t  exist”  to  be 
“true  to  your  identity”  when  you 
“don’t  have  one.” 

Another  important  factor  is 
that  99.9  percent  of  the  “relation¬ 
ships”  are  more  a  matter  of 
possession  than  of  partnership. 
Ah,  but  life  goes  on  and  you 
resign  yourself  to  the  fact  that  to¬ 
day  is  for  you  alone  and  maybe 
tomorrow  will  bring  some  “shar¬ 
ing.”  And  you  settle  yourself  in  to 
nice  platonic  friendships  of  deep 
value.  You  smile  to  yourself  when 
you  think  about  how  lucky  you 
are  to  find  the  warmth  and  beauty 


of  sisterhood,  the  special  caring  of 
women  who  touch  your  heart  and 
reach  your  soul  without  fucking 
with  your  mind  or  body  —  and 
you  love  them,  from  your  center, 
and  you’re  thankful  for  the  reality 
of  life. 

Then,  you  laugh  with 
yourself  —  as  you  try  not  to 
think  about  —  how  great 

—  a  good 

—  long 

—  “lay” 

—  would  be  . . . 

—  Eronel 


NO  MORE  SHIT 


Sexual  relationships  in  here  do 
exist  but  I’m  not  sure  there’s  a  lot 
of  them. 

It’s  very  difficult  to  have  a  sex¬ 
ual  relationship.  Unless  you  hap¬ 
pen  to  get  a  roommate,  any  sexual 
involvements  would  totally  consist 
of  “quickies.”  We  have  a  lot  of 
semi-private  rooms  or  small 
dorms  (3-6  women),  so  if  you  luck 
up  with  the  right  roommate,  you 
could  be  more  sexually  active. 

The  quickies  in  the  drip  dry 
room  or  the  room  where  our 
clothes  are  washed  happen,  but 
how  much  enjoyment  can  you  get 
when  three-fourths  of  your  atten¬ 
tion  is  listening  and  watching  for 
the  guards! 

I’ve  seen  women  here  that  1  am 
sexually  attracted  to  but  I  feel  the 
hassles  and  humiliation  are  too 
much  for  me  to  deal  with.  To  me  a 
quickie  just  wouldn’t  do  it  after 
being  locked  up  for  over  a  year. 
But  I  can  understand  roommates 
becoming  involved.  I  mean,  after 
all,  we  are  human. 

Another  thing  I’d  like  to  men¬ 
tion  is  the  headgames  that  penpals 
play.  1  have  seen  it  more  from  my 
penpals  on  the  outside  than  from 
those  of  us  in  here. 

To  be  more  specific,  I  try  to  be 
a  friend  not  just  a  distant  person. 


I’ve  had  women  write  me  and  I 
just  start  feeling  comfortable  with 
them  and  for  no  obvious  reason 
they’d  just  quit  writing.  Not  even 
the  courtesy  to  tell  you  why  they 
wouldn’t  be  writing  anymore. 

Another  thing  is  people  often 
deal  with  you  as  a  role  instead  of 
as  a  friend.  Even  though  1  am 
“butch,”  I’d  like  to  be  able  to  be 
just  friends  without  feeling 
obligated  to  talk  “tough.”  I  had 
one  penpal  that  after  two  letters 
wanted  me  to  relocate  to  her  home 
state  and  when  1  told  her  1  didn’t 
know  her  well  enough  to  make 
that  commitment,  she  no  longer 
wrote. 


Sex  on  female  units  is  treated  as  a 
“ disgusting  and  degrading 
practice ,  99  and  women  have  gone  to 
solitary  confinement  for  as  little  as 
a  peck  on  the  cheek .  In  an  environ¬ 
ment  such  as  this,  tenderness  is 
punished  more  often  than  violence. 


The  head  games  that  get  played 
with  the  lesbian  population  bounce 
back  and  forth  between  attack  and 
total  abandonment .  This  only 
serves  to  reinforce  the  confusion 
which  is  all  too  prevalent  within  the 
system  and  society. 
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1  don’t  let  the  head  games  or 
disappointment  of  previous  pen¬ 
pals  create  my  attitude  for  present 
or  future  penpals.  I  just  mark  the 
bad  experiences  off  and  continue 
on  —  barely  missing  a  step. 

—  Mary  Kathleen  Humphreys 


forms  for  enrollment  and  got 
ready.  However,  someone 
fabricated  a  story  that  1  and  a 
“friend”  of  mine  were  planning 
an  escape,  so  the  institution 
placed  us  on  max  status  (in  viola¬ 
tion  of  administration  rules  [AR] 
requiring  a  hearing).  I  was  told  1 
could  not  attend  college. 

I  began  to  fight  this  through  our 


Lesbians  get  into  jail  and  prisons 
just  like  anybody  else .  And  for  the 
same  kinds  of  things  —  being  poor 
is  one  of  the  top  things . 


The  Texas  Department  of 
“Corrections”  is  the  largest  state 
prison  system  in  this  country,  with 
more  than  20  separate  units  hous¬ 
ing  upwards  of  35,000  prisoners. 
The  system  is  run  by  a  network  of 
“good  old  boys,”  and  its  policies 
are  a  direct  reflection  of  their  per¬ 
sonal  morals  and  values,  so 
homophobia  is  the  rule  rather 
than  the  exception.  A  certain 
amount  of  sexual  activity  is  ex¬ 
pected,  and  overlooked  (if  discreet 
enough),  among  the  male 
prisoners  because  of  the  misguid¬ 
ed  belief  that  men  have  a  stronger 
“sex  drive”  than  women,  and 
must  have  some  outlet  for  it.  In 
actuality,  most  “sexual”  activity 
on  male  units  has  more  to  do  with 
violence  and  dominance  than  with 
homosexuality;  while  non-lesbian 
female  prisoners  may  engage  in 
sexual  relationships  in  prison  for 
emotional  bonding  and  to  belong 
to  a  certain  group,  yet  female 
prisoners  are  punished  more 
severely  for  violations  of  rules  per¬ 
taining  to  sexual  activity.  Sex  on 
female  units  is  treated  as  a 
“disgusting  and  degrading  prac¬ 
tice,”  and  women  have  lost  ac¬ 
crued  good-time  and  gone  to 
solitary  confinement  for  as  little  as 
a  peck  on  the  cheek.  In  an  en¬ 


grievance  officer,  and  stated 
which  AR  had  been  violated.  Dur¬ 
ing  this  time  1  had  also  been 
elected  by  my  housing  unit  to  be 
on  the  “communication  commit¬ 
tee”,  a  group  of  prisoners  that 
meet  with  staff  members  twice  a 
month  (once  to  ask  questions,  the 
other  time  to  get  answers).  As  I 
was  going  over  the  AR  book  for 
my  status  change,  1  read  several 
other  ARs  I  believed  the  institu¬ 
tion  was  violating  so  I  decided  to 
ask  about  them  at  the  meeting.  I 
also  asked  why  men’s  prisons  had 
things  we  didn’t.  Such  as  more 
types  of  recreation  and  more  pro¬ 
grams  for  training.  No  answer. 

At  this  point  I  was  classified, 
“unofficially”  of  course,  as  a 
troublemaker  and  rabble  rouser.  I 
was  told  I  could  cause  the  loss  of 
certain  privileges  and  gain 
nothing.  I  was  taken  aside  on 
more  than  one  occasion  and  told 
such  things  as:  “you  are  rude  and 
abrasive  and  we  have  ways  of 
dealing  with  people  like  you,”  and 
“the  women  don’t  want  you  on 
‘communication’  because  they 
feel  you  will  cause  them  to  lose 
things,”  and  “I  hope  you  get  what 
you  deserve  out  of  life.”  I  don’t 
think  the  man  who  said  that  was 
wishing  me  luck. 


Get  out ,  and  you  find  a  new  world , 
thinking  it9s  freedom.  Freedom  to 
work  your  ass  off  for  money  just  to 
get  by.  If  you  make  it  through  all 
the  [coming  out]  changes  it  puts 
you  through ,  another  awakening  is 
that  it  is  not  much  different  than 
doing  time ...  This  is  why  we  have  to 
work  out  our  differences...  We 
need  to  be  thinking  about  what  it 
means  the  way  they  are  locking  us 
up,  and  turning  us  on  each  other. 


vironment  such  as  this,  where 
tenderness  is  punished  more  often 
than  violence,  to  be  known  as  a 
woman  who  loves  women  isn’t 
good,  but  to  voluntarily  admit  is 
positively  foolhardy.  The  receipt 
of  GCN  was  denied  me  for  many 
years  by  the  mail  rules  here,  but 
just  being  on  the  list  and  getting  it 
rejected  was  considered  to  be  ad¬ 
mission  of  “perversion”  and  what 
they  call  “sexual  malpractice.” 

Do  you  know  anything  about 
the  possible  plight  of  gay 
prisoners  in  your  own  state?  Do 
you  care?  Remember,  people  in 
prison  are  restricted  in  many  more 
ways  than  just  freedom  of  move¬ 
ment,  and  everyone  is  a  potential 
“convict.” 

Thanks  for  everything  you  do. 

R.  L.  Richardson 
285002 

Rt  4,  Box  800,  MVG-1 
Gatesville,  TX  76528 


1  am  presently  at  the  Ohio 
Reformatory  for  Women  in 
Marysville.  There  is  so  much  1 
want  to  say,  I’m  not  sure  where  to 
begin. 

When  I  first  came  to  ORW,  I 
had  already  decided  to  enter  the 
college  program  here.  My  full  in¬ 
tentions  were  to  do  my  time  and 
improve  myself  as  much  as  possi¬ 
ble.  I  filled  out  the  necessary 


broke  a  rule.  An  officer  can 
fabricate  a  “disciplinary  ticket” 
at  will.  If  this  should  happen 
again  I  will  be  kicked  out  of 
school. 

I  have  attempted  to  solve  my 
problems  by  writing  the  director, 
but  my  letter  was  sent  back  (stop¬ 
ped  before  going  out)  and  I  was 
not  able  to  talk  to  him.  I  have, 
tried  filing  grievances  and  am 
denied.  I  have  tried  seeing  the 
superintendent  but  she  won’t  see 
me.  If  1  don’t  get  help  from 
somewhere  I  could  end  up  with 
some  very  real  problems,  such  as 
being  locked  up  in  administrative 
isolation. 

If  there  is  any  information 
anyone  could  give  me,  personal  or 
legal,  I  would  be  very  grateful.  1 
am  willing  to  fight  the  due  process 
in  a  court  if  need  be.  Can  anyone 
tell  me  what  1  can  or  should  do 
and  help  me  make  the  needed  con¬ 
tacts?  Write  and  let  me  know. 
Thanks, 

Karen  J.  Cox 
16626,  Washington 
1479  Collins  Ave. 

Marysville,  OH  43040. 


Lesbians  get  into  jail  and 
prisons  j(ist  like  anybody  else. 
And  for  the  same  kinds  of  things 
—  being  poor  is  one  of  the  top 
things.  Women  still  make  less 
than  men  and  being  a  lesbian 
means  not  needing  the  men 
around  to  make  it  for  you.  A  lot 
of  times  women  stay  with  men 
because  it  is  too  hard  to  make  it 
on  your  own.  But  being  a  lesbian 
locked  up  with  women  who  will 
play  lady  with  the  cop  and 
everybody  else  is  hard.  You’re  in 
for  it  from  both  sides.  It’s  not 
right  that  we  are  turning  on  each 
other,  when  we  need  to  be  work¬ 
ing  together.  We  need  to  be  think¬ 
ing  about  what  it  means  the  way 
they  are  locking  us  up,  and  turn¬ 
ing  us  on  each  other.  We  need  to 
start  fighting  for  our  rights 
together. 

Get  out,  and  you  find  a  new 
world  thinking  it’s  freedom. 
Freedom  to  work  your  ass  off  for 
money  just  to  get  by.  If  you  make 
it  through  all  the  changes,  it  puts 
you  through,  another  awakening 
is  that  it  is  not  much  different 
than  doing  time.  You  can  be 
closer  to  the  people  you  want  to 
be  around,  and  move  freely  if  you 
get  the  money  and  time  to  do  so 
and  aren’t  on  parole.  Outside  and 
inside  women  are  put  down  every 
which  way  you  go.  This  is  why  we 
have  to  work  out  our  differences 
and  to  fight  for  each  other’s 
rights,  not  turn  on  our  selves 

—  “X-Con” 


I  explained  to  each  one  that  I 
wouldn’t  even  be  involved  or 
know  about  the  ARs  had  I  not 
been  placed  on  max  status,  and 
denied  the  privilege  of  going  to 
college.  Two  weeks  later  I  was 
removed  from  max  status  and 
started  college.  The  catch  is  you 
cannot  attend  school  and  be  on 
“communications”  at  the  same 
time,  so  I  was  removed  from  the 
committee.  My  friend  is  still  on 
max  status.  , 

We  are  being  punished  because 
we  spoke  up,  not  because  we 
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Gay  Community  News  is 
now  in  its  twelfth  year  of 
publication.  Have  you  sub¬ 
scribed  yet?  You  save  $21.00 
off  the  newsstand  price  when 
you  purchase  a  one-year  sub¬ 
scription.  (So  do  it  today  and 
don’t  miss  another  issue!) 

SUBSCRIBE  A 


Send  me  Gay  Community  News! 


My  name  is 
City _ 


Address 


State 


Zip 


New  Subscription  □  Renewal  □ 

1  year  $29.00  $ 
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25  weeks/low  income  $10.00  $ 

I  would  like  to  contribute  towards  a  free 
subscription  for  a  lesbian  or  gay  prisoner.  $ 

Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money  order  for  $ 

These  rates  are  lor  subscriptions  within  the  USA  Add  50%  for  foreign, 
including  Canada  Amounts  received  in  excess  will  be  considered  donations, 
which  are  greatly  appreciated 

Mail  to  GCN  Subscriptions.  167  Tremont  Street.  Boston.  MA  02111 

GCN  is  published  by  a  non-profit  educational  foundation 


The  Politics  of  Perversion 


By  Scott  Tucker 

Philadelphia  has  been  running  a  high  fever  lately,  and 
some  of  our  citizens  want  to  liquidate  what  they  believe  is 
the  virus:  a  pamphlet  called  “How  To  Have  Sex  With 
Kids,”  along  with  lots  of  other  works  dealing  with  the 
general  topic  of  love  and  sex  between  youths  and  adults.  I 
didn’t  write  that  first  sentence  without  being  conscious  of 
readers  who  would  like  me  to  define  just  what  I  mean  by 
love,  sex,  youth  and  adults.  1  can’t  give  any  exact  or  ab¬ 
solute  definitions ,  and  you,  dear  reader,  can’t  either.  That 
doesn’t  mean  we  can’t  make  a  thousand  distinctions ,  or 
that  a  thousand  shades  of  meaning  must  remain  nameless. 
I  can’t  make  or  name  all  the  one’s  I’d  like  to  in  the  few  pages 
I’m  writing  here,  but  at  least  some  distinctions  and  mean¬ 
ings  can  be  found  in  the  bulletins  of  The  North  American 
Man /Boy  Love  Association  (NAMBLA),  in  a  collection  of 
essays  called  “The  Age  Taboo,”  and  even  in  “How  To  Have 
Sex  With  Kids.”  Many  of  us  in  Philadelphia  believe  such 
works  should  be  available  to  be  read  and  discussed.  And 
others  want  such  works  legally  banned  or  otherwise  sup¬ 
pressed. 

The  temperatures  which  peaked  in  Philadelphia  must 
now  be  marked  on  a  fever  chart  which  includes  on-going 
debates  in  the  feminist  and  gay  movements  about  every  as¬ 
pect  of  sexuality,  as  well  as  interventions  in  our  commu¬ 
nities  by  police  and  politicians.  These  debates  are  never 
simply  about  isolated  sexual  practices.  They  are  and  should 
be  about  power  and  pleasure,  choice  and  coercion,  ethics 
and  aesthetics,  class  and  economics.  I  confess  I  have  little 
patience  with  anyone  who  argues  that  these  debates  are 
"divisive.”  If  we  want  bovine  unanimity,  then  we  should 
join  any  herd  of  cattle  placidly  chewing  cud,  and  cease  pre¬ 
tending  we  want  something  better  from  the  one  life  we 
have  on  earth.  Yes,  these  debates  confront  our  differences. 
But  for  too  long,  many  of  us  have  sought  unity  by  binding 
ourselves  together  with  the  umbilical  cords  of  dogma.  They 
have  done  less  and  less  to  nurture  us  in  recent  years,  and 
more  and  more  to  infantilize  us.  The  “sex  debates”  have  cut 
these  cords  and  have  clarified  something  we  all  once  knew 
and  have  been  forgetting:  that  we  are  particular  persons 
with  particular  passions,  ideas  and  histories.  Any  regroup¬ 
ment  now  within  our  movements  and  communities  must 
be  founded  on  the  rock  of  that  reality. 

I  don’t  pretend  to  possess  Olympian  objectivity.  I  have 
been  a  passionate  partisan  in  the  “sex  debates”  ever  since 
the  National  Organization  for  Women  (NOW)  passed  a 
resolution  on  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  at  its  1980  national 
conference.  This  resolution,  written  and  introduced  by 
members  of  NOW’s  Lesbian  Rights  Committee,  expressed 
the  view  that  pederasty,  pornography,  sado-masochism, 

public  sex  sure  matters  of  “exploitation,  violence,  and 

invasion  of  privacy,”  and  not  issues  of  “sexual / affectional 
preference /orientation.”  There  had,  of  course,  been  a  time 
when  lesbians  were  told  that  lesbianism  itself  was  not  pro¬ 
perly  a  feminist  issue,  but  lesbians  gained  a  foothold  in 
NOW  after  celebrated  struggles.  Once  this  degree  of 
assimilation  was  secured,  the  spirit  of  the  purge  was  re¬ 
vived,  this  time  by  lesbian  feminists  themselves.  The 
notoriety  of  groups  such  as  Samois,  a  lesbian  S/M  organi¬ 
zation,  and  NAMBLA  was  more  than  they  could  tolerate. 
The  NOW  resolution  served  two  main  purposes:  it  drew 
the  line  between  gays  and  queers,  protecting  NOW  from 
any  taint  of  perversion;  and  it  excommunicated  all  heretics, 
men  and  women  alike,  who  had  no  faith  in  the  one  true 
gospel  of  feminism. 

Almost  one  year  before  the  NOW  resolution  -  in 
December  of  1979  -  1 1  members  of  Philadelphia  Women 
Against  Violence  Against  Women  (WAVAW)  requested 
Giovanni’s  Room,  a  gay  and  feminist  bookstore,  to  remove 
The  Story  of  O  from  its  shelves.  The  Story  of  O,  a  novel  by 
Pauline  Reage,  was  described  in  a  news  release  by  the 
bookstore’s  owners,  Ed  Hermance  and  Arleen  Olshan,  as  a 
work  about  “the  self-willed  debasement  and  destruction  of 
a  woman  in  a  sado-masochistic  setting.  ’  They  agreed  with 
WAVAW  that  the  book  was  misogynist  in  content,  but 
pointed  out  that  feminist  theorists  such  as  Andrea  Dworkin 
and  Kate  Millett  had  discussed  Story  of  O  in  their  own  work 
to  advance  a  feminist  analysis  of  women’s  opporession.  The 
novel,  they  argued,  might  not  be  edifying,  but  it  was  of  in¬ 
terest  to  women,  in  the  same  sense  that  anti-Semitic  litera¬ 
ture  might  be  of  interest  to  Jews. 


WAVAW  responded  by  stating  flatly  that  a  feminist 
bookstore  should  not  carry  anti-feminist  books.  Indeed, 
they  argued,  it  was  more  wounding  for  a  self-described 
feminist  bookstore  to  do  so  than  for  a  non-feminist  or  even 
pornographic  bookstore  to  do  so.  Andrea  Dworkin  herself 
got  word  of  the  controversy  and  sent  Giovanni’s  Room  a 
telegram  with  this  message:  “STOP  USING  ME.”  Dworkin 
explained  herself  in  a  following  letter:  “If  you  carry  Story  of 
O  because  I  write  about  it  at  length,  then  I  feel  very  bad  for 
you  indeed.  When  my  book  on  pornography  comes  out  — 
following  the  same  principle  —  your  bookstore  will  become 
a  pigsty.”  Giovanni’s  Room  does  indeed  stock  a  good  deal 
of  gay  male  porn,  and  would  probably  stock  more  lesbian 
sexual  material  if  only  more  were  available. 

Olshan  and  Hermance  made  clear  that  Giovanni’s 
Room,  unlike  some  other  gay  and  feminist  bookstores,  had 
chosen  to  stock  works  which  might  indeed  be  sexist  and 
heterosexist.  Their  reasons  for  doing  this  were  based  not 
only  on  the  principle  “Know  Your  Enemy,”  but  also  on  the 
principle  that  readers  should  judge  for  themselves.  Aside 
from  works  which  expressed  external  opposition  to  femi¬ 
nists  and  gays,  Olshan  and  Hermance  also  discussed  works 


By  Pam  Mitchell 

A  roomful  of  women,  each  reading  aloud  about  her 
experience  of  childhood  sexual  abuse.  My  turn  comes. 
Rocking  and  sobbing,  I  make  my  way  through  the  stories: 
the  boy  in  the  playground  with  a  knife  at  my  throat  when  I 
was  7,  my  father’s  drunken  boss  slamming  me  against  a  of¬ 
fice  closet  and  pulling  out  his  big,  purple  penis,  shoving  it 
in  my  five-year-old  face. 

That  these  incidents  were  abusive  no  one  would  ques¬ 
tion.  It  was  the  part  about  my  father,  that  I  choked  on:  no 
violence  there,  abuse  mixed  with  love. 

The  scenes  I  remember  are  from  early  adolescence. 
There  is  only  a  hazy  sense  that  something  happened  earlier. 
It  would  be  easy  to  believe  that  I  wanted  “it”  —  because  I 
loved  him,  because  I  wanted  contact,  because  I  was 
developing  sexually,  because  my  memories,  vague  as  they 
are,  are  not  entirely  unpleasant.  And  yet  something  did 
happen  with  him  earlier,  something  my  gut  tells  me  was 
not  mutual,  not  pleasurable,  in  no  way  my  idea.  The  im¬ 
ages,  though,  are  vague  and  disconnected,  the  emotions 
confused .  I  need  to  be  able  to  sort  out  my  experiences  slow¬ 
ly,  with  no  one  trying  to  force  them  into  a  mold. 

I  am  terrified  that  in  an  effort  to  prove  some  point, 
someone  will  claim  that  my  experience  with  my  father  was 
not  abuse.  And  yet  I’ve  never  heard  any  proponent  of 
pedophilia  deny  a  survivor’s  reality  in  that  way.  (I  have  to 
admit  my  cynical  side  wonders  if  that’s  because  they  aren’t 
even  listening.)  I  have,  on  the  other  hand,  heard  people 
who  identify  themselves  as  survivors  classify  as  abuse,  ex¬ 
periences  that  the  participants  themselves  don’t  define  that 
way.  It  frightens  and  angers  me  to  see  the  work  on  child  sex- 
ual  abuse  that  I  m  involved  with  being  used  to  score 
political  points  in  this  way. 

At  the  survivor  workshop  more  women  read .  All  day  a 
woman  across  the  room  from  me  has  been  rolling  up  her 
pages  scroll-like  and  smoothing  them  out  as  soundless  tears 
cascade  down  her  face.  Now  it  is  her  turn.  Her  face  cracks 
open.  It  is  like  watching  a  film  of  an  earthquake,  that  sud¬ 
den  chasm  revealing  a  rujnbling,  naked  terror  underneath. 


which  expressed  internal  controversies:  “Members  of  eac 
of  our  communities  (feminist  and  gay)  find  themselves  o 
opposing  sides  of  a  range  of  topics:  sado-masochism,  boy 
love,  bisexuality,  cross-dressing,  sex-change  operatioas 
separatism,  etc.  Each  topic  provokes  intense,  emotions 
discussion.  We  do  not  exclude  those  discussions  fror 
Giovanni’s  Room,  rather,  we  do  our  best  to  provide  th 
materials  for  those  discussions.  The  Story  of  O  is  necessar 
to  the  study  of  sado-masochism.” 

On  January  30,  1980,  shortly  after  WAVAW’s  first  let 
ter  of  protest  to  Hermance  and  Olshan  and  before  eithe 
side  issued  public  statements,  there  was  a  meeting  betweei 
WAVAW  members  and  the  owners  and  supporters  of  Gio 
vanni’s  Room.  The  positions  both  sides  presented  at  thi 
meeting  were  pretty  consistent  with  the  public  statement 
which  followed.  It  is  worth  noting,  however,  that  on 
WAVAW  member  asked  Olshan  and  Hermance  “not  t 
confuse  the  issue  at  hand  (the  mysogyny  of  Story  of  O)  b 
discussing  pornography  or  sado-masochism.  (All  state 
ments  in  this  section  were  recorded  openly  at  the  Jan.  3 
meeting.)  WAVAW  members  themselves,  however,  had  al 

Continued  on  page  10 


We  Must  Not  S 


I  have  seen  that  look  before,  in  other  workshops,  at  othe 
gatherings  of  incest  survivors.  I  have  worn  that  look  myself 

Sweating  and  screaming,  the  woman  scrambles  to  he 
feet,  tries  to  run  away.  Like  a  trapped  animal.  Like  th 
trapped  child  she  once  was. 

Quietly,  patiently  the  woman  leading  the  group  con 
vinces  her  of  her  own  power:  “You  have  the  choice  now, 
she  tells  her.  “You  can  come  back  here,  now,  where  it  i 
safe,  or  you  can  stay  there  and  live  with  what  happened  t 
you  for  awhile  and  then  come  back.”  It  is  possible,  she  i 
told,  to  feel  all  the  panic  and  shame  and  anger  and  power 
lessness  and  still  be  safe  and  whole.  The  woman  consider 
this  earth-shattering  proposition  for  awhile,  confused.  I 
challenges  all  that  she  has  been  forced  to  believe  in  order  t< 
maintain  her  sanity.  As  we  watch,  her  terror  does  not  disap 
pear  completely  or  re-submerge,  but  instead  transforms  in 
to  a  look  of  child-like  wonder.  She  reaches  out  her  hand .  “ 
V  believe  you,”  she  whispers.  It  is  moments  like  this  tha 
make  my  political  work  feel  worthwhile. 

Over  and  over  in  the  weeks  preceding  that  workshop 
which  I  organized ,  women  who  soon  would  be  bravely  ant 
passionately  pouring  out  their  souls  were  calling  me  fo 
information  and  saying,  with  diffidence,  “I’m  not  sure  i 
what  happened  to  me  was  bad  enough  to  qualify  as  abuse,’ 
or  “Sometimes  I  think  I  made  the  whole  thing  up.”  Directh 
and  indirectly,  sexually  abused  children  receive  twe 
(mutually  exclusive)  messages:  “it  didn’t  really  happen,’ 
and  either,  “it  wasn’t  really  that  bad,”  or  “you  wanted  it!’ 

Sigmund  Freud  saw  the  sudden  eruptions  of  memorie: 
of  abuse  in  many  of  his  patients.  He  chose  to  label  their  ex¬ 
perience  fantasy.  It  has  taken  years  and  years  of  the 
women’s  movement  and  the  movement  for  sexual  libera¬ 
tion  to  counteract  these  messages  sufficiently  for  the  reality 
of  sexual  abuse  to  sink  in.  Through  a  decade  of  hard  work 
and  self-exploration ,  we  have  created  the  necessary  level  of 
safety  and  empowerment,  pushing  for  our  right  to  physical 
safety  and  our  right  to  sexual  control  and  pleasure.  And  we 
can  now  safely  face  that  terror  that  would  otherwise  remain 
an  unnamed  leech  siphoning  off  creativity  and  sexual 


A  CONTROVERT 


Rights  Require  Responsibility 


By  Victoria  A.  Brownworth 

Pedophilia.  Intergenerational  sex.  Child  sexual  abuse. 

These  words  have  all  been  heard  before.  But  recently 
they  have  been  linked  together  to  make  a  story.  It’s  been 
dubbed  the  “Philadelphia  Story,”  but  this  story  is  too 
familiar  throughout  the  gay  and  lesbian  community  at 
large  to  be  central  only  to  Philadelphia.  What  has  made 
Philadelphia  the  focus  of  the  story  is  that  a  few  people  have 
refused  to  ignore  the  issues  that  surround  those  words. 
They  have  made  the  story  news. 

I  will  not  reiterate  the  scenario  that  has  been  playing 
itself  out  over  the  last  few  weeks  in  Philadelphia.  Enough 
versions  —  some  true,  some  outright  lies  —  have  been 
printed  in  the  various  media  to  satisfy  everyone’s  tastes. 
What  I  want  to  see  discussed  is  the  why  of  these  issues,  not 
the  how  of  them:  The  reasons  the  community  should  see 
this  as  news. 

In  Philadelphia  the  old  red  herring  of  censorship  and 
the  First  Amendment  has  been  dragged  out  and  left  to 
divert  attention  from  what  is  really  troubling  people  in  the 
community.  Yes,  Giovanni’s  Room  Bookstore  did  carry  a 
pamphlet  entitled  How  to  Have  Sex  with  Kids ,  a  blatant 
and  disgustingly  trashy  manual  on  how  to  find,  make  con- 
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energy;  we  can  acknowledge  the  extent  of  sexual  abuse  in 
this  society,  not  only  of  children  but  of  women,  of  men 
who  are  raped  in  and  out  of  prison  —  and  we  can  demand 
an  end  to  it.  At  the  same  time  —  and  as  part  of  the  same 
process  —  we  can  listen  to  each  other  enough  and  trust  each 
other  enough  to  figure  out  what  is  abusive  and  what  is  not , 
without  losing  sight  of  our  right  as  children  and  as  adults  to 
sexual  pleasure. 

Considering  the  tremendous  amount  of  strength  and 
work  it  has  taken  to  lift  the  clamps  of  denial  and  obfus¬ 
cation  ,  it  is  no  wonder  that  many  of  us  who  identify  as  sur¬ 
vivors  and  many  of  the  people  close  to  us  are  threatened  by 
even  the  suggestion  that  sex  between  children  and  adults 
might  ever  be  anything  but  abusive.  But  speaking  as  one 
survivor  and  as  one  lesbian  and  as  one  feminist,  I  don’t  feel 
that  it’s  in  my  best  interests  either  to  make  blanket 
judgments  or  to  try  to  silence  anyone.  If  it  is  necessary  that 
non-survivors  make  an  effort  to  understand  the  impli¬ 
cations  —  both  political  and  personal  —  of  the  work  we 
survivors  are  doing,  it  seems  equally  essential  that  we  not 
assume  that  our  experience  is  everyone’s. 

My  work  with  other  survivors  has  given  me  back  much 
of  my  childhood;  it  is  giving  me  the  capacity  to  be  a  sexual 
person.  I  see  similar  changes  in  the  women  I  am  working 
with.  It  means  a  lot  to  me  when  non -survivors  grasp  the 
significance  of  this.  I  recall  a  couple  of  specific  occasions 
when  memories  of  violation  came  back  to  me  and  gay  male 
friends  of  mine  held  me  while  I  sobbed  from  my  depths. 

I  need  this  reminder  that  there  are  men  I  can  trust. 
Not  only  does  it  give  me  the  perspective  to  be  angrier  at 
those  who  betrayed  my  trust  in  the  past,  but  it  also  gives  me 
cause  for  hope. 

One  of  those  gay  men  had  childhood  sexual  experiences 
with  adults  that  he  considers  positive.  I  can  hardly  claim 
that  he’s  lying  about  this,  since  he  was  there  and  I  wasn’t. 
And  there  is  no  reason  I  need  interpret  his  perception  of  his 
own  reality  as  counteracting  or  contradicting  my  own .  The 
fact  is  that  he  heard  my  pain,  and  that  he’s  rooting  for  me.  I 
have  to  operate  under  the  assumption  that  the  people  I  am 


tact  with,  and  seduce  (or  be  seduced  by)  children  and  pre- 
pubescents.  One  of  the  owners,  Ed  Hermance,  initially  was 
quoted  in  the  straight  media  as  saying  that  it  was  the  book¬ 
store’s  First  Amendment  right  to  carry  the  pamphlet.  That 
fact  cannot  be  denied.  It  is  this  and  any  bookstore’s  right  to 
carry  whatever  they  wish  on  their  shelves.  But  is  that  the 
issue?  No,  it  is  not. 

The  issue  is  responsibility.  Giovanni’s  Room  in  par¬ 
ticular,  but  other  centers  and  businesses  as  well,  calls  itself 
“community  oriented . ”  This  bookstore  says  that  it  is  a  gay  /  - 
lesbian /feminist  bookstore.  Community  oriented.  Well, 
what  does  that  mean?  Does  it  mean  that  it  should  stock 
anything  of  any  interest  to  any  member  of  that  community, 
or  does  it  mean  that  it  should  be  aware  of  community 
response  and  community  concern  and  respond  to  it  in  an 
ethical  and  responsible  way  that  also  does  not  harm  its 
business? 

There  is  tremendous  community  concern  over  the 
issues  of  pedophilia  and  child  sexual  abuse  in  Philadelphia. 
There  is  a  tremendous  desire  on  the  part  of  a  large  majority 
of  lesbian  feminists  and  a -regrettably  small  number  of  gay 
men  that  these  issues  be  dealt  with  in  the  community.  But 
whenever  it  comes  up,  there  are  always  the  men  in  the  corn¬ 


dealing  with  in  the  radical  gay/ lesbian  movement, 
whichever  “side”  they  take  in  the  pedophilia  arguments, 
are  not  abusers  —  that  is,  people  who  would  allow  their 
own  needs  to  obliterate  the  needs  of  people  less  powerful 
than  they  are.  Rather,  they  are  people  who,  like  me,  are 
working  toward  a  society  where  we  can  all  express  love  and 
sexuality  to  the  fullest. 

Believing  that  requires  trust,  and  trust  is  understand¬ 
ably  a  tough  issue  for  those  of  us  who  are  survivors.  Of 
course  not  everyone  can  be  trusted.  It  is  probably  true  that 
some  child  abusers  hide  behind  the  ideas  of  the  pedophile 
liberation  movement,  but  this  needn’t  discredit  the  entire 
movement.  Before  that  movement  came  along,  any  abusers 
who  felt  the  need  to  rationalize  their  behavior  were  quite 
capable  of  coming  up  with  plenty  of  excuses  of  their  own. 

Abusers  abuse  because  they  have  a  compulsion  and 
they  have  the  power  to  get  away  with  acting  on  it.  That 
power  to  do  so  derives  not  from  anything  they  might  pick 
up  from  a  bookstore  but  from  the  repressive,  warped  at¬ 
titudes  toward  sexuality  that  permeate  this  culture  and,  ul¬ 
timately,  from  the  oppression  of  women  and  of  children. 
Maintenance  of  this  power  depends  upon  continued 
silence . 

Silence  rarely  serves  the  interests  of  the  powerless,  and 
in  the  specific  area  of  sexual  abuse  this  is  particularly  true. 
While  it  is  not  totally  inconceivable  to  me  that  talking 
openly  about  sex  with  children  might  increase  the  in¬ 
cidence  of  child  sexual  abuse ,  any  such  causal  relationship 
has  yet  to  be  proven.  What  is  evident  is  that  abusers  have 
thrived  up  to  now  on  the  lack  of  open  discussion  of  “the 
best-kept  secret.”  It  is  not  those  pedophiles  who  are  talking 
and  writing  that  I  worry  about,  since  they  are  (quite 
courageously)  putting  their  ideas  and  their  behavior  out  for 
public  scrutiny  and  discussion.  Silencing  them  may  spare 
some  of  us  from  being  reminded  of  our  own  pain,  but  I 
don’t  believe  that  it  ultimately  serves  our  movement  for 
political  and  personal  liberation. 
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munity  who  are  there  to  say,  “But  children  have  the  right  to 
be  sexual,  too!” 

And  that  leads  us  right  back  to  the  responsibility  issue. 
Yes,  children  and  adolescents  have  a  right  to  be  sexual,  as 
do  adults.  But  they  also  have  a  right  to  expect  protection 
from  those  whose  experience  of  and  information  about  life 
is  greater,  i.e.,  adults. 

Children  have  the  right  to  be  sexual,  yes.  But  do 
adults  have  a  right  to  be  sexual  with  children?  That  answer 
is  a  moral,  ethical,  political,  and  responsible  “no.”  That 
children  and  adolescents  are  beautiful  and  often  sexy  and 
often  sexually  playful  with  adults  is  undeniable.  It  is  equal¬ 
ly  undeniable  that  they  are  dependent  upon  adults  and 
that  trust  is  an  imperative  for  them  is  3  way  that  it  is  not  for 
adults.  Adults  have  learned  that  not  everyone  can  be 
trusted.  They  have  learned  limits  on  trusting  that  children 
have  not.  A  child’s  trust  is  easily  abused  by  an  adult.  So  is 
his  or  her  sexuality.  And  the  damage  of  that  abuse  is  incal¬ 
culable. 

This  is  the  real  “Philadelphia  story.”  The  story  of  who 
we  are  as  a  community  and  what  we  set  our  standards  and 
limits  as  being.  Unfortunately,  what  that  has  become  in 
Philadelphia  is  an  issue  of  pitting  a  responsible  attitude 
against  a  pleasure  principle.  Lesbian  feminists  have  been 
accused  of  trying  to  spoil  the  fun  of  the  gay  male  sexual  lib¬ 
eration  movement  —  a  movement  which  often  liberates 
gay  male  sexuality  at  the  expense  of  the  sexuality  and  well¬ 
being  of  others  —  including  themselves.  Lesbian  feminists 
have  also  been  accused  of  censorship  and  denial  of  First 
Amendment  rights  and  of  instigating  “book-burning  men¬ 
talities”  (to  quote  one  politically  active  gay  man).  The  reali¬ 
ty  is  that  lesbian  feminists  have  refused  to  continue  to  be 
silent  partners  to  the  abuse  of  children  that  goes  on  under 
the  pseudonymous  and  euphemistic  titles  of  “intergenera¬ 
tional  sex”  and  “sexual  liberation.” 

Most  of  us  remember  clearly  and  fairly  accurately  our  in¬ 
dividual  sexual  awakenings.  Most  of  us  had  crushes  on 
adults  when  we  were  prepubescent  and  older.  Sometimes 
they  were  our  parents,  our  teachers,  our  friends’  parents,  a 
scout  leader,  or  some  other  authority  figure.  More  than 
likely  those  adults  were  very  aware  of  our  youthful  yearn¬ 
ings.  The  majority  did  not  respond.  But  the  victims  of 
those  who  did  abound.  Nearly  six  out  of  every  ten  women 
and  nearly  two  out  of  every  ten  men  have  been  sexually 
abused  as  children.  Many  of  these  victims,  now  grown  sur¬ 
vivors,  are  in  the  gay  and  lesbian  community  today.  Many 
lesbian  feminists  are  working  with  these  issues  and  with 
survivors  of  child  sexual  abuse,  as  are  some  gay  men.  But 
many  of  the  grown  gay  male  victims  have  taken  an  op¬ 
posite  viewpoint:  If  they  survived  it,  then  others  will  too. 
While  this  type  of  response  to  child  sexual  abuse  is  not  un¬ 
common,  it  is  unhealthy,  as  books  on  child  sexual  abuse 
will  assert. 

Though  many  of  these  gay  men  will  aver  to  the  con¬ 
trary,  what  has  happened  in  Philadelphia  is  that  a  small 
group  of  politically  active  lesbian  feminists  and  a  few 
gay  men  sympathetic  to  them  have  exercised  their  First 
Amendment  rights  and  said  that  it  is  wrong  to  promote 
child  sexual  abuse.  No  one  has  censored  anyone.  No  one 
has  burned  a  single  book.  No  one  has  tried  to  deny  an  idea 
(at  least  not  from  this  side  of  the  issue).  And  to  my 
knowledge  no  one  has  any  of  those  intents.  But  what  needs 
to  be  remembered  in  all  of  this  is  that  the  First  Amendment 
was  created  to  protect  the  rights  of  political  activists  and 
religious  activists  —  it  was  not  created  to  protect  the  rights 
of  pornographers,  though  unfortunately  that  has  become 
its  main  declaration  over  the  course  of  the  last  twenty  years. 
As  a  lesbian  feminist,  a  child  sexual  abuse  survivor,  and  a 
sexual  liberationist  and  a  writer,  I  do  not  believe  that  the 
pamphlet  How  to  Have  Sex  with  Kids  should  be  burned.  I 
would  personally  have  preferred  that  it  never  have  been 
written,  but  I  do  not  deny  that  David  Sonenschein,  its 
author,  had  the  right  to  do  so.  I  also  do  not  deny  that 
Giovanni’s  Room  had  the  right  to  carry  it.  But  I  do  believe 
that  there  is  a  point  at  which  we  must  all  stop  and  examine 
such  issues  and  make  decisions  not  on  the  basis  of  whether 
or  not  we  are  able  to  do  something,  but  on  the  basis  of 
whether  or  not  it  is  morally,  politically  and  ethically  right  to 
do  so. 

That  is  what  the  “Philadelphia  story”  is  about.  It  is 
about  what  we  should  be  doing  as  a  community  rather  than 
what  we  are  able  to  do.  As  adults  we  are  able  to  have  sex 
with  any  child  we  want  —  our  own  or  that  of  another.  But 
should  we?  As  adults  we  are  able  to  write,  say  and  speak 
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ready  equated  sadomasochism 
with  misogyny.  Far  from  “confus¬ 
ing  the  issue,”  Hermance  and 
Olshan  were  trying  to  reach  clarity 
about  WAVAW’s  own  position  in 
order  to  respond  to  it.  Should 
every  book  in  which  women  are 
portrayed  in  different  degrees  of 
submission  also  be  excluded  from 
the  stock  of  the  bookstore?  And 
who  would  decide  which  books 
went  “too  far,”  the  owners  of  the 
store  or  groups  like  WAV  AW? 

During  this  meeting,  Victoria 
Brownworth,  a  lesbian  feminist 
writer,  delivered  a  passionate 
defense  of  the  right  to  read  in 
general,  and  the  right  to  read  Story 
of  O  in  particular. 

“It’s  clearly  a  forceful 
book.  Do  we  as  a  communi¬ 
ty  have  the  right  to  say  to 
other  people  in  the  com¬ 
munity,  ‘You’re  not  allowed 
to  read  that,  we’re  going  to 
make  it  as  inaccessible  as 
possible  for  you’?  When  I 
was  14  years  old  and  came 
out  as  a  lesbian  1  couldn’t 
find  one  goddam  book  on 
lesbianism  anywhere 
because  nobody  wanted  to 
sell  them....  I  think  it’s  real¬ 
ly  wrongheaded  of 
WAVAW  to  pick  on 
Giovanni’s  Room  about  this 
one  fucking  book....  There 
are  incredible  numbers  of 
books  in  the  store  that  I  find 
more-  offensive  than  The 
Story  of  0...but  I  also 
recognize  the  reason  and  the 
right  for  those  books  to  be 
there  because  people  need  to 
read  them....  If  you’re 
afraid  that  if  people  read 
Story  of  O  they’re  going  to 
go  out  and  start  putting 
cigarettes  out  on  other 
women,  then  you  don’t  have 
any  faith  in  what  we  believe 
in.  And  that’s  my  state¬ 
ment.’’ 

It  is  worth  noting  that  WAVAW 
brought  their  complaints  directly 
to  Giovanni’s  Room,  discussed 
differences  forthrightly,  and  then' 
issued  public  statements.  At  no 
time  did  WAVAW  appeal  to  politi¬ 
cians  or  call  for  legal  censorship. 
This  is  one  reason  I  myself  felt 
comfortable  working  in  coalitions 
with  WAVAW  when  protests  were 
organized  that  same  year  against 
the  anti-gay  film  Cruising  and  the 
sexist,  anti-lesbian  film  Windows. 
At  that  time  it  still  seemed  possible 
for  radical  feminists  and  radical 
gay  men  to  agree  on  certain  essen¬ 
tials:  the  difference  between  pro¬ 
test  and  censorship,  for  example. 
A  quote  from  the  leaflet  we  used  to 
build  protests  against  Cruising 
spells  this  out  plainly:  “If  we  pro¬ 
test,  won’t  we  be  called  censors? 
To  protest  is  our  First  Amendment 
right,  but  we  know  that  ‘free 
speech’  often  costs  money:  the 
more  money  you  have,  the  more 
‘free  speech’  you  can  buy.  There 
are  many  tactics  we  can  use  to  fight 
this  film:  in  the  long  run  we  have 
to  fight  for  the  money  and 
resources  to  make  our  own  films. 
Hollywood  does  not  want  to  give 
up  its  monopoly.”  This  expressed 
a  radical  realism:  the  First  Amend¬ 
ment  is  often  sold  to  the  highest 
bidder,  but  government  censor¬ 
ship  is  no  short-cut  to  achieve 
social  and  economic  justice. 

In  October  of  1982,  fresh  con¬ 
troversy  and  protests  erupted 
when  the  North  American 
Man/Boy  Love  Association  held 
its  annual  convention  at  the 
Philadelphia  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Community  Center.  A  leaflet 
passed  out  during  International 
Women’s  Day  stated:  “The  Gay 
Community  Center  of  Phila¬ 
delphia  has  this  week  joined  the 
ENEMY.  In  approving  NAMBLA 
as  an  organization  that  could  meet 
at  the  center,  they  have  gone  oh 
record  in  approving,  supporting 
and  providing  space  for  the 
molesting  of  our  children.”  Ralph 


Battineri,  a  gay  social  worker, 
wrote  a  letter  to  the  Community 
Center  Board  of  Directors  stating, 
“NAMBLA  does  not  represent  the 
gay  male  community  of 
Philadelphia....  It  is  inappropriate 
to  classify  NAMBLA  supporters 
as  gay....  They  are  sexually  ar¬ 
rested  and  are  pedophiles.” 
Roberta  Hacker,  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  Voyage  House,  a  youth 
social  service  agency,  circulated  an 
anti-NAMBLA  petition  in  which 
she  warned  that  “the  most 
forceful,  fearful,  and  frequent 
argument  put  forward  [by  anti-gay 
forces]  is  that  of  the  dangers  of 
proselytizing  children  and 
juveniles.” 

Rosalie  Davies,  founder  of 
Custody  Action  for  Lesbian 
Mothers  (CALM),  wrote  this  war¬ 
ning  to  the  Community  Center 
Board  of  Directors: 

“Perhaps  the  Board... is  not 
aware  that  NAMBLA  has 
been  the  target  of  a  number 
of  criminal  investigations.... 
These  investigations  may 
constitute  harassment  and 
may  be  groundless.  But 
groundless  or  not,  they 
mean  the  law  enforcement 
authorities  will  be  monitor¬ 
ing  this  meeting....  The 
press  will  undoubtedly  be 
made  aware  of  this  meeting, 
and  any  effort  of  the  Center 
to  disassociate  itself  from 
the  goals  of  NAMBLA  will 
not  be  perceived.” 

The  press  was  indeed  made  aware 
of  the  meeting  (an  article  on  the 
NAMBLA  conference  was, 
published  in  the  Philadelphia  In¬ 
quirer),  and  law  enforcement 
authorities  did  indeed  monitor  the 
Community  Center.  Tom  Reeves, 
a  spokesperson  for  NAMBLA, 
wrote  an  open  letter  to  Rosalie 
Davies  in  which  he  said, 

“It  is  suspect  and  self- 
serving  for  you  to  raise  the 
fear  of  straight  media  reac¬ 
tion  to  NAMBLA,  when  the 
Philadelphia  Inquirer 
reporter  told  me  that  a  les- 
*  bian  member  of  CALM  had 
called  him  and  provided  him 
with  information  about  the 
NAMBLA  conference  in 
order  to  expose  it.” 

When  the  FBI  harassed  the 
Philalphia  women’s  community  in 
its  search  for  Susan  Saxe,  there 
was  feminist  solidarity  against 
state  inquisition.  No  one  mistook 
such  solidarity  for  unanimous  or 
uncritical  approval  of  Saxe’s 
politics  and  actions  (including  par¬ 
ticipation  in  armed  robbery). 
Where  NAMBLA  is  concerned, 
however,  certain  feminists  were 
eager  to  expose  its  members  to  the 
press,  aiming  to  isolate  NAMBLA 
precisely  because  it  was  under  in¬ 
vestigation. 

i  Cunningham,  former  co- 
cha’  .of  The  Community  Center’s 
Board  of  Directors,  cast  the 
decisive  vote  in  favor  of  renting 
space  to  NAMBLA,  and  defended 
his  decision  in  these  words:  “I 
make  a  strong  distinction  between 
defending  anyone’s  right  to  assem¬ 
ble  and  speak  as  opposed  to  per¬ 
sonally  agreeing  with  the  phil¬ 
osophy  or  program  of  any  par¬ 
ticular  group.”  But  some  of  the 
very  people  who  had  defended  the 
right  of  Giovanni’s  Room  to  carry 
The  Story  of  O  in  previous  years 
now  decided  that  NAMBLA 
should  not  have  access  to  the  Com¬ 
munity  Center.  As  an  article  in  the 
Philadelphia  Gay  News  quoted 
Victoria  Brownworth  as  saying,  “I 
do  think  that  we  have  to  have  some 
limits  as  to  who  can  meet  there... 
The  center  is  the  property  of  the 
community  and  the  community 
should  have  a  voice  in  who  uses 
that  space.”  In  principle,  I  agree. 
Gay  community  centers  have  no 
obligation  to  rent  space  to  anti¬ 
gay  groups,  for  example.  I  happen 
to  disagree  —  strongly  —  that 
NAMBLA  is  “anti-feminist,  anti¬ 


child,  and  anti-gay,”  as  its  op¬ 
ponents  argued  at  the  time.  There 
was  sufficient  disagreement  about 
this  matter  to  make  any  decision  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  controver¬ 
sial,  with  groups  like  Custody  Ac¬ 
tion  for  Lesbian  Mothers  opposed 
to  renting  space  to  NAMBLA,  and 
group  like  Philadelphia  Gay  Dad¬ 
dies  in  favor. 

This  past  has  produced  an  es¬ 
calation  of  tactics  which  have  left 
many  gay  and  lesbian  Phila¬ 
delphians  hurt  and  mistrustful  of 
each  other.  In  1979  and  1980,  peo¬ 
ple  who  did  not  want  Giovanni’s 
Room  to  carry  The  Story  of  O  ap¬ 
proached  the  bookstore  first,  and 
then  addressed  th'e  wider  feminist 
and  gay  communities.  In  1982, 
people  who  did  not  want 
NAMBLA  to  meet  at  the  Com¬ 
munity  Center  engaged  in  direct 
dialogue  with  the  Board  of  Direc¬ 
tors,  but  also  leaked  news  of  the 
NAMBLA  conference  to  the 
straight  media.  In  1984,  people  op¬ 
posed  to  the  sale  of  How  To  Have 
Sex  With  Kids  did  not  bother  to 
dialogue  with  Giovanni’s  Room 
until  they  had  first  presented  the 
pamphlet  to  City  Councilwoman 
Joan  Specter,  who  in  turn  pub¬ 
licized  the  pamphlet  in  the  general 
media.  The  result  was  a  homo- 
phobic  demonstration  in  front  of 
the  bookstore,  a  smashed  window, 
and  well  over  a  hundred  phone 
calls,  including  bomb  threats.  The 
result  is  a  pending  state  and  federal 
investigation  of  both  the  pamphlet 
and  Giovanni’s  Room.  The  result 
is  that  vague  anti-pornography 
legislation  may  be  extended  in 
scope  and  put  increasingly  into 
practice. 

To  their  credit,  feminists  such  as 
Brownworth  and  Kay  Whitlock,  a 
lesbian  feminist  activist  and  sex 
counselor,  were  present  at  the 
bookstore  to  challenge  the  demon- 
strators.  They  counter- 
demonstrated:  they  defended  Gio¬ 
vanni’s  Room  as  a  legitimate  gay 
and  feminist  institution,  and  ex¬ 
plained  to  reporters  that  the 
bookstore  carried  a  wide  variety  of 
books  dealing  with  the  prevention 
of  child  abuse.  Nevertheless,  I 
question  the  politics  of 
Brownworth  and  Whitlock.  Kay 
Whitlock  wrote  a  letter  to 
Philadelphia  Gay  News  in  which 
she  stated  she  was 

“appalled  by  the  public 
distribution  of  all  pedophile 
advocacy  publications,  by 
any  bookstore,  since  these 
publications  encourage  the 
sexual  exploitation  and 
abuse  of  children  by 
adults....  Personally,  I  want 
to  see  all  pedophile  ad¬ 
vocacy  material  off  all 
bookshelves,  whether  the 
stores  are  gay  or  straight.” 
This,  at  least,  stops  short  of  calling 
for  government  censorship, 
though  it  seems  to  leave  that  op¬ 
tion  open.  Victoria  Brownworth, 
who  defended  the  sale  of  The 
Story  of  O  so  eloquently  in  1980, 
was  opposed  to  renting  space 
where  NAMBLA  might  assemble, 
and  is  no  writing  in  the  Phila  Gay 
News  that  “such  a  provocative  ti¬ 
tle  as  How  To  Have  Sex  With  Kids 
leaves  little  room  to  question  the  . 
content  of  the  material.  And  the 
salient  factor  here  is  that  child  sex¬ 
ual  abuse  is  a  crime,  not  an  object 
of  discussion.”  I  don’t  agree  that 
you  can  judge  a  book  by  its  cover, 
or  that  legislators  have  the  right  to 
decide  what  we  can  discuss. 

Brownworth  has  written  that  it 
was  “highly  impolitic”  for  the 
Community  Center  to  open  its 
doors  to  NAMBLA  in  1982  —  “to 
present  ourselves  to  the  heterosex¬ 
ual  community  as  being 
represented  by  this  fringe 
element.”  Fringe  element!  Such  a 
useful  phrase,  so  dear  to  the  hearts 
of  straight  feminists  who  once 
tried  to  keep  their  distance  from 
the  “Lesbian  Menace,”  so  dear  to 

Continued  on  next  page 
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Responsibility  and  Rights 

Continued  from  page  9 


whatever  we  want.  But  shouldn’t 
we  think  about  the  effects  of  that 
before  we  act? 

There  is  a  feeling  among  a  large 
segment  of  the  lesbian  feminist 
population  that  gay  men  are  not 
willing  to  take  responsibility  for 
their  own  actions.  Gay  men 
themselves  say  it.  And  politically 
active  lesbians  are  called  upon  to 
answer  the  questions  when  the 
straight  media  comes  calling  in 
situations  like  that  of  Giovanni’s 
Room.  Gay  men  in  Philadelphia 
and  elsewhere  have  been  quick  to 
accuse  lesbian  feminists  of  trying 
to  legislate  morality  and  of  trying 
to  stop  the  sexual  liberation  move¬ 
ment  from  continuing.  What  has 
become  an  imperative  for  many 
lesbian  feminists  in  Philadelphia 
and  other  communities  across  the 
country  is  that  gay  men  begin  to 
listen  to  us  about  these  issues;  that 
we  begin  to  do  what  every  other 
community  in  the  history  of  the 
world  has  done:  set  some  stan¬ 
dards  for  itself  that  are  viable, 
humane,  and  accountable.  Gay 
men  need  to  examine  their  own 
motives  in  dispute  and  their 
values.  Lesbian  women  need  to  be 
articulate  and  clear  about  their 
feelings  regarding  this  issue  when 
talking  to  gay  men. 


The  only  pragmantic  ap¬ 
proach  to  what  is  undeniably  the 
most  volatile  issue  separating  gay 
men  and  lesbian  women  is  that  we 
talk  about  what  we  feel  and  begin 
to  structure  a  framework  within 
which  we  can  talk  with  as  little  ten¬ 
sion  as  possible.  So  far,  that  has 
not  been  possible  in  Philadelphia 
—  but  people  are  struggling  to 
make  it  happen. 

Gay  men  and  lesbian  women 
need  to  have  their  own  rights.  But 
in  the  rush  to  assert  rights  for  one¬ 
self  it  cannot  be  forgotten  that 
others  have  rights,  too.  In  the 
midst  of  this  conflict,  the  most 
easily  forgotten  have  been  chil¬ 
dren.  It  is  time  that  we  as  a 
community  began  protecting  those 
children  and  providing  a  solid  and 
viable  gay  and  lesbian  environ¬ 
ment  for  them  to  see,  should  they 
choose  a  gay  or  lesbian  lifestyle.  It 
is  time  that  we  cast  out,  from  our 
own  midst,  the  stereotypes  that 
have  too  long  kept  the  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  community  in  the  closet  of 
the  larger  community.  Our  strug¬ 
gle  is  for  the  same  rights  as  others 
enjoy.  But  rights  and  responsi¬ 
bility  go  hand-in-hand  —  and  that 
is  a  truth  that  we  cannot  afford  to 
forget. 


The  Politics  of  Perversion 
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the  hearts  of  so  many  anti-gay 
bigots  who  would  like  to  see  queers 
drop  dead.  In  their  desire  to 
distance  themselves  as  far  as  possi¬ 
ble  from  pedophiles,  some 
Philadelphians  show  little  care  for 
a  free  press  and  free  speech.  Les¬ 
bian  feminists  have  circulated  a 
letter  and  a  petition  castigating 
Giovanni’s  Room  for  carrying  any 
titles  which  “are  in  contradiction 
to  the  fundamental  tenets  of  our 
community”  and  the  “fundamen¬ 
tal  principles  of  Feminist 
Ideology.”  In  Philadelphia,  “the 
birthplace  of  democracy,”  the 
news  has  not  reached  some  citizens 
that  free  speach  and  feminism  are 
compatible.  In  addition  to  such 
“feminist”  petitions  presented  to 
Giovanni’s  Room,  still  another 
petition  was  sent  to  Mayor  Goode 
by  a  group  of  fifteen  “citizens”  in¬ 
cluding  six  lawyers:  “We  are 
writing  to  you  to  protest  any 
future  publication  of  a  book  entitl¬ 
ed  ‘How  To  Have  Sex  With  A 
Child  [sic].’  We  are  asking  you  to 
ban  that  book  in  the  City  of 
Philadelphia.” 

On  June  26  the  Philadelphia 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Task  Force  spon¬ 
sored  a  lesbian  and  gay  community 
meeting  to  discuss  whether  child 
abuse  and  pedophilia  could  or 
could  not  be  equated;  whether 
these  are  legitimate  issues  for  the 
lesbian  and  gay  community;  and 
what  appropriate  actions  should 
be  taken  in  regard  to  such  issues. 
Numerous  people  unambigously 
equated  pedophilia  and  child 
abuse.  Robin  Morgan,  the  radical 
feminist  theorist,  was  interviewed 
by  Jil  Clark  in  the  Jan.  20,  1979 
issue  of  GCN,  and  stated,  “I  think 
boy-love  is  a  euphemism  for  rape, 
regardless  of  whether  the  victim 
seems  to  invite  it.“  We  are  hearing 
plenty  of  variations  on  this  theme 
in  Philadelphia.  Issues  such  as 
choice  and  coercion  were 
legitimately  debated  at  this 
meeting. 

I  won’t  pretend  I  was  not  appall¬ 
ed  by  Ralph  Battineri,  the  gay 
social  worker  previously  mention¬ 
ed,  who  attended  this  meeting  and 
announced,  with  the  gusto  of  a 
Grand  Inquisitor,  that  he  “pro¬ 
secutes  sex  offenders.”  When  he 
added,  “pedophilia  has  nothing  to 
do  with  gays:  it  is  an  arrested  state 
of  development,”  I  thought  I 
heard  an  echo  —  of  all  the  shrinks 
who  have  proclaimed  that  lesbians 
and  gay  men  suffer  from  arrested 
development.  Battineri  also  took 
credit  for  purchasing  How  To 


Have  Sex  With  Kids  and  turning  it 
over  to  someone  else  who  in  turn 
presented  it  either  to  Coun- 
cilwoman  Joan  Specter,  or  her 
aide.  Who  was  that  someone  else? 
A  lesbian  social  worker  has  been 
repeatedly  named  in  the  press  and 
in  private  conversations  as  that 
person.  She  was  present  at  the 
meeting  but  did  not  speak. 

I  do  not  aim  to  make  a  case  in 
court  that  this  woman  appealed  to 
a  politician  before  opening  dia¬ 
logue  within  the  community.  In 
principle,  I  would  defend  such  an 
action  if  a  person  felt  driven  to  it  as 
an  act  of  conscience.  I  care  very  lit¬ 
tle  about  blaming  any  individual 
for  this  act,  and  don’t  wish  to  cul¬ 
tivate  any  personal  enemies.  But 
when  I  spoke  at  this  meeting,  I  did 
demand  to  meet  my  political 
enemies  face  to  face.  I  said  I  was  a 
writer,  an  absolute  defender  of  a 
free  press  and  free  speech,  and  that 
I  read  banned  books  if  I  can  pos¬ 
sibly  get  my  hands  on  them.  (I 
finally  did  get  my  hands  on  How 
To  Have  Sex  With  Kids  and  have 
been  copying  it  so  others  may  read 
jt  and  judge  for  themselves.)  I 
came  out  as  a  member  of  the  “fr¬ 
inge  element”  —  not  as  a  pedo¬ 
phile,  but  as  someone  who  is  ex¬ 
ploring  sadomasochism.  I  came 
out  as  a  person  who  seduced  a 
thirty-five-year-old  man  when  I 
was  fifteen,  and  added  that  even  at 
that  age  I  had  the  power  to  destroy 
my  lover’s  career  and  marriage  by 
“exposing”  him.  As  a  radical,  as  a 
writer,  and  as  a  “queer”  in  the  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  movement,  I  ex¬ 
pressed  deep  anger  at  those  who 
would  so  righteously  “prosecute 
sex  offenders”  and  appeal  for  gov¬ 
ernment  censorship.  In  the  past 
and  now,  members  of  the 
Philadelphia  lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity  have  acted  in  ways  which 
have  severely  affected  us  all,  and 
have  done  so  secretively.  If  there 
are  lesbians  or  gay  men  in  Phila- 
.delphia  who  are  proud  of  calling 
on  police  and  politicians  to  inter¬ 
vene  in  our  communities,  then  why 
don’t  they  come  out  in  public  and 
in  print,  and  so  take  responsibility 
for  their  acts? 

I  have  not  discussed  the  par¬ 
ticular  merits  or  faults  of  How  To 
Have  Sex  With  Kids,  and  in  a  sense 
I  think  these  merits  and  faults  are 
irrelevant.  If  anything,  the  true 
test  of  how  strongly  we  believe  in 
freedom  of  expression  resides  in 
how  strongly  we  defend  the  right 
of  anyone  to  express  things  we 
hate  and  fear. 


Women-Owned  &  Operated 
GUESTHOUSE 

18  I’eurl  St  reel— Box  22 
Provincetown,  Mass.  02657 
617-487-2210 

Karen  Harding 
Jackie  Kelly 


**!* 

DAVID 

L.  COLLINS,  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 

Suite  830 

Orleans  Shopping  Plaza 

50  Congress  Street 

E.  Orleans.  Mass.  02643 

Boston.  Mass.  02109 

1-800-352-3185 

Call 

Toll  Free  1-800-352-3185 

EARN  LUNCH  MONEY 
SEND  YOUR  LOVER 
TO  PARIS 


GCN  is  looking  for  respon 
sible  men  and  women  to 
join  our  staff  as  advertis¬ 
ing  representatives.  And 
you  don’t  even  have  to 
dress  up.  Call  Hershey  at 
426-4469  today. 


Gay 

Community 

News 

is  available  on  microfilm 

$30 

per  volume 

Mail  check  or  money 
order  to: 

GCN 

167  Tremont  St.,  5th  fl. 
Boston,  MA  02111 


WARD,  RIZZO  &  LUND 
ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 

John  P.  Ward,  Cindy  Rizzo, 

David  R.  Lund,  Janice  Platner 


•  Criminal  Defense 

•  Estate  Planning 

•  Domestic  Relations 

•  Bankruptcy 

•  General 


•  Real  Estate  Transactions 

•  Business  Representation 

•  Employment  Matters 

•  Discrimination 
Practice  of  Law 


483  Beacon  Street,  Suite  11  •  Boston.  MA  02115 
617-266-0760 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

16  Haviland  St.(  Boston,  MA  02115  267-7573 

Mon.-Thurs.  9  am-9  pm  Fri.-Sat.  9  am-6  pm 
Wed.  6-8  pm  Walk-In  VD  Testing  &  Treatment 

Wednesday  Evenings  —  Gay  Men's  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Night 
By  Appointment  Only  —  as  of  Oct.  1,  1983 

Specialties  Include 

*  Internal  medicine,  infectious  disease,  dermatology,  hematology,  oncology,  minor 
surgery,  podiatry  (including  sports  medicine),  nutrition,  family  practice,  psychia¬ 
try,  infertility,  gynecology,  family  planning 

*  24  Hour  Emergency  On  Call  Service 

*  Open  to  all  regardless  of  residence 

*  Reasonable  fees;  Insurance  and  VISA/MasterCard  accepted 

13  YEARS  SERVING  THE  GAY/LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 
You  can  now  get  Hepatitis-B  screening  and  vaccine. 


“SENSUOUS  AND  ROMANTIC 


“SEDUCTIVE, 
GRACEFUL, 
AND  CLEVER. 

Put  together  with  inteSgence 
and  craft... Kanevska  does  a 
beautiful  job  of  evoking  this 
peculiarly  Englsh  world  of 
orthodoxy  and  eccentricity, 
passion  and  repression." 

— Md  Amen. 
Newsweek  Magazne 

“AN  ENGROSSING 
STORY 

that  works  on  several  levels. 
A  recreation  of  tine,  place 
and  values  that  haven't 
changed  that  much.  Another 
Country'  has  its  fascinations 
and  its  line  performances." 
-Judith  Cnst.  won  TV 

“POWERFUL, 

POIGNANT 

INSIGHTS 

into  the  hypocrisy  and 
foolishness  of  the  British 
schoolboys  who  would 
become  the  country's 
leaders!' 

—  Jtae  Salmon 
Wai  Street  Jam* 


..  'Another  Country’  Is  on*  of  tko  most 
moving  films  about  homosexuality  aod  society 
to  omorgo  from  the  commercial  cinema... 

Like  ‘The  Go  Between'  and  ‘Brldnshnod  Revisited,' 
‘Another  Country1  succttds  brilliantly." 

-  N.T.  Native 


“D0N7MISS. 

A  luscious  look  back  si  Oxford 
preppies  it  the  '30s  M  kins 
into  serious,  tmdndkig 


ANOTHER 

COUNT  RY 


-S*chan  Sctanta.  US  kkgazlm 

“STIMULATING 

MOVIEGOING. 

An  .h  ii  iniiLi  ii  in  H 

An  aosorwrig  ano  GBCitaong 
ffcn.  suggested  by  the  famous 
Bugeu-Madean  spy 
detection,  explores  why 
privteged  Engdihmen  would 
betray  thei  country." 


Gam  Niwt  Sorvfc* 

“FIRST  RATE. 

Melgendy.  even  lovkigty 
handed.  Rupert  Everett's 
yang  Guy  maria  htm  as 
#ady  the  best  new  Britfah 
actor  of  hfa  generation  ." 

-Amkw  Knt*M.  Tta  Nason 

“POWERFULLY 

ACTED. 

As  tasetoattw  m  tie  story 
Used  itm rich  mAeu... 
Uto  to 

Chanbfaflffteuto 
Briduhstd  Rtvktod, 
to  fkn  U  a  roranllc 

i  In  i 


Goldcrest  in  association  with  The  National  Film  Finance  Corporation  present 
Another  Country  With  Rupert  Everett.  Colin  Firth  Music  by  Michael  Storey 
Director  of  Photography  Peter  Biziou  B  S  C  Executive  Producers  Robert  Fox  and 
lulian  Seymour  Screenplay  by  lulian  Mitchell  based  on  his  original  play 
Produced  by  Alan  Marshall  Directed  by  Marek  Kanievska 

PG PARENTAL  GUtOANCt  SUGOSTtO  •SB'  Cop,r,0ni  C’**<  Onon  Cittfct  AnOKOt'l  9e«ase 
so m  M*Tf  »ial  m*v  No»  m  u/tqq  cmjrnw 

Exclusive  Engagement 

Opens  Friday,  Aug.  10th 

(  NICKELODEON  ^ 

606  Comm.  Ave.,  Boston  424-1500  y 
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Rude  Lessons  in  NYC 


By  Susie  Day 

I  have  lived  in  New  York  City 
for  almost  two  years  now.  With 
God’s  help,  1  have  become  a  rude 
person.  Leaner,  meaner,  more  ter¬ 
rifyingly  self-actualized  —  all  the 
assertiveness  training  in  the  world 
would  not  have  brought  me  to  this. 
1  have  even  found  a  sort  of  accep¬ 
tance  and  camaraderie  among 
rude  people:  you  can  be  whatever 
you  like  on  the  inside  as  long  as 
you  are  hostile,  withdrawn,  and 
arrogant  about  it  on  the  outside. 
Occasionally  there  are  those  who 
doubt  my  sincerity  as  a  rude  per¬ 
son.  I  convince  them  I  am  sincere 
by  showing  them  that  I  hate  their 
guts.  Take  last  Sunday,  for  in¬ 
stance,  at  the  First  Avenue  bus 
stop. 

I  spent  most  of  last  Sunday  as  a 
gay  person.  This  was  no  mere 
pastime.  I  have  been  a  card- 
carrying  lesbian  for  over  twelve 
years.  Most  lesbians  —  and  I  am 
among  them  —  prefer  to  be  true  to 
themselves  whenever  they  can. 
Their  psychological  proclivities 
usually  demand  either  that  they 
hold  part-time,  dead-end  jobs  to 
avoid  the  9-to-5  clash  with 
capitalism  and  the  Het  Set,  or  that 
they  become  therapists,  to  help 
people  deal  with  capitalism  and 


the  Het  Set.  We  can  thank  my 
marginal  mentality  for  producing 
the  kind  of  self-image  that  would 
induce  me  to  get  a  part-time,  dead¬ 
end  proofreading  job,  enabling  me 
to  be  a  lesbian  most  of  the  day, 
and  still  arrive  at  the  bus  stop  late 
Sunday  afternoon,  just  in  time  to 
catch  the  bus  for  work  and  make 
this  story  possible. 

Now,  when  a  card-carrying 
lesbo  hits  the  streets  of  New  York 
on  her  way  to  work,  she  becomes  a 
Woman  of  Dubious  Past  and 
Possibly  No  Future.  Silent. 
Remote.  Rude.  To  all  intents  and 
purposes,  just  like  anybody  else. 

I  walk  down  the  street  to  the  bus 
stop  at  a  sober,  even  pace;  body 
language  that  says,  “Establish  eye- 
contact  with  me,  and  I’ll  make 
sure  you  never  work  in  this  town 
again.”  I  arrive  at  the  bus  stop  and 
find  four,  maybe  five,  rude  and 
remote  people  just  like  me.  I  have 
assimilated.  I  feel  comfort  in  the 
fact  that  we  have  all  somehow 
agreed  to  be  rude  together.  All,  it 
seems,  but  one  of  us. 

“Looks  like  we  might  have  a 
long  wait.  Three  busses  just  came 
and  went  at  about  the  same  time.” 
I  find  myself  standing  less  than  a 
foot  from  the  speaker  of  these 


friendly  words.  A  nice,  upstanding 
young  man,  probably  in  his  mid¬ 
twenties.  Caucasian;  ash-blond 
hair;  Kennedy  cut;  penny  loafers; 
wholesomely  turned-up  nose.  The 
kind  of  “cute”  guy  Barbie  would 
have  dated  until  Ken  worked  up 
the  nerve  to  pop  the  Big  Q.  Guy 
who  calls  his  analyst  every  other 
day  to  find  out  how  he’s  feeling. 
Studley  Preppington  III. 

1  decide  a  girlish  but  remote 
response  would  be  best.  Don’t 
want  to  remind  him  too  much  of 
Barbie.  “Gee,”  I  sigh,  glad  that  I 
am  a  soprano,  “that’s  too  bad.” 

I  turn  from  young  Studley  and 
move  casually  to  the  opposite  end 
of  the  bus  stop,  where  a  newsstand 
sells  USA  Today.  There  will  be 
others,  Studley.  More  pert,  more 
dateable,  more  heterosexual.  You 
must  try  and  forget.  I  begin  to  read 
the  front  page.  Let’s  see  ... 
Michael  Jackson  burns  the  back  of 
his  head  . . .  Ronald  Reagan  gets 
an  award  from  another  right-wing 
group  ...  I  wonder  idly  if  there 
could  be  some  connection. . . . 

“Where  are  you  from?”  It  is 
Preppington,  come  to  rescue  me 
from  my  loneliness.  I  decide  he 
either  works  for  the  cable  TV  porn 
channel  or  he’s  handing  out 


Watchtowers.  Or  both.  Anyhow,  I 
can  tell  he’s  struggling  to  contain 
his  immense  sense  of  manly 
warmth  and  concern,  which  in 
earlier  times,  before  Psychology 
Today,  used  to  be  mistaken  for  the 
straight  male  ego.  I  don’t  want  to 
be  around  when  it  goes  off.  So  I 
pause  —  making  sure  it’s  a  rude 
pause  —  and  say,  “Minnesota.” 

“Well,  you’re  pretty  unfriendly 
to  be  from  some  place  like  Min¬ 
nesota.”  The  nice  man  is  going  to 
punish  me  for  not  being  nice.  He’s 
probably  reminding  himself  of 
how  often  Jesus  had  to  do  this  sort 
of  thing  before  He  could  get  much 
of  a  following.  Friendliness  is  next 
to  godliness.  The  sturdy  Studley 
will  try  again.  “You  look  as 
though  you’ve  been  had,”  he 
observes  feelingly.  “Have  you 
been  had?” 

“Look,  I  say,  stepping  into  my 
card-carrying  lesbo  space,  and  try¬ 
ing  to  become  as  much  of  an  alto 
as  possible,  “I  don’t  want  to  talk. 
Okay?” 

“Then  you  should  leave  the  bus 
stop,”  admonishes  Studley  with 
modulated  severity.  Rather  like  a 
clean-cut  NPR  reporter  who’s 
beginning  to  discover  that  the  Miss 
Minnesota  he’s  interviewing 


hasn’t  had  a  bath  in  six  months.  I 
decide  it  is  time  to  hate  Studley’s 
guts. 

I  begin  to  fantasize  ways  of 
evening  up  the  score.  I  could  twist 
my  head  around  in  a  circle  like  the 
kid  in  The  Exorcist,  spewing  out 
lavender  vomit  and  rasping,  “I  am 
a  lesbian,  and  I  know  where  your 
mother  keeps  her  underpants. 
Ahhhhhhhaaaahhhhhaaaa  ...” 
Or  I  could  carry  young  Studley’s 
message  to  others  who  might  pro¬ 
fit  from  it  more  than  I:  “Hey,  all 
you  rude  people  at  this  bus  stop! 
The  man  over  here  says  we  all  have 
to  leave.  There’s  a  separate  place 
up  the  road  for  people  like  us. 
Okay,  let’s  move!” 

But  I  don’t.  I  do  the  sensible 
thing.  I  say,  “I  am  leaving  //try  part 
of  the  bus  stop.”  And  I  rejoin  the 
complicit  solidarity  of  people  who 
don’t  give  a  good  damn  about  each 
other. 

All  this  just  goes  to  show:  les¬ 
bian  experience  in  this  world  — 
especially  the  experience  of  rude 
lesbians  —  often  goes  beyond  the 
limits  of  ordinary  human  interac¬ 
tion.  Which  is  why  I’m  still  carry¬ 
ing  my  card. 


Have  a  Question? 
BOSTON  LESBIAN  AND 
GAY  HOTLINE 
6pm-llpm,  Mon-Fri 
(617)  426-9371 


10%  discount 
for  advanced  booking 


$20  one  way  trip 


Boston  Departures 

Friday  . 

. . .  7:30  P.M. 

Saturday . 9:00  A.M.,  6:00  P.M. 

Sunday  . 

.  10:00  A.M. 

Boston  Ticket  Outlet 

Greystones  . 

.  .  574-9429 

$35  round  trip 


-  Chauffered  Luxury  Vans  - 

featuring  -  a/c  ride,  stereo  sounds, 
and  complimentary  refreshments. 
Call  524-5247  for  more  info 


Provincetown  Departures 

Friday  . . . 10:00  P.M. 

Saturday  . 2:00  P.M.,  9:30  PM. 

Sunday . 8:00  P.M. 

Provincetown  Ticket  Outlet 

Cape  Inn  Lounge .  487-9648 


you  can't  hove  ©oy  i 
Without  sexual  pride. 
So,  try  First  Hand, 

The  magazine  that  m 
verything  stand  t 


f  M _ 

7Cu/JvarL©Q3 


Send  me  the  next  12  issues  of  FirstHand. 
Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money  order  for  $33 
(in  U.S.  funds).  (Sample  Copy:  $3.00) 

Name _ 

Address _ 
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EXPERIENCES  FOR  LOVING  MEN 


Mai  to:  FirstHand  Magazine,  P.O.  Box  1314,  Dept.  3,  Teaneck,  NJ  07666. 


It's  Not  Easy  To  Be  a  Parent 

When  you're  considering  coming  out  to  your 
children. ..when  you  lover  is  jealous. ..when  you 
'ex  can't  cope  with  your  lifestyle. ..when  you 
don't  know  other  gay  parents. 

Help  is  available. 

MERRIMACK  VALLEY  COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
211  Broadway 

Methuen,  MA  01844  tel.  687-4383 
offices  in  Methuen  and  Boston 


SOUTHERN  JAMAICA  PLAIN 
HEALTH  CENTER 

affiliated  with  the  Brigham  &  Women's  Hospital 

•  Adult  Medicine  •  Pediatrics 

•  Obstetrics  &  Gynecology  •  Nutrition/WIC  Program 

•  Podiatry  .  Mental  Health 

•  Family  Alcoholism  Program 

Evening  hours,  convenient  to  public  trans. 

Sliding  scale  available,  all  health  insur.  accepted. 
Spanish  spoken. 

687  Centre  St.,  Jamaica  Plain  —  522-5900 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute 
and  Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational  stress  and 
nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


GENERAL  DENTISTRY 

1DR.  JOHN  C.  BARNA 
D.M.D. 

739  BOYLSTON  STREET 
SUITE  400 
BOSTON.  MA  02116 

APPOINTMENT  617-353-1500 


Rupert  Everett  as  Guy  Bennett  in  Another  Country. 


August  11 
to 

August  25 

11  Saturday 

Boston  —  Boston  Harbor  Cruise  to  benefit 
Dignity,  a  Catholic  support  organization  for 
gays,  lesbians  and  their  friends.  Sail  from 
Long  Wharf  (directly  across  from  the  Mar¬ 
riott  Long  Wharf  Hotel  at  the  Aquarium  Blue 
Line  T  stop)  aboard  the  M.V.  Abigail  Adams 
at  9PM  for  three  hours  of  fun,  food,  dancing 
and  moonlight!  Tickets  are  $13  until  August 
5th  and  $15  from  then  until  sailing  time.  Call 
536-6518  for  reservations.  Tickets  are  lim¬ 
ited,  so  hurry. 

Boston  —  Albert  Innaurato’s  comedy 
Gemini ,  a  gay  coming-of-age  play.  Boston’s 
Playwrights’  Theatre,  949  Commonwealth 
Ave.  Curtain:  8PM,  tickets  15  ($3.50  for 
students  and  senior  citizens).  Reservations 
783-1531  or  254-2535. 

Provincetown  —  Summer  Theatre  presents 
“Guys  and  Dolls”  with  an  all-woman  cast  at 
P-town’s  Town  Hall.  Tikcets  may  be  pur¬ 
chased  at  the  P-town  Summer  Theatre’s  box 
office  in  The  Cottage  at  127  Bradford  St. 
(one  block  east  of  Town  Hall),  or  make  reser¬ 
vations  by  calling  (617)  487-2945. 

12  Sunday 

Boston  —  Summer  Victory  Party  to  celebrate 
the  passage  of  Boston’s  Human  Rights  Or¬ 
dinance.  5PM-7PM  at  Club  Cafe,  209 
Columbus  Ave.  Open  to  the  public:  cash  bar; 
hors  d 'oeuvres.  Sponsored  by  the  Boston 
Lesbian  &  Gay  Political  Alliance  to  thank  and 
acknowledge  the  individuals  and  organiza¬ 
tions  in  the  gay/lesbian  community  who 
worked  towards  passage  of  the  ordinance. 

Provincetown  —Guys  and  Dolls,  all-female 
cast.  See  11  Saturday  listing  for  details. 

13  monday 

Boston  —  Endorsement  Night  on  Gay/Les¬ 
bian  Issues  for  candidates  for  state  repre¬ 
sentative  and  state  senator  from  Boston  dis¬ 
tricts.  Voting  restricted  to  members  of  Bos¬ 
ton  Lesbian  &  Gay  Political  Alliance  but 
all  are  welcome  to  observe.  7:30PM  at 
U.Mass.,  Park  Square,  Room  222. 

Cambridge  —  Teresa  Enbody  is  scheduled 
for  her  exhibit:  Intersections:  Pastels  and 
Sculptures,  through  Sept.  7,  at  Project  Com¬ 
munity  Arts  Center,  141  Huron  Ave.  Info: 
491-0187. 

Provincetown  —Guys  and  Dolls ,  all-female 
cast.  See  11  Saturday  listing  for  details. 

14  tuesday 

Cambridge  —  ‘‘Coming  Out:  What  Place  Do 
Bars  Have  in  Our  Lifestyle.”  Discussion 
8PM.  All  women  welcome.  Daughters  of  Bil- 
itis,  1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Old  Cambridge  Bap¬ 
tist  Church.  Info:  661-3633. 

Provincetown  —Guys  and  Dolls,  all-female 
cast.  See  11  Saturday  listing  for  details. 

15  Wednesday 

Boston  —  Community  Networking  Breakfast 

for  representatives  of  gay/lesbian  organiza¬ 
tions  in  the  Boston  Area.  8AM  at  Club  Cafe, 
209  Columbus  Ave.  Sponsored  by  Boston 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Political  Alliance. 

Salem  —  North  Shore  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alli¬ 
ance  Boat  Cruise.  Cash  bar  and  great  music. 
Bring  an  hors  d 'oeuvres  for  the  community 
table.  7-1 1PM.  Members  $10.  Non-mem¬ 
bers  $12.  For  reservations  call  Joe  Antonelli 
741-0607  or  send  checks  ot  NSGLA,  P.0. 
Box  806,  Marblehead,  MA  01945. 


Provincetown  —Guys  and  Dolls,  all-female 
cast.  See  11  Saturday  listing  for  details. 

16  thursday 

Cambridge  —  Dance  the  night  away  —  While 
there’s  still  time.  Reggae  from  Cambridge’s 
One  People,  Rock  ’n’  roll  from  Atlanta’s 
PAND  Band,  Performing  Artists  for  Nuclear 
Disarmament.  A  benefit  for  Mobilization  for 
Survival.  Western  -Front,  343  Western  Ave. 
Cost  $6.  Info:  354-0008. 

Boston  —  Gemini,  a  gay  coming-of-age  play. 
See  11  Saturday  listing  for  details. 

Provincetown  —Guys  and  Dolls,  all-female 
cast.  See  11  Saturday  listing  for  details. 

Boston  —  Gay  Community  News  always 
needs  help  on  production  night  when 
articles  are  proofread  and  pasted  up.  If 
you’ve  done  proofreading  or  layout  and 

would  like  to  volunteer,  stop  by  167  Tre- 
mont  St.  5th  Floor  (5-8pm  for  proofing, 
7:30-1 1pm  for  layout).  Come  help  out  GCN 
and  read  tomorrow’s  news  today. 

17  friday 

Boston  —  Gemini,  a  gay  coming-of-age  play. 
See  11  Saturday  listing  for  details. 

Boston  -  GCN  VOLUNTEER  NIGHT!!!  Come 
help  send  out  the  paper  to  our  subscribers. 

Refreshments  and  good  times.  Come  any¬ 
time  after  6PM  to  167  Tremont  Street,  5th 
Floor  (near  Boylston  and  Park  Street  ”T” 
stops).  If  the  door  is  locked,  buzz  us  on  the 
GCN  intercom  located  outside  the  front  door. 

Provincetown  —Guys  and  Dolls,  all-female 
cast.  See  11  Saturday  listing  for  details. 


18  Saturday 

Gloucester  —  Our  Annual  Picnic  at  Jane’s! 
All  women  cooly  invited.  Flee  the  heat  for  an 
afternoon  of  ocean  swimming,  bicycling, 
lawn  games,  or  just  plain  laziness.  Starts 
1  PM .  Bring  your  own  food  and  sports  equip. 
Grills  available.  Sponsored  by  Boston 
Daughters  of  Bilitis:  661-3633. 

Boston  —  Demonstration  to  oppose  military 
intervention  and  budget  cut-backs.  Spon¬ 
sored  by  People’s  Anti-War  Mobilization 
and  All-Peoples  Congress.  Meet  at  Park 
Street  Station,  noon.  Info:  424-1176. 


Provincetown  —Guys  and  Dolls,  all-female 
cast.  See  11  Saturday  listing  for  details. 

Ashland  —  Tri-County  Association  social 
meeting  and  cookout.  Please  bring  food, 
drink,  etc.  BYOB,  coffee  will  be  available  for 
those  who  choose  not  to  drink.  Info: 
429-6593  or  473-3529. 

Boston  —  Gemini,  a  gay  coming-of-age  play. 
See  11  Saturday  listing  for  details. 

20  monday 

Boston  —  Studio  Red  Top  celebrates  ‘‘Jazz 
Matrix,”  a  concert  by  bassist  Richard  Davis 
and  flutist/pianist/vocalist  Barbara  London’ 
sets  at  8:30PM  and  10PM,  295  Huntington 
Ave,  Studio  203,  between  Symphony  Hall 
and  the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts.  Tickets  $7  in 
advance;  $8  on  the  day  of  the  concert.  Info: 
492-8436. 

22  Wednesday 

Roxbury  —  Discussion:  issues  of  concern  to 
the  lesbians  and  gay  men  of  the  Asian, 
Black,  Hispanic  and  Latino  communities. 

Guests  will  include:  Les  Perez  —  Fair  Hous¬ 
ing  Commission,  Holly  Ladd  —  Human 
Rights  Ordinance  Committee,  Alana  Murphy 

—  Women’s  Commission,  and  Ann  Maguire 

—  Mayor’s  Liaison  to  the  Lesbian/Gay  Com¬ 
munity.  Room  307,  Kennedy  Building,  Rox¬ 
bury  Community  College  from  7-9PM. 

23  thursday 

Boston  —  Chorus  pro  Musica  will  be  holding 
auditions  for  its  1984-85  Season  at  7:30PM 
at  Old  South  Church,  645  Boylston  St.  The 
Chorus  is  accepting  full  and  partial  member¬ 
ships.  Info:  267-7442. 

24  friday 

Elmer,  New  Jersey  —  Northeastern  Regional 
Conference  for  Gay  and  Lesbian  Jews.  Rides 
co-ordinated  by  Am  Tikva,  Boston’s  Com¬ 
munity  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Jews.  Cost  for 
the  weekend,  $74,  including  meals.  Info: 
782-8894. 

25  Saturday 

Arlington  —  Jewish  Women’s  open  discus¬ 
sion  group  play-day  at  Spy  Pond  for  Jewish 
women  and  their  friends.  Bring  a  picnic 
lunch,  swim  suit,  softballs,  frisbee,  etc. 
10:30AM,  rain  date  Sunday  the  26th.  Info: 
354-8807. 


Another  Country.  Directed  by 
Marek  Kanievska.  Screenplay  by  Julian 
Mitchell.  Starring  Rupert  Everett  and 
Colin  Firth.  At  the  Nickelodeon. 

If  your  objection  to  the  television  ver¬ 
sion  of  Brideshead  Revisited  was  that  it 
was  too  slow-paced,  too  English,  and 
too  lovely,  there  is  no  reson  for  you  to 
see  Another  Country,  or  to  read  further. 
But  if  you  tuned  out  on  Brideshead 
because  it  was  apolitical  and  never 
came  to  clear  terms  with  homosex¬ 
uality,  Another  Country  might  be  more 
satisfying. 

From  the  very  start  of  the  film  Peter 
Biziou’s  photography  brings  us  into 
another  world,  one  that  is  gorgeous  on 
the  surface  but  bristling  with  repression, 
hostility,  fascism,  and  homoerotic  ten¬ 
sion.  It  is  set  in  an  upper-class  boy’s 
school  that  serves  as  a  microcosm  of 
elite  western  civilization,  complete  with 
smarmy  liberals,  monstrous  conserva¬ 
tives  and  one  bookish  radical. 

Early  in  the  film  two  boys  are  caught 
having  sex  —  with  their  clothes  on 
(which  sets  the  rules  for  other  romantic 
encounters)  —  and  this  exposure  leads 
to  suicide  and  much  conversation.  “It 
wasn’t  even  with  a  man  from  this 
house,”  remarks  one  of  the  suicide’s 
house  fellows,  and  an  off-camera  mat¬ 
ron  immediately  folds  the  dead  lad’s 
mattress.  Very  English,  all  this  tidiness. 

But  the  central  character,  Guy  Ben¬ 
nett,  played  exquisitely  by  Rupert 
Everett,  is  not  at  all  tidy;  and  though  it  is 
his  heterosexual  buddy,  Tommy  Judd 
(played  by  Colin  Firth),  who  reads  Marx, 
it  is  Guy  Bennett  who  is  the  moral  and 
political  center  of  the  story.  His  finest 
moment  comes  when  he  confronts  Judd 
with  “I  will  never  make  love  to  women;  I 
am  homosexual  and  that  means  more 
than  fooling  around  in  the  gymnasium 
after  hours.  Do  you  think  you  are  a  com¬ 
munist  because  you  read  Karl  Marx? 
You  read  Karl  Marx  because  you  are  a 
communist.  And  though  you  are  a  com¬ 
munist,  you  will  always  be  one  of  those 
who  think  a  person’s  worth  has  some¬ 
thing  to  do  with  how  he  makes  love."  (I 
paraphrase,  from  memory.)  Mitchell's 
screenplay,  based  on  his  stage  play,  and 
in  turn  loosely  based  on  the  school  days 
of  the  Guy  Burgess/Donald  MacLean/Sir 
Anthony  Blunt  circle,  is  very  good;  but 
this  is  not  a  talky  film,  and  there  are 
many  scenes  in  which  all  the  power 
emanates  from  visual  images. 

Bennett  partakes  in  a  romance  in  this 
film,  a  romance  as  British  as  Taxi  zum 
Klo  was  German.  Were  there  anal  warts 
in  Another  Country,  they’d  not  be  medi¬ 
cally  sought  after  on-screen.  Instead 
there  are  shades  of  E.M.  Forster’s  post¬ 
humous  novel  Maurice,  in  which  the  be¬ 
loved  pops  through  a  window  and  into 
his  lover’s  arms.  It  sweeps  one  off  one’s 
feet  but  never  gets  steamier  than  the 
gondola  ride  in  which  Sebastian  and 
Charles  cuddle  their  way  through  Venice 
in  Brideshead.  From  the  shadows  of 
AIDS  consciousness  in  1984,  it  is  amaz¬ 
ing  how  attractive  all  this  fondling 
through  fabric  can  be. 

There  are  only  two  women  in  Another 
Country.  One  is  a  young  reporter  inter¬ 
viewing  the  surviving  member  of  this 
group;  the  other  is  Guy  Bennett’s  rather 
flighty  and  unthinking  mother. 

The  title  is  ambiguous.  One  character 
goes  off  to  fight  in  the  Spanish  Civil  War; 
another  defects  to  Russia  in  1955,  and 
we  meet  him,  with  the  reporter,  in  Mos¬ 
cow  in  1983;  the  remembrances  he 
shares  with  her  shade  the  entire  story. 
And  yet  Another  Country  could  easily 
refer  to  the  school  itself,  a  fierce  back¬ 
ground  of  clashing  ideologies  and  pas¬ 
sions  that  has  nothing  to  do  with  tea  and 
crumpets  except  that  everyone  is  polite, 
and  the  angriest  people  remain  so  ar¬ 
ticulate. 

—  Walta  Bo  raw  ski 
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PERSONALS _ 

MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 

Vacation's  over 
what  relief! 

We  didn't  come 
to  total  grief 
But  grief  and  grieving 
we  had  some 
Never  ever  again 
no  crumb 
of  wisdom  wit 
or  sweet  remark 
Will  illuminate 
the  dark 

that  only  William’s  light 
could  quell 
I  shall  miss  him 
dear  and  well 
until  my  own 
departing  knell. 

But  you  are  here 
and  I  am  too 
The  day  is  made 
so  let  us  do. 

All  my  love,  Porcupine. _ (6) 

HAPPY  BIRTHDAY  UNO 
Now,  don’t  let  the  big  four-0  get  you 
down.  It's  just  another  beginning  and 
we  send  you  our  biggest,  bestest,  hap¬ 
piest  wishes.  And  if  that  won’t  do,  we’ll 
come  and  tickle  your  feet!  XXOO.  (6) 
HAPPY  BIRTHDAY  D’ANN 
It  still  tingles  in  my  mind  to  have  found 
you  again  after  all  the  intervening  years 
that  slipped  by  so  very  fast.  Hope  this 
birthday  leads  to  a  future  filled  with 
health,  happiness  and  frequent  trips  to 
Boston.  I  will  write  to  you.  With  abun¬ 
dant  affection.  NW. _ (6) 


AUGUST  13-DI 

Cubby  —  thinking  of  you  on  this  day.  I 
love  you  and  miss  you  and  look  forward 
to  better  times.  You  are  always  on  my 
mind. _ (6) 

Ride  wanted  to  Maine  (anywhere  bet¬ 
ween  Rockland  and  Ellsworth)  from 
Boston,  Friday  17th  (after  11pm)  or 
Saturday  18th.  Returning  to  Boston 
24th,  25th  or  26th.  Share  gas  and  driv- 
ing.  Call  Loie  Hayes,  426-8752. _ (7) 

FEMINISTS  PROTEST 
REAGAN  AT  SENECA  FALLS 
Ron-the-libber  to  dedicate  Eliz.  Cady 
Stanton's  home  Sunday,  August  26. 
Rides  from  Boston  co-ordinated 
through  Mobilization  for  Survival.  Call 
soon:  354-0008.  For  more  details,  call 
the  Seneca  Women’s  Peace  Encamp- 
ment:  (607)869-5311. _ (7) 

ABUSED  SURVIVORS 
Peer  support  group  now  forming  for  les¬ 
bians  who  were  battered  as  children. 
Explore  the  impact  family  violence  has 
had  on  our  lives  and  ways  in  which  we 
can  grow  beyond  it.  Call  232-7238  or 

before  9am,  after  6pm  or 

weekends. _ (7) 

FROM  LOS  ANGELES  TO  BOSTON 
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MADISON 

Madison’s  great  but  a  change  of  pace 
could  do  you  a  lot  of  good...  Boston 
could  be  the  start  of  a  whole  new  you... 
Wayne,  it’s  time  to  move." 


DRAW  BEEBO? 

Can  you  draw  BEEBO  BRINKER?  Con¬ 
test  for  t-shirts,  poster  and  button 
design  for  the  play  ‘‘BEEBO  BRINKER” 
(to  be  held  in  Boston  this  Nov.).  Color, 
b/w,  photographic  entries  all  welcome. 
All  graphics  relevant  to  the  novel 
“BEEBO  BRINKER”  will  be  considered. 
Suggested  slogans  are:  “Beebo 
delivers"  and  “I  fell  in  love  with  Beebo 
Brinker."  Many  prizes.  Deadline  8/31. 
Send  all  entries/inquires  to:  BEEBO 
BRINKER  GCN  Box  795. _ (7) 

BEEBO  NOW! 

Beebo  Brinker  needs  you!  Help 
Beebo’s  lovers  put  on  the  play  “BEEBO 
BRINKER”  this  November  in  Boston. 
Experience  desirable  but  not 
necessary.  Beebo  needs  help  on  sets, 
costumes,  tech,  publicity,  art,  stage 
crew,  etc.  She  especially  needs  a  book¬ 
keeper  and  a  lawyer.  “BEEBO”  aims  to 
be  a  multi-cultural  project.  She  hopes 
to  give  pleasure  to  the  entire  communi¬ 
ty.  Why  wait?  Work  on  “BEEBO”  now 
for  instant  gratification.  Write  to 
BEEBO  BRINKER  GCN  Box  795.  (10) 

Lets  enjoy  New  England’s  Autumn 
together  —  and  then  who  knows  how 
much  more.  Lesbian,  37,  gdlooking, 
secure,  warm  &  sharing,  willing  to  work 
to  make  it  happen.  GCN  Box  54. _ (6) 

GBF,  25  down  to  earth  sks  same  4  poss 
rel.  If  u  desire  gd  wine,  candlelight  din¬ 
ners,  late  night  summer  walks,  warm 
cuddly  nights,  pillow  talk  and  other  ear¬ 
thly  pleasures  follow  me.  PO  Box  719, 
02199 _ (6) 


IN  A  RUT? 

iJ  IPROflKS 

71V  0N 
/l\  VIDEO 


Meet  interesting/new  people  on 
videotape  and  choose  your  next 
date  at  an  exciting  new  video 
matching  service  for  gay  men  and 
lesbians.  Completely  confidential. 
For  info,  write  to: 


Profiles  on  Video 
739  Boylston  St. 

Suite  104 
Boston,  MA  02116 
Monday-Friday  4-10  pm 


or  call 


267-1319 


- -  DEAR  ADVERTISER 

If  race  is  not  a  crucial  issue  for  you, 
why  put  it  in  your  ad?  tt  is  not  a  required 
formula:  GWM,  GWF  are  not  necessary. 
GM  or  GF  would  do  as  well. 


Veterinarian,  39,  wants  to  find  gay  pro¬ 
fessional  womens  group  Rl  or  MA 
Anyone  knowing  of  one  that  would 
welcome  a  new  member,  please  write 
GCN  Box  52. _ (7) 

GBF  35  5'11"  “fern”  quiet  warm  easy 
going  enjoys  sports  travel  music  wants 
to  meet  G  Dyke  F  25-40  for  possible 
relationship.  Write  GCN  Box  41.  (6) 

JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

Receptionist-psychologist’s  office. 
Typing,  filing,  answering  telephone  and 
maintaining  suite  of  offices.  Monday- 
Thursday,  5:00-10:00pm;  Saturdays,  9-3, 
Call  262-9116. _ (6) 

TWO  SHELTER  OPENINGS 
DIRECT  SERIVCES  ADVOCATE  for  bat¬ 
tered  women  and  their  children. 
Understanding  of  battering  and 
alcoholism  helpful.  CHILD  SUPPORT 
WORKER,  exper.  with  children  in  crisis 
pref.  Resume:  Transition  House,  Box 
530,  Cambridge,  MA  02238,  by  Aug.  20. 
Info:  354-2676.  Former  battered  women 
and  minority  women  encouraged  to  ap- 
PjY; _ (6) 

PICTURE  FRAMER 

Established  quality  frame  shop.  Full¬ 
time  woodworking  position,  prefer  ex¬ 
perience,  but  will  train.  Call  666-2517 
10:30am  to  1pm. _ (6) 

DIRECT  SERVICES  COORDINATOR 
Women's  Crisis  Service  for  battered 
women  and  rape  victims.  Program 
development,  volunteer  coordination, 
interpersonal  &  group  skills,  and 
demonstrated  commitment  to  women's 
issues.  Begin  10/1.  $10,700-$12,700. 
Resume  &  letter  by  8/24  to  YWCA,  72 
Concord  St.,  Manchester,  NH  03101.  (6) 
SOJOURNER 

Boston's  women's  paper  needs  ad  rep 
sales/graphics  exp  nice,  but  not 
necess.  Great  envir  for  feminist.  12K 
sal  +  bonus.  Start  9/1  to  9/15.  Resume 
asap  to  :  Sojourner,  143  Albany  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139. _ (6) 

The  Women’s  Counseling  and 
Resource  Center,  an  all  volunteer 
counseling  center,  is  interviewing  pro¬ 
spective  women  counselors.  There  is  a 
4  hour  weekly  commitment  including 
supervision.  Openings  are  available  on 
Thur.  evenings.  Interest  in  and  commit¬ 
ment  to  women  is  essential.  A  Master’s 
Degree  si  preferred.  Resumes  only  to: 
W.C.R.C.,  1555  Mass  Ave  Cambridge, 
MA  02138. _ (6) 

TRADING  POST 

Will  trade  room  and  board  for  your  work 
as  a  data-entry  clerk.  Hours  negotiable. 
As  an  alternative  I  will  consider  you  do¬ 
ing  all  house  and  yard  work,  freeing  my 
lime  tor  the  data-entry.  Must  be  a  non- 
smoker.  Box  262  Franklin,  MA  02038  (6) 


MUSIC  OPPORTUNITY 

DYKETONES  SEEK  DRUMMER  & 

BUSINESS  MANAGER 

Touring  lesbian  50s  show/band  seeks 
exp  drummer  Must  be  comfy  w 
costume  theatrics  Also  seek  exp 
manager/agent  in  music  field  Resumes 
accepted  to  Sept  1.  Dyketones:  Pilgrim 
House  336  Commercial  St,  Pro- 
vincetown,  MA  02657, _ (8) 

GCN  SPECIALS 

DESKS  ANYONE? 

GCN's  new  Managing  Ed.  is  looking  for 
a  desk  (his  milkcrate  collection  is  get¬ 
ting  shaky)  about  48"  wide  and  30" 
deep,  with  drawers.  If  you  know  of  such 
a  beast,  please  call  Mike  at  426-4469. 
Thanks! 


Want  the  best???  Let  GCN  typeset  your 
resume,  flier,  brochure,  newsletter, 
magazine.  You  name  it!  Reasonable 
rates.  Call  426-4469  and  ask  for  Nancy 
Wechsler. 


PROMOTIONS  NEEDS  HELP 

GCN  Promotions  Dept  needs  help 
doing  small  mailings  &  other  fun 
things.  If  you  have  a  few  hours  during 
the  day  (say,  once  a  week)  consider 
spending  them  at  GCN.  Call  Richard  at 
426-4469.  Hurry. 


FOR  SALE _ 

APARTMENT  SALE 

Moving  out  of  state:  Everything  must 
go.  Furn.,  books,  prints,  kitchenware, 
etc.  Brenda.  846-4429  (home);  227-2414 
(days). _ (6) 


ORGANIZATIONS 

N  AMER  MAN/BOY  LOVE  ASSOC 
A  support  group  for  intergenerational 
relationships.  For  information  send  $1 
to:  NAMBLA— GCNAD,  PO  Box  174 
New  York,  NY  10018. _ (48) 

SEVENTH  DAY  ADVENTISTS 

Gay  is  OK!  SDA  Kinship  International, 
Inc.,  since  1976,  is  a  support  group  of 
several  hundred  gay/lesbian  Adven¬ 
tists,  present  and  former,  in  local 
chapters  nationwide.  Ask  for  brochure. 
Box  1233-L,  Los  Angeles,  CA  90078. 
213-876-2076. _ (49) 

LESBIAN  NETWORKING 
NEWSLETTER 

TELEWOMAN,  Box  2306,  Pleasant  Hill, 
CA  94523  is  a  national  lesbian  newslet¬ 
ter.  Network  resources,  lesbian  fiction, 
poetry,  art,  photography,  book  reviews, 
profiles,  women’s  spirituality,  exquisite 
graphics,  links  between  country  &  city 
lesbians.  $1  sample  issue,  $12  sub.  (32) 


HETEROSEXISM,  RACISM 

Sexism,  anti-Semitism,  multicultural 
issues.  Workshops  by  national  consul¬ 
tants  for  your  organization  (municipal, 
professional,  political,  educational)  or 
business.  Contact  Equity  Institute  in 
Amherst,  MA  at  (413)  256-6902.  Co¬ 
directors  Carole  Lannigan  Johnson, 
J.D  ,  and  Joan  Lester,  Ed.D. 


GAY  MEN’S  COVEN 
Gay  Pride,  Feminist,  Spiritual.  Explor¬ 
ing  the  cycles  within  our  lives  and 
nature  with  a  traditional  witchcraft 
base.  Study  is  graded  towards  initia¬ 
tion.  NY  &  Seattle.  Kathexis  Anthropos, 
PO  Box  4538,  Sunnyside,  NY  11104. 
SASE,  please! _ (30) 

GAY  LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities  in¬ 
clude  religious  observances,  discus¬ 
sions,  potluck  dinners,  folk  dancing, 
etc.  For  events,  check  GCN  Calendar. 
Call  (617)  782-8894  or  write  PO  Box  11, 
Camb,  MA  02238. _ 

DOB. 

Suppt  orgnztn  for  lesbians,  1151  Mass 
Ave,  Camb,  Old  Bap.  Raps  evry  Tues, 
Thurs  8  pm;  35  pis  rap  2nd  Wed,  last  Fri. 
8  pm  &  3rd  Sat  7  pm;  Parents  &  Co¬ 
parents  rap  1st  &  3rd  Mons,  8  pm.  Soft- 
ball  evry  Sun  3  pm  Apr-Sept,  weathr 
permtng.  Magazine  Fid.  Bimonthly  mag 
FOCUS  $8.  Mnthly  social  &  fndraisng 
event.  Info  &  office  hrs  661-3633.  All 
women  invited  to  participate. 


MOVERS 


Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Exp,  Rel,  Lie  &  Ins 
MDPU  #  24430 
Tel  646-6540 


BOSTON  TRUCKING  COMPANY 

Gay  owned  business 
Licensed  and  Insured  MA  DPU  #25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  Careful  Movers  641-1234 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  Hoisting  specialist. 

Any  time  of  day— any  day  of  year. 
No  overtime  charges  354-2184 
MDPU  Number  23733 


I  left  sunshine  smog  &  surfers.  I  seek 
someone  honest  sincere  caring  &  com¬ 
patible  who  believes  that  love  & 
thoughts  bind  people  not  their  pelvis 
only.  Prefer  WM  20-35  gk  pass,  non- 
smoker  educated  cultured,  waspy  & 
preppy.  Am  32,  5'10",  165  gr  act,  fr  pass 
doctor  from  India  PO  Box  192 
Brookline,  MA  02146. _ (10) 

MUSCLEMAN  BODYBLDR  GYMNST 
Do  you  have  big  pecs  &  tight  round  bub¬ 
ble  buns?  You  need  me.  I  love  to  suck 
nipples  on  hard  pecs  &  fuck  tight  butt.  I 
can  help.  I  have  extra  room.  I  am  young 
prof.  Send  letter  &  photo.  Omar  89 
Mass  Ave  Box  144  Boston,  MA  021 15.(9) 

Boston  area  LF,(22),  relocating  to 
Rockville,  MD/D.C.  area  seeks  info  on 
local  lesbian/gay  meeting  places  (i.e. 
support  groups,  bars,  bookstores,  cof¬ 
feehouses,  etc.).  Wouldn't  mind  making 
contact  with  some  friends  who  could 
show  me  around.  Write  Lori,  GCN  Box 
55. _ (6) 


Sincere  attr  GWF  40  love  dancing  gd 
music,  quiet  eves  w/spec  someone 
value  frndshps,  honesty  humor  intd  in 
mtg  intel,  attr  "together”  women  28  + 
PO  Box  1721,  Lunenburg,  MA  01462  (6) 

SEXUAL  POLITICS 

LF  study  group  on  sexual  politics 
would  like  new  members.  Meets  every 
other  week.  For  info  call  Ann,  926-2635 
or  Kathy,  576-2368. _ 

LESBIANS  WRITE/MEET  THRU 
THE  WISHING  WELL  MAGAZINE,  est. 
1974.  Discrete  code  #'s  used.  Reliable. 
Loving  care.  Prompt.  Intro  copy  $5.  Info: 
Box  117,  Novato,  CA  94948 _ (9) 

SWARTHMORE  LESBIAN  &  GAY  ALUM 

It’s  time  to  organize  and  flex  our  $  with 
the  administration.  If  anyone  out  there 
is  interested  in  forming  a  S’more  Les¬ 
bian/Gay  Alum  Assoc  of  some  sort, 
please  contact  Hershey  c/o  GCN  167 
Tremont  St.  5th  fl.,  Boston,  MA  02111, 
(617)426-4469.  Keep  S'more  DU-free!  (c) 


CLASSIFIED  AD  FORM 


NAME  _ 

STREET _ APT. 

CITY _ STATE _ ZIP 

PHONE  ( _ ) _ 


AD  POLICY 

Ad  Copy  Regulations 

•  The  forwarding  of  an  ad  is  understood  as  acceptance 
of  all  the  rales  and  conditions  stated  on  this  form. 
GCN  reserves  the  right  to  revise  or  reject,  at  its  sole 
discretion,  any  classified  advertisement  on  account  of 
its  text  or  illustrations. 

•No  ads  will  be  accepted  without  a  lull  name,  address 
and  telephone  number,  which  will  be  kept  strictly  con¬ 
fidential. 

Errors  and  Omissions 

The  extent  of  GCN's  liability  in  the  event  of  an  error  or 
omission  is  space  credit  equal  to  that  ot  the  original 
ad.  provided  that  GCN  is  notified  of  such  error  or 
omission  by  the  advertiser  within  ten  days  of  the 
original  publication  ot  the  ad. 

Changes  in  Copy 

There  is  a  single  $2.00  reset  fee  each  time  an 
ad  is  changed  and  a  $.50  per  line  per  week 
charge  if  change  increases  length  of  ad. 

Cancellations 

There  are  no  refunds  for  cancelled  ads,  but 
space  credit  will  be  given. 

Re-runs 

If  you  want  to  re-run  an  ad,  please  come  to  our 
office  or  use  the  mail,  not  the  phone.  Please 
give  us  your  full  name,  address  and  phone 
number  and  either  a  clipping  of  the  ad  or  the 
category,  date,  volume  and  number  of  GCN  in 
which  it  ran,  and  a  key  phrase— headline, 
phone  number,  etc.  Remember,  the  deadline  is 
Tuesday  at  noon. 

Box  Mail 

•Forwarding  Boxes:  $5.00  for  6  weeks. 

Mail  forwarded  at  end  of  3rd  &  6th  weeks. 
•Pick-up  Boxes:  $2.00  for  6  weeks.  Mail  may  be 
picked  up  at  GCN  office  Mon. -Fri.  10AM-6PM. 

Answering  a  Box  Ad 

To  respond  to  an  ad  with  a  GCN  box  number, 
address  replies  to:  GCN  Classifieds  Box 

_ ,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA 

02111. 

Checking  Copies  and  Tearsheets 

Free  checking  copies  are  sent  for  each  week  a 
display  classified  is  run.  If  you  require  a  tear- 
sheet  or  checking  copy  for  a  line  ad,  please 
send  $1.00  per  issue  to  cover  cost  of  paper, 
postage  &  handling. 


Bold  Headlines: 

Business  x 

2.00 

= 

Non-Business  x 

1.00 

- 

Light  Headlines: 

Business  x 

1.00 

= 

- 

Non-Business  x 

.50 

= 

1st  4  Lines 

Business 

7.00 

— 

or  part  thereof: 

Non-Business 

5.00 

= 

Additional  Lines 

Business  x 

.75 

-- 

or  part  thereof: 

Non-Business  x 

.50 

= 

Capitalized  Wds: 

(not  Headlines)  x 

.25 

= 

Display  (Boxed)  Classifieds: 

Col.  inches  or 

part  thereof:  x  12.00 

= 

TOTAL  for  1  Week 

(Add) 

= 

Number  of  Weeks  (Multiply) 

= 

SUBTOTAL 

= 

DISCOUNTS:  for  10-20 

consecutive  weeks 

10% 

= 

for  21-30  consec.  wks. 

15% 

= 

for  31  +  consec.  wks. 

20% 

= 

TOTAL  FOR  AD  COPY 

= 

□  Pick-up  Box:  for  6  wks  2.00 

= 

□  Forwarding  Bx:  6wks. 

5.00 

— 

□  Tearshts:  #wks _ xl.00  = 


•  DEADLINE:  Tuesday,  noon. 

Use  1  unit  for  each  letter,  punctuation  mark  or  space  between  words.  All  ads  are  Pr®Pa'd- 

Print  clearly.  Ads  will  be  returned  if  we  can't  read  them.  No  Phone  ads  accepted. 


□  Ckng  copies:  #wks _ xl.  = 

TOTAL  ENCLOSED .  = 


Category: 


Head 

Lines 

Head 

Lines 

□  Please  notify  me  two  weeks  before  my  ad  runs  out  for 
renewal.  (For  long-running  business  ads  only.) 

SPECIAL  RATES  FOR  NON-PROFIT  GAY  ORGANIZATIONS 
(No  other  discounts  allowed  if  this  option  is  chosen.) 

$100  for  one  year  (50  issues).  Ad  may  have  a  maximum  of  one 

bold  or  light  headline  and  eight  lines  of  copy. 

□  Payment  in  full  enclosed. 

□  We  prefer  quarterly  installments  of  $30,  $30,  $30,  $10.  Pay¬ 
ment  for  first  installment  must  accompany  ad.  GCN  will  bill 
for  balance. 

PAYMENT  MUST  ACCOMPANY  ALL  CLASSIFIEDS. 
Return  this  form  and  payment  to  GCN  Classifieds, 

167  Tremont  St.,  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 
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Classifieds 

SPECIAL  DELIVERY  MOVERS 

An  Alternative  Yet  Professional 
And  Insured  Service 
Tel  491-6972 _ 

SUBLETS _ 

FALL  SUBLET 

LF  for  Sept-Nov.  Sublet  in  Cam- 
bridgeport.  Rent  is  $132+  util,  share 
with  4  others.  Call  661-6771. _ 

APARTMENT  WANTED 

LF  and  12yr  old  daughter  seek  apt  or 
house  to  share.  Salem  area  preferred. 
Call  after  6pm  744-1819  leave  message. 
_ _ (6) 

LF,  23  seeks  apt/house  with  LFs  or 

GMs  in  Cambridge/Somerville/JP  areas 
-rent  under  $200.  Call  Susan  at  GCN: 
426-4469 


HOME  WANTED 

LF,  29,  sks  1-2  nonsmk  F,  25+  to  sk  or 

share  apt  in  Bost/Camb  area  Sept  1.  Up 
to  $250  if  htd.  I  like  gd  humor,  gd  food, 
wine,  Ssemi-coop.  491-7919. _  (6) 


APARTMENTS 

6  rooms  2  family  house  on  Parker  Hill 
newly  renovated  must  be  clean  and 
have  good  references.  $600  monthly 
heat  included  for  rent  Call  232-8242.  (6) 
ROSLINDALE,  2bdrm  mod  kit  +  bath, 
1st  fl  of  owner  occupied  3dkr;  ar¬ 
boretum  area,  convenient  to  shop  + 
trans;  $425  +  util.  :Call  eves  469-3054 
_ (J) 

WEST  MEDFORD  —  Great  location  w/ 
T;  Lesbian  own/occ  2  family  has  4 
room;  1st  fl  at  $450  unheated;  pet  possi- 
ble,  Wes:  483-3685  leave  message.  (6) 

3  BDRM  S.  END-CITY  HOSP 
Spacious,  older  3  bedrm  apt  avail  9/1 
$630/mo  heated  owner  occupied  possi¬ 
ble  exchange  painting  for  rent.  Jay 
262-4896  leave  a  message. _ (6) 

Dorch,  cute  studio  apt  with  private 
sundeck,  view  of  bay,  trees,  local 
beach,  quiet,  parking,  owner  occup, 
$400  incl  util  &  oil  heat,  436-2583. 

DORCHESTER  APARTMENT 
Fields  Corner  Meeting  House  Hill  Area 
5  rooms  currently  used  as  3  bedrm  mod 
kitchen  and  bath  $425  per  mo  unheated 
Security  dep  proffess.  people  pref 
(617)585-6637. 


ROOMS _ 

Gay  rooming  hse.  Mass  Ave,  South 
End,  Boston.  Clean,  safe  rooms,  large 
yard,  laundry,  community  kitchen, 
hotplate  +  ref  in  room,  call  Mike 
542-2137. _ (6) 


ROOMMATES _ 

2  rmates  needed  to  share  huge  3  bdrm 
apt  in  Dorchester-Jones  Hill  area.  Sept 

1  male-female  150  +  util  +  security  John 

265-0931  Leave  message. _ (6) 

ILF,  GM  25+  Camb/Wat  line  on 
busline  15  minute  walk  to  HvSq  1  dog 
no  more  please  175+  Afts  923-9251  Bet 
or  Saa  for  Aug  15, _ (6) 

LF  30+  to  share  beautiful,  spacious 
Newtonville  house.  Private  room.  Vi 
bath,  study.  Scr  porch,  garden, 
fireplace.  Great  neighborhood.  In¬ 
dependent,  supportive  living.  No  cigs. 
Moderate  alcohol.  200+  utils. 
965-0648. _ 

GM  30  seeks  GM  or  LF  to  share  apt  in 
Cambridge  between  Central  and  Har¬ 
vard  Avail  Sept.  $250  inc  heat,  no  pets. 
4  9  7-50  3  3 _ 

LF  34  prof  sks  LF.  Pref  25 +  ,  quiet, 
neat,  semi-veg  for  spacious  2-br  in  Bri. 
house  w/porches,  yard,  nr  trans,  River. 
No  smoke,  pets.  $250.  783-0204. 

2  prof  LF's  in  20’s  seek  LF  or  cpI  to 

share  our  cozy  Quincy  home.  Your  own 
room.  Must  love  pets.  Yard,  porches,  + 
garden.  On  Red  Line.  Rent  150+  util. 
Call  Karen  S.  days  770-1405  or  eves 
471-6986. _ (6) 

Sk  LF  to  sublet  room  in  Somv  apt  Sept- 
Nov.  Live  with  3  LFs— quiet  and  chem 
free.  Warm  friendly  and  pleasant  hhold. 
666-2851  Leslie. _ (6) 

LF  26  seeks  LF  25+  to  share  sunny,  2 
bdrm  E.  Arlington  apt.  Independent. 
Friendly.  $275/mo.  Includes  heat  Avail 
9/1  Call  Kathleen  641-0834'  eves  + 
wknds. 


L  28+  to  share  sunny  2  bdrm  apt  in  E. 
Arlington.  Neat,  considerate,  friendly. 
Close  to  trans.  No  more  pets.  $250  + 
util.  Avail  9/1.  Call  641-2409. _ (7) 

LF/BRIGHTON  CTR 
LF  32  prof  frndly  ind  seeks  mature  LF  to 
share  bright  spacious  6  room  apt  on 
quiet  resid  st.  Alcohol/drug  free  home. 
$225+  Call  Judy  782-4726. _ (8) 

LFs  wanted  to  share  3  bdrm  house  in 
Belmont  with  LF  33.  House  is  great, 
area  quiet,  pretty,  near  bus  line.  Non- 
smoker  no  pets  please.  Avail  Aug  15  or 
Sep  300  + util.  484-4152. _ (7) 

2LF  seek  3rd  for  our  supportive  in¬ 
dependent  home.  We  want  someone 
who  can  be  a  part  of  our  friendly 
household.  No  more  pets  (sorry)  Rent 
150  plus  avail  Aug/Sept  491-7622.  (8) 

2  LFs  sk  1  for  friendly  independent 
home  in  JP.  Frplce,  nice  wdwk,  garden. 
Nr  pond  &  T.  We  hv  dog,  2  cats.  $220  +  . 
Brand  522-5461.  Ann  (days)  494-1250 
x235.  (7) 

Boston  GM  resp  prof  seeks  same  to 
share  lux  2br  2bath  apt  w/terrace.  Ex¬ 
tensive  storage  space  available  9/1  Call 
262-1362  after  6pm, _ (6) 


LF  32  seeks  feminist  30+  to  share 
beautiful  7rm  hs  in  Roslindale.  Trees, 
sun,  skylights,  safe  neighbd  2  min  to 
Arboretm  Near  T  2  rms  are  yours.  No 
cigs,  drugs,  junk  food,  dogs.  Avail  after 
Sept  1  $300  +  util  Dovida  354-4541,  (6) 

LF/15  y.o.  daughter  seek  living  space  in 
estab  hse/apt  or  to  find  some  W/LF  w 
(or  w/o)  child.  Prefer  Somvl.  Call 
527-6402  after  7pm  evenings. _ (6) 

F  wanted  to  share  4  bedroom  single 
family  house  on  Malden/Medford  line. 
Fireplace,  private  yard,  nice  view, 
burglar  alarm,  close  to  T.  225/mo  + 
Available  8/15  or  9/1.  322-4953.  (6) 

COMFY  HOME  IN  NATICK 
3  LF  +  cat  seek  1  LF  to  share  home  in 
quiet  suburbs.  Non-smoking.  No  more 
pets.  Share  chores  and  fun.  W/D,  park¬ 
ing,  garden,  lake,  woodstove.  185  +  util. 
Joyce 6 17-655-86 18  eves. _ (7) 

Somerville  large  6  rm  apartment  heated 
with  dshwsh  700  pa'rking  availble 
6  2  8-4  7  4  1  Avail  September  1. 


ROOMEZE 

-LESBIAN/GAY- 

-FEMINIST- 

Bnommate  Matching  Service 

$15  fee 

Confidentiality  Assured 

CALL  969-1779 
M-F  9-6/Sat  12-5 


HOUSEMATES _ 

3FW  sk  4th  to  share  beaut  hs  in  JP,  nr 
pnd.  We  are  26-28,  L/S,  semi-veg,  semi¬ 
coop,  prog.,  frndly,  indep., 
$195/mo  +  util.  Avail  Sept  1, 522-7466.(6) 

PUBLICATIONS 

JAMES  WHITE  REVIEW 

A  gay  men's  literary  quarterly  publishes 
interviews  Quentin  Crisp  Robert  Patrick 
Poets  Ian  Young  Jim  Holmes  Antler 
Steve  Abbott  Prose  Richard  Hall  John 
Gilgun  new  voices  subscribe  $6  a  year 
sample  copy  $2.  PO  Box  3356  Traffic 
Station,  Mpls,  MN  55403  Submissions 
welcome  send  SASE. _ 

Soc  iaj  i  st-Fem  in  is  m  Discussion 
Bulletin;  articles  on:  Trends  in  tne 
women's  mvt,  reproductive  rgts,  les- 
bian/gay  liberation,  community  org.  wk- 
ing  women,  soc-fem  theory.  Available 
from:  SOLIDARITY,  A  SOCIALIST- 
FEMINIST  NETWORK,  725  O'Farrell 
#35,  SF,  CA  94109.  (415)  775-7213.  ($3.95 
including  postage.)  (c) 

GUARDIAN:  Independent  radical  news¬ 
weekly.  Covers  Gay,  women  and  minor¬ 
ity  struggles,  and  international  pro¬ 
gressive  movements.  Special  offer  4  is¬ 
sues  FREE.  Write  Guardian  Dept.  GCN, 
33  W  17th  St„  NY  NY  10011. _ (ex) 
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Is  children's  liberation  a  gay  issue?  Our 
collective  thinks  so.  We  go  far  beyond 
intergenerational  sexuality  and  ask  for 
children's  rights  in  all  ways  of  life  Our 
quarterly  mag  reviews  the  worldwide 
fight  for  their  freedom.  Already  in  its 
fourth  number  it  is  fast  becoming  a  part 
of  the  scene  not  to  be  missed.  On  sale 
thru  Glad  Day  Bookshop,  43  Winter  St., 
Boston,  MA  02108  for  $2.75. 

New  Spring  lesbian/feminist  annotated 
booklist  for  $1.00,  Womansplace  Book¬ 
store,  (GCN)  2401  N.  32nd  St.,  Phoenix, 
AZ  85008. _ (4 1-1  Ox) 

If  you  have  paperback  (especially  gay) 
books  that  you’ve  read  and  don’t  want, 
the  Prisoner  Project  would  like  them  to 
send  out  to  prisoners:  Fiction  or  non- 
fiction,  gay  or  straight;  many  of  our 
prisoner  readers  are  in  for  “crimes  of 
love"  (outdoor  sex,  man/boy  sex,  etc.), 
and  books  on  these  subjects  are  much 
sought.  Please  call  Mike  at  426-4469. 

ACCOMMODATIONS 

VERMONT  GUESTHOUSE 

Bed  +  Cont  Bkfst  for  Lesbians  and  Gay 
Men  in  a  country  village  house  2  hrs  fr 
Bos.  Yr-round.  Nr  lakes,  hikes,  skiing. 
Dave  +  Mike  (802)348-7840, _ (6) 

Spending  time  in  N.Y.C.?  Stay  at 
Womyn's  Bed  and  Breakfast.  Located 
Central  Manhattan.  Private  bedroom- 
shared  bath.  $20  -  single/$25  -  double. 
Reservations:  (212)794-8645. _ (7) 

VACATIONS _ 

GREENHOPE  FARM 
Announces  the  opening  of  our  newly 
built  Inn  in  the  Sugar  Maple  forest. 
Cozy  rooms  +  full  farm  breakfast. 
$35.00  night  for  two.  Beautiful  secluded 
campsites  with  firewood  provided. 
Woman-only  space — Reserve  early 
(802)533-7772. 


RESORTS _ 

HILTON  PLACE/MILLER  HOUSE 

Weekend  in  DownEast  Maine 
(Boothbay  Camden)  at  a  Colonial  Farm 
or  Ship  Captain's  House  in  Historic 
Waldboro.  Doubles  $30-60  Waterbed. 
Weekly  Rates  Thru  Fall.  Reservations: 
(207)529-5292  &  832-7666.  (9) 

Coming  to  Hawaii?  Write:  Bob’s 
Bulletin,  PO  Box  89164,  Hon,  HI  96830. 
(808)926-7075  call  Tory  re:  Gay  Asia 
Tour. _ (6) 

B&B  IN  THE  MOUNTAINS 
100  scenic,  private  acres,  14  lovely 
rooms,  great  views.  Fireplace,  library, 
pool,  trails.  Nearby  golf,  tennis, 
boating,  antiquing.  Call/write  for 
brochure.  The  Highlands  Inn.  Box  118, 
Bethlehem,  NH  03574.  (603)  869-3978. 
Grace  &  Judith,  Innkeepers. _ (8) 


GABRIEL’S 

Guest  rooms  and  apartments.  Centrally 
located.  Hot  tub,  garden  patio,  cable  tv, 
coffee.  104  Bradford  St.  Provincetown, 
MA  02657.  Reservations:  (617)  487-3232. 
Open  year  round. _ 

CHECK'ER  OUT  AT  THE 
CHECK'ER  INN 

Dbl  rms,  coffee  by  fireside,  pkg,  apts 
also  avail,  1  blk  bay,  open  year  round. 
487-9029,  25  Winthrop  St.  P'town.  MA 
0  2  6  5  7 

P-TOWN  WATERFRONT  STUDIO 
Quiet,  cozy,  clean,  sleeps  4  West  end. 
Weekly  rental  $345,  sundeck,  w/w 
carpet,  private,  ideal  fro  lovers.  Phone 
(617)262-7396  or  487-2771 _ J8) 

PROVINCETOWN  LUX.  APT. 

2  bedrooms  sleeps  6  Bayview  at  beach 
pvt  deck  parking  $500  wk.  Sept  off 
season  rates  $400  wk  or  $200  for  3 
nights  Ask  fro  disc'nt  (617)487-2488.  (23) 

Comf’tble  spacious  guest  rms  for 
women.  Sh'rd  bth  encl'ed  porch  w/TV 
quiet  st  close  to  town.  Aspasia,  31 
Pearl  St,  P’town,  M A  02657  487-251 1 . 

BRINLEY  VICTORIAN  INN 
Romance  a  friend  in  Newport!  Cozy 
rooms  have  antiques  &  flowers.  Warm 
&  safe.  Come  let  us  pamper  you!  GCN 
disc,  Cont  brkft.  (401)  849-7645. _ (13) 

THE  RETREAT-FOR  WOMEN 

Mew  Englands  popular  women’s  resort. 
Secluded,  pool  &  tennis  ct,  river  nestled 
in  the  Berkshire  foothills.  Canoeing 
horses  hike  &  bike  near. 

Women  owned  and  managed 
For  Resv  call  (203)824-7479 
_ _  (12/8) 

SERVICES _ 

CONFIDENTIAL  LOS  ANGELES 
MAILING  ADDRESS 

Mail  forwarding  &  message  service  low 
fee  —  reliable  free  remails  for  details 
send  Isase  Personally  Yours  Inc  859  N 
Virgil  #D-14,  L.A.,  CA,  90029. _ (8) 

MASSAGE 

Athletics,  job-related  stress  shiatsu  by 
appt.:  Hadassah  Fleishon  522-8409  (9) 

EASY  DOES  IT 

PROFESSIONAL  HOUSECLEANING. 
Experienced,  thorough,  reliable.  Ex¬ 
cellent  references.  Call  Sherrard  for 
estimate.  965-0648. _ (c) 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
COPLEY  SQUARE 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
ALCOHOL  COUNSELING 
HYPNOTHERAPY 
SEX  THERAPY 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)  353-0225  for  appt. 


BOSTON-AREA 
GAY/LESBIAN 
BUSINESS  GUIDE 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Rd. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

WATERSHIP  INN 
P.O.Box  918 
7  Winthrop  St. 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(617)  487-0094 

ACUPUNCTURE 

SEAN  VARNUM 
Suite  401 
678  Mass  Ave. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  576-2114' 

(617)  321-8818 

LIMOUSINE  SERVICES 

WAITES  ROLLS  ROYCE 
LIMOUSINE  SERVICE 
Christopher  Waites 
(617)  567-0420 
(305)  564-1292 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  EDWARD  COHEN 
Brookline  Family 
Chiropractic  Office 
1330  Beacon  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  734-7744 

DR.  JONATHAN  D.  STEIN 
375  Harvard  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  232-7200 

DR.  JAN  RISING 
418  Washington  St., 

Suite  112 

Brighton,  MA  02135 
(617)  782-0267 

CINEMA * 


ART  CINEMA 
204  Tremont  St. 
Boston,  MA  02111 
(617)  482-4661 

NORTH  STATION 
CINEMA  2 
175  Portland  St. 
Boston,  MA  02114 
(617)227-0513 


MOVERS 

BOSTON  TRUCKING  CO. 
(617)  641-1234 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAULGROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  D.M.D. 
739  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  353-1500 

ILLUSTRATION/DESIGN 

JEAN  VALLON 
Everett  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-3278 

GYMS 


SOUTH  END  GYM 

46  Waltham  St. 

South  End,  Boston  MA 
(617)  451-3514 

NEW  ENGLAND 
WOMEN'S  GYM 
1261  Cambridge  St. 
Inman  Sq. 

Cambridge,  MA 
497-9776 

HOME  REPAIRS 

GEORGE  W.  CASPER 

47  Waldeck  St. 
Dorchester,  MA  02124 
(617)  288-3228 

INFORMATION/MEDIA 

XANADU  GRAPHICS 
.143  Albany  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
661-6975 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  CLU 
Suite  830 
50  Congress  St. 

Boston,  MA  02109 
1-800-352-3185 

MEDICAUCOUNSELING 

DR.  STEPHEN  J. 
GOLBURGH 
Licensed  Clinical 
Psychologist 
1330  Beacon  St.  #231 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  734-6996 


JACK  CEMPELLIN,  M.S. 
COUNSELING  AND 
HYPNOSIS 
8  Woodbury  Court 
Salem,  MA  01970 
(617)  745-2939 

GENDER  IDENTITY 
SERVICE  OF 
NEW  ENGLAND 
136  Causeway  St. 

Hudson,  MA  01749 
(617)  568-0680 
CLINICAL 
PSYCHOLOGICAL 
ASSOCIATES 
Dr.  Herbert  Lovett . 

Dr.  Beth  Leimkuhler 
36  Newbury  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  292-4532 
ALLAN  SINGER,  LICSW 
PSYCHOTHERAPIST 
Copley  Square 
Boston,  MA  021 16 
(617)  266-2240 
ARADIA  COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Ave. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  247-4861 
LAMBDA  COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES 
324  Marlborough  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  353-1729 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  St. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-7573 
GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
COUNSELING  SERVICE 
600  Washington  St.,  Rm.  219 
Boston,  MA  021 1 1 
542-5188 

NORTH  SHORE  CMHC 
COUNSELING 
47  Congress  St. 

Salem,  MA  01970 
(617)  744-5322 

PLACE/HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  St. 

Boston,  MA 
(617)  267-9150 
SOUTHERN  JAMAICA 
PLAIN  HEALTH 
CENTER 
687  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-5900 


THE  NEXT  STEP 
Counseling  and  Training 
Cambridge  &  Newton  Offices 
(617)  491-6430 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
(617)  661-0248 

MASS.  BAY 
COUNSELING  ASSOC. 

25  Huntington  Ave.  #331 
Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  353-0225 

COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES 
23  East  Main  St. 

Westboro,  MA  01581 
(617)  366-8576 

FRANCIS  GIAMBRONE, 

MA,  COUNSELING 
1 10  Orchard  St. 

Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)  628-6988 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 
DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Square,  MA 
02172 

(617)  926-4289 

PODIATRY 

A  HOUSECALL 
Jeanne  M.  Arnold,  DPM 
William  A.  Sandberg, 

DPM 

(617)  396-7527 

REMODELING 


T.H.E.  CONTRACTORS,  INC. 
36  Pine  St. 

Chelsea,  MA  02150 
(617)  889-4347 

LITTLE  BEAR  AND 
COMPANY 
(617)  296-1770 

LANDSCAPE  DESIGN/ BUILD 

ROGER  WASHBURN 
Licensed  Landscape 
Architect 
53  Hawthorne  St. 

Somerville,  Ma.  02144 
(617)  776-6377 

WOMEN’S  BARS 


SOMEWHERE/ELSE 
295  Franklin  St. 

Boston,  MA  423-7730 


REAL  ESTATE 

MARK  THOMAS  CO,  LTD 
Mark  Zimmerman 
Charles  St. 

Boston,  MA  02114 
(617)  227-2209 
RACHAEL  REALTY  CO. 
INC. 

318  Harvard  St.  #31 
The  Arcade  Building 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
277-0230 

CAREER  COUNSELING 

PAULA  HERRINGTON 
(617)  628-9043 

TAX  PREPARATION 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 

WOMEN 


NEW  WORDS 
BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-5310 

WOMENCRAFTS,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  190 
373  Commercial  St. 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 

BOOKSTORES 


GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  St. 

Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  542-0144 

T-SHIRT  PRINTING 

COMMUNITY  GRAPHIC 
SERVICES 
Anni  Waterflow 
17  Shepton  St. 
Dorchester,  MA  02124 
(617)  288-3106 


This  guide  provides  a  listing 
of  gay/lesbian  owned,  staffed, 
or  supportive  businesses  and 
services.  To  have  your  busi¬ 
ness  or  service  listed  (for  only 
$100.00  per  year)  call  426-4469 


For  two  years,  GCW’s  Sustainer  Pro¬ 
gram  has  provided  the  financial  boost 
necessary  for  growth  and  change  in  the 
paper.  The  first  Sustainer  Campaign  in 
1982  underwrote  a  staff  salary  raise. 
The  1983  Campaign  helped 
us  to  expand  GCN  from 
16  pages  to  20  pages 
each  week. 

The  support  GCN  re¬ 
ceives  from  its  Sustain¬ 
ed  makes  the  differ¬ 
ence  between  bare  sur¬ 
vival  and  growth.  This 
year,  plans  are  under¬ 
way  to  computerize 
GCN.  Currently,  sever¬ 
al  hardy  volunteers 
spend  late  night  hours 
entering  our  mailing  list 
into  an  antique  PDP  11  hidden  away  in 
distant  Quincy.  We  pay  over  $3,000.00 
each  year  just  to  rent  time  on  it!  Our 
Marketing  Department  scratches  pen¬ 
cil  to  paper,  trying  to  figure  out  who  re¬ 
news  their  subscription  and  when;  bill¬ 
ing  our  advertisers  takes  even  more 


time,  not  to  mention  that  trying  to  reme¬ 
dy  subscription  problems  is  a  nightmare 
You  can  help  us  change  all  that.  Our 
Sustainer  goal  for  this  year  is  $10,000; 
enough  to  buy  the  right  computer,  soft¬ 
ware,  service  contract  and  cover  the 
costs  of  the  conversion. 
All  that’s  needed  for  you  to  be¬ 
come  a  GCN  Sustainer  is  your 
pledge  to  contribute  $30.  each 
quarter  in  1984.  We’ll  send 
you  our  quarterly  Insider 
newsletter,  a  one  year  sub¬ 
scription  to  GCN,  two  intro¬ 
ductory  gift  subs  to  give 
to  your  boss,  relatives, 
long-lost  ex-lovers  or 
new-found  friends,  and 
as  a  special  treat,  an  invitation 
to  the  Annual  Sustainer  Dinner  Party  in 
December.  Use  the  form  below  and  help 
bring  GCN  into  the  computer  age. 

SUSTAIN  US! 


illustration  by  Paul  Brouillette 


